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Elkcted sinck January 1st, 1873.

(For complete list previous to this date see Proceedings for 1872-73.)

July ], 1873. *William Cullcu Bryant, LL. I)., New York City.

Oct. 7,187:5. fHon. John Lothrop Motley, LL. D., London, Eug.

Jan. L'O, 1874. James Anthony Froude, F. Ex. Col. Ox., " "

Nov. 10, 1874. JHou. Brautz Mayer, Baltimore, McL

Oct. 2, 1877. Hon. Marshall P. Wilder, Boston, Mass.

Oct. 1, 1878. Don Jose Maria Latino Coelho, Sec.

Royal Academy Sciences, Lisbon, Portugal.

.\piil 1, 187y. Hon. Charles Francis Adams, Cambridge, Mass^

July 1, 1879. Prof. K. Gislason, Sec. Royal Society

Northern Antiquaries, Copenhagen", Den.

Jan. 13, 188U. Hon. Carl Schurz, Sec. Interior, Washington, D. C.

* Deceased, 187S. f Deceased, 1677. t Deceased, 1S79-
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Elected SINCE Ariui, 1st. ]87o.

(For complete list pi'cvious to this date see rioe< ediii^s for l,S7-'-r3.)

.Inly 1, isrr,. Eev. Thomas T. stone, Bolton, Mass.

Oct. 7,187;^. Col. Albert H.TToyt, Cincinnati, O.

" " William Chambers, LL. D., Edinburgh, Scotland

" " Prof. J. C. Hoist, Christiania, Norway.
" "

X}. J. Bowles, Esq., Quebec, Canada.

.Tan. ?0, 1874. Frederick Kidder, Esq., Boston, Mass.

April 7, 1874. William J. Hoppin, Esq., New York T'lty.

July 7, 1874. Hon William Greenon.uh, Boston. Mass.

" Bev. Samuel Osgood, 1). D.. New York City.

Col. John Ward,
" " Alexander Duncan, Esq., England.

Nov. 10, 1874. Lyman C. Draper, Esq., Madison, Wis.

April G, 187.J. Col. Percy Daniel, Worcester, Mass.

" " Charles H. Russell, Es(i., New York City.

" " Hon. J. Carson Brevoort, " " "

•Inly r., 1875. Thomas F. Rowland, Esq., Brooklyn, N. Y.

" " C. Mason Kinnie, Esq., San Francisco, Cal.

Oct. r>, 187.J. Franklin B. Hongli, M. D., Lowville, N. Y.

Edmund B. O'Calligan, LL. D., New York City.

" '' Benjamin Greene Arnold, " " "

.Tan. 18, 187C. Marcus I). Oilman, Esq., Lib. Vt.

Historical Society, Montpelier, Vt.

" " Silas Bonflls, Esq., Mentone, France.
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Jan. 18, 1870. Pliiiicns Bates, Jr., Escj., Bcslon, Mass.

W. Elliott Woodward, Esq.,

Oct. 3, 187G. Kt. Kcv. M. A. DeWolf Howe, Reading, Pa.

" " Hon. John S. Brayton, Fall River, Mass.

April 3, 1877. Hon. Richard A. Wheeler, Stoniugtou, Conn.

April 24, 1877. Rev. Elmer H. Capen, D ])., Sonierville, Mass.

Jan. 15, 1878. Asa Bird Gardner, LL. 1)., Prof.

U. S. Military Academy, West Point.

" " Major-Gen. George W. CuUum,

U. S. A., New York Cify.

" " Brig. -Gen. A. A. Humphreys,

Chief Eug Depart., U. S. A., Washington, IX C.

Oct. 1, 1878. .Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, Prest.

Chicago Hist Society, Chicago, 111.

" " Hiram A. Huse, Esq., Lib. Vt.

State Library, Montpelier, Yt.

April 2, 1878. Gen. Henssein Tevfik,
.
Constantinople.

'^ " Hon. John Fitch. New York City.

" " Edward F. DeLancey, E.^q., " " "

Jan. U, 187!). Rev. Charles Rogers, LL. D.,

Sec. Royal Hist. Society, London, Eng.

" " Col. Thos. Weutworth Iligginson, Cambridge, Mass.

" " Hon. Thomas C. Amory, Boston, Mass.

April 1, 1879. Ray Greene Hilling, Fitchburg, Mass.

A. W. Holden, M. D., Glen Falls, ^\ Y.

July 1, 187i). Lt.-Col. Thos. L. Casey, U. S. A., Washington, D. C.

" " Hon. Edonard Madier de Montjau,

Prest. Soc. Etimology Am., Paris, France.

.7an. 13,1880. Prof. Moses Coit Tyler, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

'• " Samuel Dimsler, Esq., East Attleboro, Mass.

!<«-?-
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1880.

Rkpoiitkd liv TiiK Tkkasurer.

ELKCTKD.

1876. Adams, Charles P.

1874. Addeman, Joshua M.

187-t. Aldrich, Nelson W.

1822. Allen, Zachariah

1875. Ames, William

1875. Angell, Albert G.

1870. Ang-ell, Edwin G.

183G. Anthony, Henry B.

187(). Armstrong, Cyrus C.

1875. Aplin, Charles

1874. Arnold, Olney

1844. *Arnold, Samuel G.

1877. Arnold, Stephen H.

1877. Babbitt, Edward S.

1872. Barrows, Edwin

1831. Bartlett, John K.

187(;. Barton, Robert

1871). Barton, William T.

1849. Beekwith, Henry T.

1877. Bedlow, Henry

1858. Binney, William

1873. Blodget, Walter

KLIXTKU.

1878. Bogman, Edward Y.

1872. Bowen, Holder B.

1840. Bradley, Charles S.

1880. Brayton, William D.

1870. Brinley, Francis

1875. Brown, .Tohn A.

1857. Brown, Welcome O.

1874. Browuell, Steplien

1870. Bugbee, James H.

1878. Bull, Samuel T.

1874. Burnside, Ambrose E.

1878. Burrongh, Franl< M.

1880. Burrows, Daniel

1850. Calder, George B.

187G. Campbell, Horatio N.

1873. Carpenter, Chai'les E.

1874. Carpenter, Francis W.

1874. Caswell, Edward T.

1857. Chambers, Robert B.

1880. Chandler, William II.

1872. Ciianning, William F.

1879. Chace, Lewis J.

*Deceast'd, February 13, 1870.
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ELECTED.

1879. Jillson, Cliarlcs D.

1874. JoliiLson, William S.

1879. Johnson, Elias H.

1880. Jones, Angnstine

18G7. Koene, Stephen S.

1873. Kendall, Henry L.

187G. Kimball, James M.

1879. Knight, Edward B.

187G. Knowles, Edward P.

1SC9. Lester, John Erastus

1879. Lineohi, John L.

1880. Lippilt, Christopher

1878. Lipi)itt, C. Warren

1872. Lippitt, Henry

1879. Loekwood, Amos D.

1873. Lyman, Daniel W.

1877. Mason, Charles F.

1877. Mason, Earl Philip

1877. Mason, Eugene W.

1877. Mason, George C.

187(5. Mattesou, Charles

1878. Mauran, Edward C.

1878. ]\Ianran, James E.

1867. Meader, John J.

187G. Metcalf, Henry B.. Paw

1875. Miller, Augustus S.

1873. Miller, William J.

187G. Moultou, Sullivan

1873. Mowry, William A.

1874. Mowry, William G. 11.

1877. Mumford, John P.

1877. Munroe, Bennett J.

1880. Munroe, Wilfred H.

1880. Niehols, Amos G.

1876, Nickersou, Edward I.

1874. Nightingale, George C.

1865. *01dfield, John

* Deceased, Jamutry 8, 18S0.
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1879.

18G2.

1878.

1870.

1874.

1874.

18G7.

1867.

1847.

1875.

1873.

1877.

1849.

1875.

1858.

1880.

1874.

1873.

1878.

1880.

18 76.

1874.

1877

1878.

tucket, 1866.

1878.

1877.

1877.

1874.

1875.

1874.

1879.

1876.

1877.

1876.

1875,

1873.

Jr,

t Deceased,

rED.

Olney, George H.

Ormsbee, John Spurr

Owen, Smith

Pabodje, Benjan)in F.

fPabodie, Benjamin G.

Paige, Charles F.

Paine, George T.

Parkhurst, Jonathan G.

Parsons, Charles W.

Parsons, Henry L.

Pearce, Edward

Pearec, Edward D. Jr.

Peckham, Samuel W.

Pegram, John C.

Perry, Amos

Perry, Marsden J.

Persons, Benjamin W.

Philips, Theodore W.

Porter, Emery H.

Potter, Charles L.

Rawson, Henry M.

Richardson, Erastus

Richmond, Walter

Rider, Sidney S.

Rogers, Horatio

Russell, Levi W.

Seabury, Frederic N.

Seagraves, Caleb

Shaw, James Jr.

Sherman, William O.

Shedd, J. Herbert

Shopley, George H.

Sherman, Robert

Slater, Horatio N. Jr.

Slater, William S.

Smith, Edwin A.

Smith, Henry F,

January 2o, ISSO.
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1809. Sonthwick. Isaac IT.

1874. Spencer, Gideon L.

187(5. Spencer, Joel M.

1877. Stanhope, Frederick A.

1873. Staples, Carlton A.

18G!), Staples, William

1878. Starkweather, Joseph U
18(58. Steere, Henry J.

187!). Stiness, John II.'

1848. Stone, Edwin M.

1873. Swan, Jar vis B.

1856. Taft, Eoyal C.

1874. Taylor, Charles F.

1878. Tillinghast, James

187!) Tibbitts, William T.

KLKCTKD.

1877. Thayer, Thatcher

1873. Thurston, Benjamin F.

1875. Trippe, Samuel G.

1874. Turner, Henry E.

1874. Wales, Samuel II.

1874. Walker, John P.

18(51. Waterman, Rufus

1878. Watson, Arthur H.

18C8. Weeden, William B.

18(58. Westcott, Amasa S.

1874. Whitford, George W.

1877. Wilson, George F.

187G. Woods, Marshall

1880. Woodward, Royal

^^
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Jan. 10, 1872.

Jan. 17, 1872.

Feb. 21, 1872.

April 3, 1872.

April 25, 1872.

Jnly 11, 1872.

Jan. 20, 1873.

July 11, 1873.

Jan. 20, 1874.

April 12, 1875.

Jan. 29, 1876.

Aprilll, 1877.

Jan. J 4, 1879.

Jnly 8, 1879.

Oct. 10, 1879.

Jan. 7, 1880.

George T. Paine,

Henry T. Beckwith,

"William Greene,

Rowland G. Hazard.

Holder Borden Bowen,

Amasa M. Eaton,

James Y. Smith,*

Jarvis B. Swan,

Benjamin G. Pahodie,*

Albert G. Angell,

William Ely,

Hezekiah Conant,

Samnel G. Arnold,*

Amos D. Lockwood,

Roval Wood wa rd

,

Cliarles Gorton,

Providence.

Warwick.

Soutli Kingstown.

Providence.

North Providence.

Providence.

Pawtucket.

Portsmouth.

Providence.

Albany, X. Y.

Providence.

* Decfa?ed.



PROCEEDIXG

PvTIODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SPECIAL MEETING.

Provipexce. January 2-^. 1879.

A meeting was held this evening at 7| o'clock. Vice Presi-

dent Allen in the chair.

A note was read from the Librarian, who was detained by

indisposition, announcing numerous donations made since the

last meeting, among which was a piece of the first Atlantic

Cable, with an original letter from Cyrus AV. Field, pre-

sented by Christopher Bun*. Esq.

Hon. Abraham Pa^Tie then addressed the Society on the

Life and Times of Jonathan Edwards. Mr. Pa^^le stated,

at the outset, that his object was not to present a sketch of

this most remarkable theologian. Init simply to awaken inter-

est in his writings. He spoke for upwards of an hour,

enlisting the close attenrion of his auditors.

At the conclusion of his addi-ess. Rev. Mr. Staples related

several striking anecdotes illustrative of the eloquence and
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earnestness of the great diA'ine, and concluded his remarks

by offering a resolution thanking Mr. Payne for his eloquent

and interesting discourse, which resolution was seconded l^y

Hon. Thomas A. Doyle, and after some spirited remarks by

Vice President Allen, was unanimously passed.

Col. John AVard, of Xcav York, was announced to read the

next paper on the 11th of Fel)ruary.

The meeting was numerously attended, and the exercises

passed off in a most satisfactory manner.

Adjourned.

Amos Pekijy, Secy.

SPECIAL :VIEETIXG.

Providence, February 11, l-ST!*.

A meeting was held this evening to hear a paper read l)y Col

.

John Ward, of Xew York, Vice President Allen in the chair.

A list of donations received since the last meeting was

read by the Secretary. Besides tAventy l)ooks and pamphlets

was a relic of slavery in the form of a slave chain taken

from the l)ody of a negro who was found chained Avith it to

a tree on the plantations of Mr. Belson, near Simmsport,

Louisiana, in ^lay, isdo, by Capt. Peter Brucker, of the

Second Phode Island Cavalry, and l>y In'm presented to the

Society.

Col. John Ward read a graphic and succinct account of

the Siege of Harper's Ferry h\ Stonewall Jackson in 1<SG2.
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The reading occupied an hour and a lialf, and was listened

to with profound attention.

On motion of Prof. Diman, Col. Ward received a unani-

mous vote of thanks for the highly interesting paper. In

offering the resolution, Prof. Diman paid a marked compli-

ment to the lecturer, and Vice President xUlen added his

word of commendation.

Notwithstanding the rain-storm the room was well filled.

Dr. Henry E. Turner, of Xewport, was announced to

read the next paper on the 25th inst., to which time the

meeting was adjourned.

Amos Perry, Sec'y,

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, Februar\' 25, 1879.

A meeting Avas held this evening at a quarter before eight

o'clock, Mce President Allen in the chair.

Dr. Henry E, Turner read a paper on Jeremiah Clarke

and his descendants, showing this family to have been

remarkable for the number of governors and deputy-govern-

ors it has furnished the State, and for the wide diffusion of its

blood throuofh the old colonial families of various names.

The paper evinced extensive and thorough historical re-

search, and threw much light on a portion of our history

pertaining to the period of the Sir Edmond Andros usurpa-

tion. It vividly portrayed some of the leading characten^



K) IMIODi: ISLAND IIIfSTOKICAL SOCIETY.

of the Jcreniiali Clarke family, and set forth in a clear light

the principles of the opposing factions in the State.

At the close of the reading, which occu})ied an hour and a

half, some s})irited and highly complimentary remarks Avere

otfered hy Messrs. Denison, Allen and Perry, and a unani-

mous vote of thanks was passed to Dr. Turner for his

exhaustive and instructive address, which, it was remarked,

should be })rinted and widely circulated.

Notice wasgiven that John Austin Stevens, Esquire, Edi-

tor of the Magazine of Ainei'tran Iltstorif, would read the

next paper, jNIarch 11, on the Erencli in Kliode Island.

The meeting was then adjourned.

A-MOS rElUiV, /SW'7/.

SPECIAL :\iEETIXCJ,

Pkovidexce, March 11, 1<S7!>.

A sj)ecial meeting was held this evening. Vice President

Allen in the chair.

The record of the last meeting Mas read and approved.

Also, a list of contributions received ))y the Librarian was

read.

John Austin Stevens, Es({uire, Editor of the Magaz'nie of

Amerkan Hisfoi-ij, was then introduced and proceeded to

read a })a})er on the Erench in Phode Island during our

Ilevolutionary War. Opening with expressions of satisfac-

tion that the Erench nation has established a rei)ublican
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form of goA'ernmcnt, Mr. Stevens i)roceedc(l to give a full

i\ud exceedingly interesting history of the French troops in

Ivhode Island from the organization and arrival of the tirst

expedition under Count d'Estaing to aid the United Slates in

estahlishing their indei)endence, till the de])artnre of the

second expedition under (A)unt Rochambeau, after the sur-

render of Cornwallis at Yorktown, which closed the Revolu-

tionary Wav.

The pajx'r gave a detailed account of the French occu})a-

tion of our State and ol' their military and civic relations

with the government and the i)eo])le, and more esi)ecially

with the inhabitants of ^'ewj)ort and Providence, by whom
the FrencJi allies were warndy welcomed as the friends of

our republic, then strugiiling into existence, and entertained

with a <-or(lial and generous hospitality as cham})ions of the

.Vmeric;ui t-ause. Personal sketches were also given of

})rominent French officers of both expeditions and of many

j)olitical and social movements and events with which they

M'ere connected during their residence in this State and

country.

The Historical Cabinet was filled with an audience of

ladies and gentlemen who listened to the reading of the

pa[)er with deep interest.

Mr. Stevens received the thanks of tlie Society, embodied

in a resolution offered by Rt. Rev. Thomas M. Clark and

seconded by Prof. J. Lewis Diman. Some highly interest-

ing reminiscences were added by Vice IVesident Allen, and

critical remtirks by Messrs. Clark, Diman and Denison.

Adjourned.

Amos Pehuv, See';/.
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QUARTERLY MEETIXG.

Pkovidexce, April 1, 1879.

The quarterly meeting of the Society was hehl this even-

ing, at a quarter before eight o'eloek. Vice President Allen

in the ehair.

The Secretary read the record of the hist meeting and of

the last annual meeting. He also announced the reception

of letters from Don Jose ]\Iaria Latino C'oellio, Secretary of

the Rovid Academy of Sciences of Lisbon, Portugal,

acce})ting with thanks his election as an honorary member

:

and from Hon. Thomas C. Amory, of l>oston, his election

as a corresponding member of the Society. The Secretary

then laid l)efore the Society the following conuDunication :

l'i:ovn)i:xcF., 1{. I , April 1, lS7tt.

Mr. Amos Penij, Secretary R. I. Hisluriail Sucitty

:

De.vk Sn; :—I hereby present, throujih you, to tlie Uhoele Island Histori-

cal Society the accompanying watch, wliieli was the property of my late

husband, Captain Joseph Herlitz, Commander of the great ship Ganges,
when slie was driven up to the head of the Cove by the great gale of Sep-

tember 1'3, 1815. It was worn by iiim at that time. It has always been an

excellent time keeper, and in rnnning order up to a recent time, when it

was injured by some repairs.

Its manufacturer was Richard Farrell, of Dublin, Ireland, and it came
into my husband's possession at the close of a voyage,— a gift from the

owner of the vessel. Since his death, December IS, 1817, it has naturally

been a most precious memento to me of by-gone days and events, and
now feeling the thread of life to be nearly run,— being in my eightythird

year,— I desire to deposit the watch in the safekeeping of your honorable
Society, that it may be handed down to future generations as an interesting

relic and memorial of olden times.

I am respectfully 3onrs,

Louisa (Lutitt) IIkklitz.

The following resolutions offered by Rev. E. M. Stone,

were then unanimously passed :
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Itesoli-cd, That the thfiiiks of this Societ)' are hereby presented to Mrs.

Louisa Lippitt Herlitz for the very acceptable donation of a watch, worn

by lierlate husband, Captain Joseph Herlitz, Commander of the great ship

Ganges when driven by the great gale of September 23, 1815, and the

force of an extraordinary tide, against the Washingtf)U Building, and

there stranded.

L'psoh-ed, That in accepting the gift of Mrs Herlitz this Society begs

leave to assure her that it shall be preserved with great care among its

articles of virtu.

The Li])niriaii announced numerous donations and ex-

cliana'es since the hist ineetini»'.

Mr. R. P. Everett offered the followina" resohition, whicli

"was seconded by Rev. E. M. Stone with a brief eulogy of

.Mr. AA'illiams, after which it was adopted unaiiiniousl}'

:

EpsoJved, That by the death of William Greene Williams, the Society

has been deprived of one of its oldest, most active and devoted members,

and that in view of his long and useful services, a record of this event be

made bj' the Secretary, and a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the

family of the deceased.

^fr. A. \ . Jenks, chairman of the Committee on Xomina-

lion of Xew Members, reported in favor of the election of

the following gentlemen, and they were accordingly elected :

Rksidkxt Mkmbkrs.— John H. Stiness, Charles D. Jiilson, Winthrop

DeVVolf, Edward B. Knight.

CouRESPOxuixG Mkmbkhs.—Ray Greene Iluling, Fitchburg, Mass., Dr.

A. W. Holden, Glenu's Falls. N. Y.

Honorary Mkmhkr.—Hon. Charles Francis Adams, Cambridge, Mass.

Mr. George T. Paine read a detailed rei)ort, in behalf of

the Committee ai)})ointed a year ago to keep the Cabinet

open, and })rosecute the work of cataloguing the effects of

the Society, together with the Act of" the General Assembly

granting annually to the Society live hundred dollars for the

care, preservation and utilization of the State pro})erty in

charge of the Societ\'. The Act, whicli was formallvo • ^ *

accepted, reads as follows :
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[Passed at the Jamtary Session, 7575.]

CHAPTER m.

AN Af T IN AMENDMENT OF ClIAl'TEIl ti-t OF THE (iENEUAL STATUTES

"OF THE STATE LIBHARY.'

(PassiMl March ?, 1870.)

Jt is enacted htj the General Assemhhj as fullou's :

iSKCTiox 1. The sum of five Imndrecl dollars is aiiiinally appropriated,

to be expeiuled under the direction of the Khode Island Historieal Soci-

ety, for the care and preservation and the cataloguing of the projierty of

the State in its keeping, and for purchase and binding of books relating to

the history of the State, and for copying and preserving the records in the

several towns of the State.

Skc 2. The Khode Island Historical Society shall annually, at the May
session, make report to the General Assembly of the manner in which the

above appropriation has l)ccn expended.

Skc. 3. All books and papers belonging to the State, in the keeping of

the Khode Island Historical Society, or which may be purchased under

the above appropriation, shall be plainly marked as the property of the

State, and shall at all seasonable times be for the use of tiie citizens of

the State.

Si-X'. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its passage.

The rei)OTt was acceptt'd, and the fonowino- Tcsoliition,

I'ecoininended by the ( Vniiniittee, was then adojjted :

liesolved, That be a Committee who shall arrange with

the General Treasurer for the payment of the money appropriated by the

Legislature of the State to the annual use of the Historical Society, and
shall, in their discretion, disburse the same in accordance with the pro-

visions of the act.

Messrs. John H. Stiness, (^harles \V. Parsons and (Jeoro'e

T. Paine were nominated and elected as the (\)inniittee ])ro-

vided for by the above resolution.

A recommendation for the appointment of a Committee

on Criticism failed to pass.

Mr. George T. Paine otfered several i)ro|)()sed amend-
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ments to the Constitnlion, wliicli wero read, and continued

for action to the next (luarterly ineeting- in July.

On motion of Mr. Amos Perry, the thanks of the Society

were voted to the Special Committee, for their extended,

etlieient and satisfactory Avork in reorganizinp; and cataloauin<»-

the Library and keej)ino- it open and accessible.

Mr. A. V. Jenks nominated Mr. William MaxwelKireene

as a member of the Connnittee on the Nomination of Xew
Members, in place of William Greene AA'illiams, deceased,

and he Avas elected.

Mr. R. P. Everett offered the folloAving resolution, which

was read and passed :

Resolved, That five liundred copies of the Reports of the Librarian,

Treasurer, and various Standing Committees, togetlier witli the Proceed-

ings of 1878-9, be printed for the nse of the members, the cost of tlie

same not to exceed one hundred and ttftj' dolhirs.

The followino; named gentlemen were nominated and

elected :

Prociirators.—George C. Mason, Newport; William J. Miller, Bristol ;•

Erastus Richardson, Woonsocket; Henry F. Smith, Pawtncket; Dr.

Charles H Fisher, Scituate; George H. Oluey, Hopkiuton,

On motion, the meeting was then adjourned.

Amos Perry, Sec'y.

SPECIAL MEETIXG.

Pkovidexce, May 20, 1-S71).

A meeting was held this evening, the President in the

chair, to hear a paper read l)y Rev. George E. Ellis, 1). D.,
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of Boston, on "The Present Indian (Question with our Gov-

ernment."

The high n^putation of Dr. Ellis as a writer, together with

a warm interest in the subject of his paper, drew together a

numerous and ea^er audience. At the beeinnino" of the dis-

cussion Dr. Ellis re})eated, as a guiding principle, the (juaint

adage that no (question is settled imtil it is rightly settled.

The discourse was the fruit of a vigorous and well-trained

mind, thoroughly enlisted in the discussion of a grave and

practical sul)ject. and its author received at the conclusion of

the reading, on motion of Prof. J. Lewis Diman, seconded

by Hon. John Iv. Bartlett, the unanimous thanks of the

Society. One of the conclusions reached l)y Dr. Ellis, and

urged as the key to all right action in the premises, was,

that our (lovernment is the guardian of the Indians and,

conversely, that the Indians are the wards of the Govern-

ment. On this j)oint he s])oke with })ositiveness, l)eAvailing

the evils that have resultcMl from mixed systems and con-

fused ideas. To longer waver here is, he said, both a folly

and a crime. The guardian must exercise good faith, decis-

ion and energy, and at the same time must insist that his

wards shall have tixed hal)itations and shall cultivate such

hal)its of industry as tend to Ghristian civilization. Without

disparaging the War Department, he insisted on the exercise

of moral force, and esj)ecially on fairness and honesty in our

dealings with these children of the forest. He denounced as

barbarous and heathenish, the doctrine of extermination,

understood to be favored by some citizens outside our mili-

tary ranks. The general tenor of the discourse was pro-

nounced bv Prof. Diman to be in accord with the teachings

of Koger A\'illiams and John Elliot, whose ai)ostolic charac-

ter has received the sanction of the present generation.

(Jn motion, the meeting was adjourned.

Amos Pehuy, Sect/.



PROCEEDINGS. 2'A

QUARTERLY MEETING

Providence, July 1, 1871).

The rc£>-nl;ir quarterly meeting w.is held this afternoou at 3

o'clock, the rresideut in the chair.

Th(^ record of the last quarterly meeting was read and

ap])roved.

A letter was also read from lion. Charles Francis Adams
accepting the office of honorary memhcr of the Society, and

expressing an interest in the objects proposed. The Secre-

tary also gave an abstract of letters from jVIr. Ray Greene

Iluling, of Fitchburg, Mass., acknowledging the honor of

his election as corresponding member, and expressing his

readiness to co-operate in promoting the objects of the

Society.

The I^ibrarian reported numerous valuable donations

made since the last quarterly meeting, among whieh Avas the

Whitney Genealogy, consisting of three superbly bound and

illustrated volumes, presented by J, Whitney Phoenix, of

Xew York. This generous donation called forth warm
expressions of appreciation and of gratitude to the donor,

though no formal' vote was passed.

The Committee on the Nomination of New Members rec-

ommended, through Mr. A. V. Jenks, the following persons

for membershi}), and they were accordingly elected :

Residknt Membkrs.—Hev. C. A. L. Richards, Rev. E. H. Johuson, D. D.,

Rev. D. H. Greer and Amos D. Lockwood, Esq.

Honorary Mkmbkr.— Prof. K. Gislason, Secretary of the Royal Society

of Northern Antiquaries, Copenhagen, Denmark.
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The Secretary laid liefore the Society a letter from the

Hon. John II. Stiness tenderins: to the Society the resio:na-

tion of his office as a member of the Special Committee to

carry out the State Appro})riati()n Act. After due consider-

ation the motion was made and passed that Vice President

Allen be appointed a Conmiittee to confer with Judge Sti-

ness and request him to favor the Society with his continued

services as a member of the aboAc named (\)mmittee.

The amendments to the Constitution, proposed at the last

quarterly meetino; and referred for action to the present meet-

ing, were taken u}) and discussed section by section. The

section })ro])Osina' to have a standini:- conunittee to be called

"A Library Conunittee," and the section detinini>- the duties

of tin's conunittee, were laid u})on th(> ta1)lo to be called uj)

for action at the next annual meetini:'. .Vll the other pro-

])osed amendments were indt'finitcly j)ost})oiicd.

^Ir. Henry T. Heckwith received permission to take from

the li])rai'v, under the usual restrictions, a certtiin l)o<)k, for

the i)urpose of having a picture therein c()})ied.

A resolution was offered and seconded, having for its

o1)ject the prevention of hasty action in stani[)ing the seal of

the State on the Society's collections. After the manifesta-

tion of a lively interest on tlie subject the resohition was

withdrawn.

A re})ort from the Special Conunittee a]i})ointed at the

last (piarterly meeting to carry out the (icneral Assenil)ly

grant of money was called for. The ( onnnittee had re})orted

to the General Assembly, and, ])r()bably l)y oversight, had

failed to accoimt to the Society to which it is primarily

responsible. A'ice President Allen was a})pointed a (Commit-

tee to look after this jjranch of business.

Mr. Edward S. I>a])l)itt i>ave, by invitation, an extended
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uooount of the pro})()se(l l)i-c'eiitoniruil celebration at Bri.stol

during the coming year, and near the close of his remarks,

which were listened to with lively interest, invited the co-ojxv

ration and friendly aid of the Society in bringing a))out tlie

proposed re-union and jul)ilee.

Mr. Babliitt's glowing account and earnest ap})eal drew

forth a prompt response by Mr. Perry, who expressed, in

])ehalf of the Society, a hearty appreciation of the historic

movement in the town of Bristol, and at the conclusion of

his remarks, offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That leaniiiii; this afternoon of the proposed bi-ceutennial

observance In Bristol, the Historical Society seizes the occasion to send

words of greeting to that delightful historic town upon Narragansett and

Mt. Hope Baj's, expressing a lively interest in the proposed celebration,

and proffering such co-operation and aid as are in its power.

The resolution was seconded l)y Prof. J. Lewis Diman,

and after calling forth cordial expressions of interest from

Messrs. Diman, Stone, Allen and Southwick, was unani-

mously adopted.

Mr. Bennet J. ^Nlunro, the veteran journalist, and an

authoritative antiquarian of Bristol, responded in brief terms

to some enquiries about the early history of his native town.

On motion, the meeting was adjourned.

Amos Perky, Sec'y.

QUARTERLY MEETING.

Pkovidexce, October 7, 18711.

The meeting was called to order at a quarter before eight

4
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o'clock, wlicn, Vice President Allen not having arrived, Hon.

John R. Bartlett was called to the chair.

The record of the last meetino- was read.

The Librarian reported the donations received since the

last meetinpf, consisting of 239 pamphlets, 78 bound vol-

umes, 25 volumes of newspapers, 13 unl)ound volumes of

books, 3 maps, 19 single papers, and other smaller contriI)u-

tions.

The Secretarv read an extract from a private letter written

by the President of the Society expressing regret that seri-

ous indisposition compelled him to abandon the intention of

attendino- either of the meetiniJ:s this week.

The Secretary also read a connnnnication from Mr. Wil-

liam H. Spooner, Secretary of the 13i-(.'entennial Connnittee

of Bristol, gratefully acknowledging the action taken l)y this

Society at the last quarterly meeting in reference to their

proposed bi-centennial o1)!servance.

The Secretary reported that Judge Stiness had consented

to yield to the re(|uest of the Society to .serve on the Com-
mittee appointed at the April <|uarterly meeting.

A copy of the report made to the Genertd Assembly at the

last May session by the C'onmiittee appointed to carry out

the provisions of the State A})})ro])riation Act, was read and

received.

The Committee on the Nomination of New Members re-

ported through their chairman, ]\Ir. A. X. Jenks. Their

report was received and adopted, the election resulting as

follows :

Resident Membeijs.—William J. Cross, William T. Barton.

Corresponding Members.—Lt.-Col. Thomas L. Casey, U. S. A., Wash-
ington, D. C ; Hon. Edouard Madier de Montjau, President de la Societe

Ethnologique Araericaiue, Paris, France.

Life Member.— Eoyal Woodward, Esq., Albany, N. Y.
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Mr. AVoodward has the honor of ])v'ms the first non-resi-

dent lite member ever elected by the Society, this action

resultin<r from a letter addressed by him to Rev. E. M. Stone,

wherein he expressed a lively interest in the objects of our

Society, and suggested that it would afford him })leasure to

become a life member. That the comi^linient thus i)aid the

Society was ai)preciatcd })y our members was ap})roi)riately

shown on the occasion, and the desire was expressed that the

Secretary should note this fact.

Kev. E. M. Stone offered the following resolution, pre-

facing it with a brief account of the labors and expense

involved in the preparation and publication of the work
referred to at the last quarterly meeting

:

liesolved. That the thanks of this Society are hereby presented to Steven

Whitney Phrenix, Esq., of New York, for his munificent gift of three

elegantly printed volumes comprising the Genealogy of "the Whitney
Faniil}^ of Connecticut and its attiliations," prepared by himself, a work
exhaustive in its character, and a noble monument of his successful

endeavors.

The resolution was seconded by Vice President Allen, and

after the most cordial endorsement of its sentiments l)y him,

and by Hon. John R. Bartlett, was imanimously passed.

The folloAving resolution was offered by Rev. E. M. Stone,

and seconded by Vice President Allen, and after these gen-

tlemen and the chairman of the evening had made remarks

showing their high appreciation of the value of the gift, and

one of them had stated that i)rol)a])ly not another set of the

Boston Liherafor could l)e had on any terms, the resolution

was unanimously passed :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are hereby presented to Mrs.

John Carter Brown for her very acceptable donation to its library of a

complete set of the Boston Liberator.*

* When tliis action took place the set of Liberators was supposed to be complete, but on

subsequent examination it was ascertained that the first five volumes were wanting.
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On motion of Mr. K. P. Everett, the following resolntion

was unanimously passed :

liesolved, That the Society hereby authorizes the purchase of the series

of Rider's Historical Tracts, now in the course of publication.

Eev. Mr. Stone asked })ermission to make a drawing or

l)hotograpli of the sword and pistols that used to l)elong to

Col. E[)hraim Bowon, while in public service during the

Revolutionary War. The petitioner's object being to illus-

trate an im})ortant work now in the course of preparation

for the i)ress, a vote was i)romptly taken granting his re<|uest.

At this stao-e in the proceedinirs the Secretary was ('ailed

away, and ]\Ir. Edwin Barrows was chosen to discharge his

duties till the close of the meeting.

On motion of ]Mr. George T. Paine, it was

Voted, That the expense of heating the room and taking care of it be

paid by the Society.

A lenii'thv, thouo;h somewhat informal discussion took

]:)lace, having for its object to ascei-fain the true intent and

interpretation of the appropriation act of the last (leneral

Assembly. The result of the prolonged interview and great

freedom of expression was to somewhat harmonize very

conflicting views and to moderate, if not remoAC, fears of

serious com})lications if not of losses entertained by some

devoted meml)ers of the Society. The Chairman of the

Committee on the State a])})ro}iriation, Judge Stiness, gave

his opinion that the Society did not risk losing the control of

the ])Ooks, pamphlets and manuscripts by having them bound

at the expense of the State.

Adjourned.

Amos Perky, Sei'i/.
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SPi:( lAL MEETING.

Phovidence, Octol)er 10, 1879.

The iiieetin<j^ held this evening was called to order at a

(jnarter before eight o'clock by Vice President Allen, who

introduced the Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, the President of the

diicago Historical Society, as the speaker of the evening.

Mr. Arnold then rose and gave a discourse upon " Who
led the American Troo])s to Victory in the Northern (/am-

])aign of 1777?" occujning more than an hour and a half

in the delivery, closely engaging the attention of tlu^ audi-

ence and throwing nnich light on certain great military

movements and feats of skill and valor, which happening-

just in the nick of time turned the current of events in favor

of the colonists by giving them hope and contidence and

bringing to their support powerful French naval and land

forces. The poi'trait of Benedict Arnold was drawn with

masterly skill and discrimination. No attempt was made to

palliate the ti-aitor's crime. Treason is death to its author,

giving him a hue supposed to belong to the dwellers in Tar-

tarus. No colors are too black to be-iit the traitor. The

dyes, however, belong only to the period after the evil has

been perpetrated. Because Adam sinned we do not refuse

to acknowledge his previous innocence. Neither should we
refuse to acknowledge Benedict Arnold's good deeds before

his fall. Ilis bravery, skill, perseverance and patriotic^

endeavors are mere matters of history to which we should

not be l)lind. This is simple justice. The difficulty and

delicacy of the task undertaken by Mr. ^Vrnold were ap})reci-

ated by the audience. At the conclusion of the address the

Hon. John R. Bartlett made a motion that the thanks of the

Society be presented to Mr. Arnold for his paper, evincing
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thorough research and inve.stigation, good schohirship and

sound reasoning, and that a ('0})y of the paper be requested

for the archives of the Society, which motion, after heing

seconded and endorsed by the Secretary and theChairman,

was imanimously passed.

On motion, the meeting was adj(>urned.

Amos Perry, >SVc'y.

SPPX lAL MEETING.

Providence, Xoveml^er ;"), IS 7!).

The meotinoT was calk'd to order at 7| o'clock, and in the

absence of the l^i'csident and ])oth Vice Presidents Ilev.

Carlton A. Staph^s Avas cdected Chairman.

The Librarian announced l()(i (k)nations received since the

last meeting ; of which 40 were bound volumes, 4") })amphlets,

and the remainder newspapers.

A connnunication from Rev. Frederick Denison was lai<l

before the Society, suggesting that an effort l)e made to pre-

serve some i)ortion of an old Indian pottery manufacturing

estal)lishnient, recently In-ought to light on the farm of Mr.

H. X. Angell, in the town of Johnston, and a Committee

consisting of Kev. Frederick Denison, Vice President Allen

and William (1. 11. Mowry was a})pointed to take this matter

into consideration, and report at a su])se(j[uent meeting.

The Chairman then introduced General Horatio Kogers,

who read a i)aper on La Corne St. Luc, the leader of Bur-
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goyne's Indians. General Rogers first sketched the personnel

of Burgoyne's officers, and from their character reasoned

that tlie leader of Burgoyne's Indians would ])e a man of no

common order. He alhided to the feeling of Burgoyne

against the employment of Indians in the war against the

Colonists,— a feeling which the home government did not

respect,— and then gave a l)rief but comprehensive and ex-

ceedingly interesting sketch of La Corne St. Luc, St. Luc

had performed eminent civil and military service in Canada

before the Kevolutionary ^Vixr. lie was an active leader

against the English in Canada, but during the Revolutionary

struggle he joined hands with his former enemies, the

English, who had gained possession of Canada. Disappointed

and chagrined he made preparations to leave Canada and

reach France with his family and followers, and he set sail,

but the vessel was wrecked, his family and most of his fol-

lowers lost, and after a joiu-ney of sixteen hundred and fifty .

miles, in the severest season of the year, he arrived at Que-

bec February 23, 17(32. The loss of his family and friends

changed his plan of life, and he remained in the country.

For several years he was Superintendent of the Indians in

Canada, and in 1778 was one of the Legislative Counsellors.

When the hostilities between Great Britain and the American

Colonies began St. Luc, then sixty-six years old, took up for

the Crown, and his partisanship was intensified by a feeling

of revenge for ill-treatment at the hands of General Mont-

gomery. The services and atrocities of the Indians, during

the campaign under Burgoyne, were described, and the

paper closed with a summing up of the character of St. Luc,

who was represented as a man of education and civil and

military ability, but also as brutal, sanguinary, grasping,

avaricious and unprincipled.

The paper was received witli marked favor by a highly

appreciative audience, and at the conclusion of the reading,

on motion of Rev. E. M. Stone, who offered extended
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remarks on the general subject, the following resolution was

unanimousl}' passed :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are hereljy presented to Gen-

eral Horatio Rogers, for the highly interesting and valuable contribution

to the military history of the Revolutionary period of the United Ameri-

can Colonies, read this evening, and that a copy of the same be requested

for the archives of the Society.

On motion, the meeting was adjourned.

Amos Pekhv, Sect/.

vSPEClAL :\1EET1NG.

Providence, Novenibei- ID, 1.S79.

The meeting was called to order this evening at 7| oV-loek

by Vice President Allen, Avho at onee introduced Prof. J. L.

Lincoln, LL. D., as the lecturer of the evening. The latter

began with the remark that he had had occasion recently to

examine the character and works of the Historian I'acitus,

and that in this essay it was his aim to set forth the impres-

sions and reflections derived from that careful study. Tacitus

needs to be very patiently studied in order to be apjn-eciated.

lie has never been po})ular, but in every age he has been

admired by a few scholars who have recognized the value of

his works, and have foimd in them usefid jxilitical lessons.

Prof. I^incoln })roceeded to review^ the little that is known of

the private and })ublic life of Tacitus. He showed that in

the conduct of afl'airs the historian gained the fame of wis-

dom, experience and influence, and that like results were

won by him as a lawyer. He then referred to his Agricola

and Germania, which he regarded as historical studies i)re-
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ptiriitorv to his subsequent works, Avhich, unfortunately, have

not l)een preserved to us entire. Taeitus had to deal with

the inii)erial system. lie had to treat of it in fact as well

as substance, and as acbninistered in a tyrannical spirit,

characterized by frantic excesses and exhibitions of cruelty

without parallel. No reader was so well aware of the sober

character of his historical task as the writer himself. The

process of historical research in the age of Tacitus was not

so critical as in modern times. His work consisted, it is

probable, not so much in the examination and veritication of

documents and records as in the sifting- and comparing of

the works of his predecessors in the line of his studies.

Yet we know that he sul>jected those writers to a searching

comparison, and having reached independent conclusions set

upon them in his pages the stamp of his own mind. AVhat-

ever errors and sins might be laid to him, the unprejudiced

reader cannot fail to believe that he was animated by those

high moral views which he professed. In all issues where

virtue, justice and honor were concerned, attaching to either

social or pul)lic life, his vision was clear, his heart in the right

place. His antipathies were strong against vice of every

sort ; against all that was low and debasing for a Roman,

whether emperor, citizen or magistrate. Yet it must l)e said

he was not free from the i)rejudices of the Roman nation and

the Roman nobles. The essayist went on to speak of the

Roman spirit of contempt with which the historian regarded

foreigners, of his antipathy to the Jews, of his dislike to the

Christians. Yet, it is evident, Tacitus was not always

swayed by national feeling, as was evidenced by the admira-

tion Avith which he regarded the (Tcrmans.

After dwelling at some length upon the political principles

of Tacitus, his hatred of despotism and tyranny, and his

ideas (practical, not visionary) of repul)licanism in govern-

ment. Prof. Lincoln spoke of the merits of the great histo-

rian as a writer. These were due largely, he said, to the

\mion in him of the powers of thought and reasoning with

5
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the gift of careful and vi>'id description, Avliich always

entered largely into his i)oetic nature. His narrative was

clear and strong ; his description pictnres(|ue and effective.

I>y study and in.sight he liad come to Ix'hold distinctly the

})ersons and events of which he wrote in their essential char-

acter, and the inllucnces wliich had made and sha])ed them,

and he set them l)ef()re the reader so distinctly that all

seemed to be present as living realities. In the delineation

of character and dcscri])tion of the inner life of men his

})Ower was well nigh unri\aUed.

At the conclusion of the reading, on motion of Dr. ('. AV.

Parsons, seconded by licv. E. M. 8tone, a unanimous vote

of thanks was i)assed to Prof. Lincoln for his scholarly and

(daborate discourse, Avhich drew^ forth from the mover of th(^

resolution and Vice IVesident Alh'ii pertinent and critical

remarks.

Pev. Frederick Denison made an extended rej)ort in behalf

of the Committee ai)})ointed at the last meeting to secure

some suitable memorial of the old Indian i)ottery manufac-

turing establishment in tlie town of Joluiston. Owing to

the lateness of the hour action on the rej)()rt was deferred

till the next meeting, when it was hoped effective measures

would be ado})ted to secure the desired object.

Adjourned to the 22d inst.

Amos Pejuiy, Secy.

SPECIAL MEETING

Providexce, November 22, 1879.

A meeting was held according to a])i)ointnient at eight



PROCEEDINGS. 35

o'clock tills evening, but owing to the inconsiderable attend-

ance the meeting was adjourned to the call of the Secretary.

Amos Pekhy, Sect/.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Pkoyidexce, December 4, 1879.

A meotnig held this evening was called to order at 7|

o'clock by Vice President Allen.

The Secretary laid before the Society a letter from Col.

Thomas Lincoln Casey, U. S. A., of AVashington, I). C,
and a letter from Mr. Koyal AVoodward, of Albany, N. Y.,

the former acknowledging the honor of his election as a cor-

responding member of the Society, and the latter as a life

member, and both expressing a warm interest in the objects

of the institution.

The Secretary also laid before the Society a letter from

Mr. James Eddy Mauran, of Newport, ottering to sell at cost

a chest of papers which the owner purchased with the view

of their preservation and final transfer to the Historical Cabi-

net. Some of the papers relate to the purchase of land,

buildings and supplies for light-houses ; some from David

Howell, and others relate to the seizure of vessels from 1798

to 1816 ; some relate to revenue suits })rior to 1800 ; some

are fishery bounty i)apers ; some are books and correspond-

ence relating to the State loan of 1786, among which are

letters of the leading capitalists of the State at that time
;

some relate to divers legal settlements, and all are of an his-
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torical character, and have a special interest to ProA'idence.

The letter was received and referred to the Li])rarian to be

reported on at the annnal meeting.

The Li])rarian announced tiie donations received since the

last nu^eting, among which were moimd builders' beads,

which were taken trt)m a mound in Georgia, and used to

belong to a President of the Georgia Historical Society,

—

presented by a lady. ^

Rev. Frederick Denison read, by re<|uest, the Report of

the Committee on the Angell-Johnston Indian Pottery Devel-

oi)ment. The report was received and ordered on tile to be

printed with the Proceedings of the Society. The re})ort

was then adoi)ted, and Messrs. William G. R. jNIowry,

Frederick Denison and Henry T. Beckwith were a])pointed

a Committee to carry into action the views contained in the

report.

Rp:POTtT OF THE COMMITTEE (IF THE RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL
SOCIETY ON THE OLD INDIAN STEATITE POTTERY.

Your Committee, after different meetings, visits and examinations of

the quarry in Jolmston, and consultations with scliolars and business men,
having dtdy weighed ail evidence and opinions, respectfully report tlie

following facts and recommendations :

I, THK FACTS.

1. This ledge of soapstone is located in Johnston, R. I., about one-

eighth of a mile west of the Greek Tavern, north of the Hartford turn-

pike, on the lands of Mr. Horatio N. Angell.

2. The quarry was first opened by Mr. Angell in Feln-uary, 1878, from
which time it has attracted large and increasing attention both within our
State and far beyond it.

3. The stratum of steatite containing the pottery is about twenty-five

feet in thickness, having a dip to the east, and has now been cleared of
drift and the debris of Indian art for the space of about a hundred feet.

It lies between walls of slate stone.

4. In this stratum are several excavations made b.y the aborigines in

securing stone pots, pans, dishes and pipes. One excavation, however,
surpasses all others in magnitude and the marks of Intlian workmanship.

5. This largest excavation measures about ten feet in length, six feet
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in -width, aiul now live feet in deptli; hut from the top of the ledge, as left

by the glaciers, the excavation must have been carried down about lifteen

feet or more, inasmuch as when it was opened there lay across its top a

fallen slab of slate stone that once stood full ten feet high above it, form-

ing its eastern wall.

6. The excavation was found partly tilled with dirt, debris of Indian

art, some whole stone pots, some partly tinishcd pots, some only blocked

out, numerous stone hammers, the horns of a deer, the bones of an ani-

mal and a few shells. Many of these valuable relics have passed into

private hands and are highly prized.

7. The sides and bottom of this excavation contain about sixty dis-

tinct pits and knobs of places where pots and dishes were cut from the

rock, while all parts bear marks and scars made by the stone implements

of the swarthy quarrymen.

8. From the excavations and their surroundings have been removed

about three hundred horse cart loads of the stone chips left by the Indian

workmen, yet some have been preserved by Prof. J. W. P. Jenks, in the

Museum of Brown University.

9. Sections of the quarry revealing Indian workmanship and speci-

mens of the workmen's chips have been secured by the Smithsonian Insti-

tution, the Permanent Exhibition at Philadelphia, the Museum of Brown
University, the Peabody Museum at Cambridge, the Boston Society of

Natural History, and the Franklin Society of Providence.

10. Some of the stone pots found in the excavations, amid the debris,

are now a part of the very valuable private Indian Cabinet of Mr. Charles

Gorton, of this city.

11. Naturalists, ethnologists and students of history arc anxious to

secure views and specimens from this remarkable quarry. An able report

of it was made by Prof. Putnam, Curator of the Peabody Museum.
12. It is a historical fact stated by Hutchinson, (p. 458,) and quoted by

Potter in his History of Narragansett, (p. 8,) that the Narragansetts were

distinguished for mechanical arts and trade, and furnished earthen vessels

and pots for cooking to the adjacent native tribes.

13. It is confidently computed by men of judgment in such premises

that this quarry must have been worked by the aborigines for centuries

before whites visited this coast, and that, first and last, this ledge must
have yielded thonsands of pieces of stone ware.

14." So far as now known this ledge is the only pottery of the kind in

New England, and must have been exceedingly valuable and famed among
all the tribes of the country.

15. All who have visited the pottery have instinctively felt that some-

how it ought to be preserved ; and those who have studied it most are the

most emphatic in this opinion.

16. The conviction of all minds is that it ought to be secured and held

as a revelation and monument of Indian life and a historical treasure of

Rhode Island.
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17. The citizens of Providoiice and of the State, so far as theyluue
expressed themselves, are nnanimons and hearty in their approval of the

action taken by the Rhode Island Historical Society, and indicate a readi-

ness to support the Society in anywise and eflectual plan for securing and

preserving the section of the ledge containing the wonderful workshop.
18. The owner of the ledge is ready and anxious to co-operate with

the Society in any proper plan for preserving the unique memorial.

19. Photographic views of the ledge from different positions liave been

secured by Mr. Angell. and fine stereoscopic views of tlie excavations

were secured Ijy Prof. J. W. P. Jenks, Curator of the ]\Iuseum of Brown
University.

20. This ancient Indian workshop, properly preserved, would be a fit-

ting, perpetual and impressive monument of tlie life arts and customs of

the al)original tribes of Rhode Island, wiiose hands executed it, and a rare

historical and ethnological treasure in our couniry.

21. It is felt tliat it migiit reflect very seriously upon our historical

knowledge and our archfeological taste and interests, to suttei'this ancient

and conspicuous evidence of Indian art and workmanship to be broken up
or secured by parties out of our State, as we fear it may l)e.

22. While relics and memorials of old nations are being eagerly sought

in all lands at vast expense and treasured in costly museums, as aids in

the study of history, archteology, and anthropology— all studies of vital

interest— it is urged that Rhode Island cannot afford to be indifierent to

the most remarkaljle memorial of Indian life in New England, providen-

tially found ill her own borders, and described in Prof. Putnam's able

report of it as of superior worth.

23. So far as we have been able to calculate, after taking counsel of

good Judges, the large excavati)n may be secured and eligibly located in

our already beautiful Roger Williams Park, to be henceforth carefully pro-

tected, at a cost of about six hundred dollars.

In view of these facts, your Committee would report

ir. l{KCO.AlMEXU.\TIOXS.

1. That a Committee of three be chosen to form and execute a plan for

obtaining and preserving the old Indian Steatite Quarry and Pottery as

above mentioned, in a section of the ledge to measure about twelve feet

in length, nine feet in width and seven feet in depih, or of snch size as

may seem to be most suitable, provided the citizens of Providence and of

the State are willing to contribute the funds necessary for the puri)ose.

2. That inasmuch as the worthy idea of having, at some time, a

museum of Indian art in Roger Williams Park has been entertained and
encouraged byonr city officials and citizens — unless a more suital)lc loca-

tion shall be found, the authorities of the city of Providence be respect-

fully asked to grant a place for the keeping of the memorial in Roger Wil-

liams Park; and that they be requested to designate a spot for this pur-
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pose, on a sloi)o witliiii siglit, at least, of the statue of the fouiuler of the

State.

3. That every member of tlie Soeiet}-, and every lover of our State's

history, feel Inmself charged with an obligation to co-operate with and
assist the Committee in executing the measure here proposed.

4. That the subscriptions made for carrying out the proposed measure
be regarded as due when their amount shall reach the sum of six hundred
dollars.

5. That copies of this report be put in type for the use of the members
of the Society and the Committee, in soliciting the subscriptions required.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

F. Denison,

Zachaiuah Allen,

AViLLIAM G. R. MOWRY,

Hon. Zacliariah Allen then read a carefully prepared

essay on the domestic lite of the Indians, which contained a

ofreat amount of valual)le information gleaned from numerous

authentic sources. The paper was received with marked

expressions of satisfaction.

The tal)le, and the shelves and wall behind the President's-

seat were covered with Indian relics gathered in Ilhode

Island, and belonging to the remarkable collection of jNIr.

Charles Gorton, who was highly complimented by Vice

President Allen and called upon to give some explanation of

the various utensils before him. Mr. Gorton responded to

the call, giving a great amount of valuable information in a

brief time.

Prof. J. AV. P. Jenks, of Brown University, was next

called out and made an instructive address, strongly endors-

ing the views set forth hy the Committee.

Mr. II. X. .Vngell, the proprietor of the Indian pottery

establishment, and Mr. F. Denison each answered the call of

the Chairman, speaking in a way to entertain and instruct the

audience.

On motion of Mr. AVilliam A. Mowry, avIio i)refaced his
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resolution Avith some very eoinpHiiieiitarv remarks, the thanks

of the Soeiet}^ were voted to ^Messrs. Allen, Gorton, Jenks,

Angell and Denison for the rich and varied entertainment of

the evening. A copy of Mr. Allen's address was asked for

to be printed with the Proceedings of the Society, and the

desire was expressed that another evening should be devoted

to the history of the Indian.

The meeting was numerously attended and its interest was

fully sustained till the close at ten o'clock.

The announcement was made that Hon. William I). Bray-

ton would read the next i)a})er on the Oswego Expedition in

which Khode Island Continental troops })erf()rmed their last

service l)ef()re the declaration of peace in 17(S3.

Adjourned.

Amos Perry, Secy.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, December 16, 1S79.

A meeting held this evening was called to order at 7|

o'clock l>v A^ice President Allen.

The Secretary laid ])efore the Society a request signed l)y

Mr. George Edward .Vllen for the loan of the plat of Camp
Sprague to be hung in the Infantry .Vrmory at a meeting to

be held on the oOth instant. On motion of Mr. A.Y. Jenks,

it was

Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to grant the request on the

usual comlitions.
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The Lil)r:n'i:in announced numerous donations i-eeei\'ed

since the List meetino-,

^fr. A\'illiani (J. K*. Mowrv called attention to a nia]-l>le

block that used to stand at one end of Washington l>ridae,

and served for many years as a ])edestal to the l)ust of

AVashington.

Hon. A\'illiam 1). lirayton Avas then introduced and read a

l)aper on the Osweo-o Expedition of 1783. He was led to

essay a sketch of tliis military enterprise l)y a crude ballad

M'hich he heard sung in his younger days by a negro famil-

iarly called Prince (ireene, who Avas in the expedition and

Avas made a crii)i)le for life by exposures to biting frosts and

by the Avant of 8uita))le food. The plan of the expedition

Avas explained by means of the cori'espondence betAA^een

Washington and Colonel AVillet of XeAA' York, a\1io AA'^as

entrusted Avith the command. The fort at OsAA^ego was to be

t;d<en by surprise or not attempted. The etfort resulted dis-

astrously. The sketch, which Avas draAvn largely from the

authentic documents of the time, closed Avith the Inillad of

Prince Greene, Avhich, after pertinent comments and expla-

nations, was admirably read.

The meeting Avas fully attended and the interest Avas sus-

tained to the close.

On motion of Rca'. E. M. Stone, the thanks of the Society

Avere tendered to Hon. AMlliam 1). Brayton for his entertain-

ing and A'aluable })ai)er. a copy of Avliich Avas requested for

the arcluA es of the Society.

Adjourned.

Amos Perry, Sec\i/.
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SPECIAL MEETING.

PiiOviDEXCE, Deceml)er 31, 1.S71).

A meetini>: was held thi.s oveninii' ])eginniiio; at a quarter

l)ef()re eight o'clock, Vice President AUen in the chair.

The record of the last meeting was read and approved.

William B. Weeden, Esq. , was then introduced and read an

historical sketch of the rise of person and property, illustrat-

ing his su1)ject by numerous references and quotations. The
paper was the result of learning-, research and industry, and

showed conclusively that person and propei-ty have advanced

together in the progi'ess of the Avorld.

At the conclusion of the reading, Prof. J. L. Lincoln

highly complimented the learning and research of the lec-

turer, and moved the following resolution :

Besolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to William B.

Weeden, Esq., for his scholarly, interesting and instructive paper, and
that a copy of the same be requested for the archives of the Society.

The motion was seconded hy Isaac IL Southwick, Esq.,

and after some i)ithy remarks l)y Vice President Allen, was

unanimously passed.

Despite a severe storm of snow and sleet, a1)out thirty of

our prominent business men were in attendance and listened

attentively to the discussion of a subject intimately connected

with their affairs. The interest of the meeting was fully sus-

tained, though the Chairman expressed his fears at the outset

lest the al)sence of ladies might have a de])ressing effect.

After notice thtit the annual meeting would lie held on the

13th of January the meeting was, on motion, adjourned.

Amos Pekry, Sec//.
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ANNUAL MEETING.

Pkovidence, January lo, IS.SO.

The annual meeting was held this evening at 71 o\dock,

Viee President Allen in the chair.

The Secretary read the records of the last special meeting

and of the last annvlal meeting; also a letter from Hon.

Francis Brinley, of Newport, expressing regret at his ina-

))ility to ])e present, and his warm interest in the ol)jccts of

the Society.

The Treasurer read his annual rei)ort, showing the Society

to he in a 1)etter iinancial condition than ever before. He
also presented a sup})lemental report containing a statement

of numerous facts, both interesting and encouraging to the

meml)ers of the Society.

The Lil)rai-ian and Cabinet Keeper laid before the Society

his annual report, showing that the last year has been one of

marked })rogress, and appealing for earnest eflbrt to supply

manifest needs.

The report of Mr. George C. ]Mason as Procurator for

Newport county was read by the Secretary. It urged earnest

and systematic efforts to secure biographical sketches of dis-

tinguished deceased citizens of the State, and a copy of Dr.

Ezra Styles' diary kept at Newport during the time of the

Revolutionary War.

The Secretary also read the rei)ort of Mr. AVilliam J. Mil-

ler, as Procurator for Bristol county, who spoke of the pro-

posed monument to Massasoit, at AVarren, and of the bi-cen-

tennial celebration that is to take place at Bristol.
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The Coinniittcc on Xoiniiiation of Xcw MenilxM'H, rccom-

inciidcd tilt! l()llowiii<i- iiaincd geiitleiiieii for iiicinlxu-ship, and

they were accordingly elected :

KKsn)F,NT Memuioks.—James Coates, Cliristoplicr IJppitI, William ]).

Braytoii, Aui^iistiiie Jones, E. Webster Clarke, William II Cliandler,

Marsdeii J. I'erry, Georfjje A. Seajjjraves, Daniel Burrows, Charles L. Pot-

ter, rrovideuce; Samuel Clarke, Lincoln; Albert C. Howard, East Provi-

dence ; Wilfred II. Munroe, Bristol ; Amos G. Nichols, Ilopkintoii; Wil-

liam R. Sayles, Pawtucket.

CointKsi'oxDixr. Mkmi5K!!S.— Prof. Moses Coit Tyler, Ann Arbor, Michi-

gan ; Samuel Duuster, Esq., Attleboro' Falls, Mass.

IIoN<)i!AKY Memhki:.— IIou. Carl Scluirz, Washin.ijfton, 1). C.

The report of the ( onnnittee on (Jroinids and liuilding

was read by Mr. Southwick, showinu' a detailed account of

the expenses incuiT'cd.

The report of tlu; ('onnnittee on (lenealouical Researches

was read by Mr. William A. Mowi-y, and containcfl an

enconraiiing statement in regard to ])rogress in this depart-

ment of study. On motion of Mr. .M()\\!\^, in I)ehalf of tlu;

Connnittee, the following resolution was unanimously ])assed :

licsolrcd, T'liat the thanks of this Society are hei'eb}' iiivcn to Dr. ImIw in

M. Snow and Sidney S. Kiiler, Esr|., for the beneliL conferred by them

upon the public by their valuable and creditable contribution to the his-

torical literature of Rhode Island in tlieir recent pulilicatiou of the Keiiis-

tratiou of Births, Marriages and Deaths of tlie town and city of Provi-

dence.

licw K. M. Stone presented a re])ort in behalf of the Com-
mittee on Publications, urging the im})ortanee and the e.\|)e-

diency of issuing a seventh Nolunu* of the Society's Proceed-

ings, and this reconnnendation was endorsed by \'ice President

Allen.

The f()r(\going reports were res})ectivel\' acceptccl mid

referred to the ( ommittee on Publications.

Jlere tlu^ Society ])roceeded to tlu^ election of otHcers for

the ensuino- year with the followini>- residt

:
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OI'I'ICKKS.

President, - . . .

Vice rre.sideiits,

Secretary, . . . .

Treasurer, . . . .

Libniriiui ami Cabinet Keeper,

Coiinnittee on Nomination of New
Members,

Committee on Lectures and Kead-

ini"' of I'apers,

Committee on I'liblicalions of the

Society, . . .

Committee on (ieneal(),u;ical Ke-

searclies,

Committee on ('are ol (iroiuids and

Bnildiiiii', . - -

Audit Committee, -

Procurators,

Samuel G. Arnold,

Zaeliariali Allen,

Francis IJrinley,

Amos Perry,

Kichmond P. Everett,

Edwin M Stone,

Albert V. Jenks.

William Staples,

W. Maxwell Greene,

William Gammell,

Charles W. Parsons.

Amos Perrj',

John H. Bartlett,

J. Lewis Diman,

Edwin M. Stone,

Henry E. Turner,

William A. Mowry,

Bennett ,J. Munro,

Lsaac IL South wick,

Henry J. Steere,

Iloyal C. Taft,

Henry T. Beckwith,

Walter Blodi^et.

John P. Walker,

George C Mason,

William J. Miller,

Erastus Richardson,

Henry F. Snuth,

Charles H. Fisher,

George H. Olney,

Portsmontli.

Providence.

Newport.

Providence.

Newport.

Providence.

Bristol.

I'rovidence.

Newport.

Bristol.

Woonsockel.

Paw tucket.

Scituate.

Hopkintoii.

A proposed Miucndiiiciit to the Coiislilulion, on wliicli

action was i)o,slponed at the .Inly (inarterly meeting in l.sTil,

Avas called nj), and after some discussion, the (question

whether the Society shonhl have a Standing- Committee on

Library, and \vh:it should he the duties of said Committee,
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was referred to a Committee consisting of ]\lr. William A.

Mowry, Prof. J. Lewis Diman and Gen. Horatio Ivogers,

who were instructed to report at the next (juarterly meeting.

The report of the Committee on the State Appropriation

was read l)y Judge Stiness, and gave an account of the pro-

gress in cataloguing the Society's works.

The report was received and Messrs. Stiness, Parsons and

AVeeden were appointed to fultill the duties of the said Com-
mittee till the establishment of a Lil)rary Connnittee.

Vice President Allen re})orted verl)ally in hehalf of the

Committee on the Slate Rock ^Monument. The re})ort was

accepted and the same Committee, consisting of ^Messrs.

Allen, Diman and A^'alker, was continued.

The CV)mniittee on the Indian Pottery Development re-

ported progress.

On motion of Mr. J. P. AValker, it was

Voted, That the Committee on Publications be authorized to have

printed five liundred copies of tlie Reports of the Society, with the Pro-

ceedings and Necrology of 1879-80, the expense of the same not to exceed

one hundred and seventy-five dollars.

On motion of ^Nlr. J. A. Ilowland it was

Voted, Tliat a tax of three dollars be assessed on each resident member
to defray the current expenses of the year.

Kev. E. M. Stone made a verbal report in regard to cer-

tain historical documents that are otiered to the Society l)y

Mr. James E. ]\Iauran, of Xewport. The Connnittee con-

sidered the documents valuable, and offered to contribute

one-(|uartcr of the forty dollars required for their })urchase.

The Secretary tendered his resignation, but the Society

promptly adjourned without taking action thereon.

xVmos PEiutY, Sec'//.
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r.roiiglit forward, - - - ' - $243 98

July 21. Treasurer, for amount advanced by him in 1878, 312 25

1880.

Jan. 13. rrovidence Press Co., for printing- Keports, 1878-0, 18G 72

Printing, advertising meetings, expresses and postages, 1G5 74

Fuel, gas and janitor, ... - 150 21*

Lil>rary Committee, - - - - 95 15

Building and grounds, - - - - 85 53

Sewer tax, - - - - - 100 35

Magazines and books, - - - - 15 00

Balance on hand, . . . . 250 52

.$I,(J0G 13

There is on deposit in the Providence Institution

for Savings, - - - $243 20

Treasurer, - - - 7 20

.$250 52

RICHMOND P. EVERETT, Treasurer.

PiioviDENCK, January 13, 1880.

J'lie uiultTsijfiud li;ivc cxaiiiined the aljo\ f i-ci)ort, and c(iiii])arcd ^^anlf with vouclii-rs,

:uid tiud it coirt'Ct.

HENRY T. BECK WITH,
WALTER BLODGET,

.JOHN P. WALKER,
Audit Committee.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT.

Dr. Bkhmond P. Everett, Treasmer, in account with the lihude Island

Historical Society.

1879.

.Tan. 14. To cash on hand, ....
Life membership of Samuel G. Arnold,

Interest from Providence Institution for Savings,

July 8. Life membership of Amos D. Lockwood,

10. Interest from Providence Institution for Savings,

Oct. IG. Life membership of Royal Woodward, of Albany, N. Y.

1880.

Jan. 7. Life membership of Charles Gorton,

.$590
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Cr. Richmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account u'Hh the Rhode Island

Historical Sucictij.

1879.

March 20. Interest from Providence Institution for Savings, -fll 80

Dec. 27. " " " " " " 13 00

1880.

Jan. 13. Balance on hand, - - - - 800 00

.$824 80

There is on deposit in the Providence Institution

for Savin.irs, - - - $800 00

lUCIIMOND P. EVEKETT, Treasurer.

Providenck, January 13, 18S0.

Tlip iiiKlcrsi>;iU'(l liavo exaiiiiiicil the iibovc n'|>()rt, niid c<)iiiii;irc<l it witli tlic voiiclicrs,

HiKi find tlie same correct.

HENRY T. ISECKWITII.

WALTER BLODGET,

JOHN P. WAEKER,
Audit Committee.

Ss4fe^



REPORT OF THE NORTHERN DEPARTMENT

RHODE ISLAND II I S TO RI CAL" S O CIET Y

This tifty-eigliUi iuimial meeting liiids tlie Kliode Island Historical Soci-

etj' in a healthful condition. Its various committees have been prompt in

the discharge of their respective duties. The Librarian, besides answer-

ing numerous letters of inquiry addressed to him from various parts of

the country, and aiding inquiries of a local character, has devoted much

time to soliciting and obtaining contributions to its collections Under

the direction of a special committee, Mrs. Rebecca R. Gushing, has con-

tinued the work of cataloguing the Society's collections and of examin-

ing our files of newspapers for the purpose of ascertaining their defi-

ciencies. This latter has been completed. Our newspapers are among

the most valuable of our treasures, affording, as they do, a rich mine of

facts for the historian, the biographer, and genealogist.

PAPERS ki-:ai>.

The papers read before the Society were eleven in number, as follows :

1879.

January 28. Hon. Al^rahani Payne, on The Life and Times of Jonathan

Edwards.

February U. Col. John Ward, of New York, on The Siege of Harper's

Ferry by Stonewall Jackson.

February 25. Dr. Henry E. Turner, of Newport, on Jeremiah Clarke

and his descendants.
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Marcli 11. John Aiistiu Stevens, Esq., of New York, on The Frencli in

Rhode Island.

May 20. Rev. George E. Ellis, D. D., of Boston, ou The Present Indian

Question with our Government.

Oetober 10. Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, of Chicago, ou The Northern Cam-

paign of 1777, including the Military Services of General Benedict

'Arnold.

November 5. General Horatio Rogers, on La Corne St. Luc, the leader

of Burgoyne's Indians.

Novcfniber 19. Professor J. L. Lincoln, on The Character and Works

of the Historian Tacitus.

December 4. Rev. Frederick Denison read hy request a Report of the

Committee on the Angell-Johnston-Iudian-Pottery Development.

December IC. lion. William D. Brayton, on The Oswego Expedition

of 1783.

December 21. William B. Weeden, Esq., on The Rise of Person and

Property.

CONTRIBUTIONS.

The contributions for the year number 3 025. Of these, 2,440 were

pamphlets; 331 bound volumes of books^ 50 unbound volumes of books;

14 bound and 18 unbound volumes of newspapers ; 48 manuscripts; and

23 maps, plats and charts. The residue comprise engravings, broadsides,

hand-bills, single newspapers, cuttings, and articles of virtu-

Among the ))Ooks specially noticeable are the valuable scientific works

issued by tlie Federal Government, that come to us through the State,

Treasury, War, Navy and Interior Departments, and the Smithsonian Insti-

tution. Besides being flue specimens of the printer's art, many of them

are profusely illustrated with prints as pleasing to the eye as the text is

instructive to the mind.

By exchanges and a few purchases a considerable number of town his-

tories have been added to our collections. O^ie of our valuable acquisi-

tions is " The Genealogies and Estates in Charlestown, Mass.," in two

volumes,— a work of immense painstaking. This work, comprising

eleven hundred and seventy-eight pages, vvas commenced and advanced

by Thomas Bellows Wyman, an earnest antiquary, but whose lamented



.'">4 EHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

(lentil, in LS78, prevented its completion by his hand. In accordance with

his expressed will, the labor of finishing the work was assigned to Rev.

Henry H. Edes, to whose industry, care and fidelity, every page bears

honorable testimony. To persons seeking to trace their connections with

the early settlers of Charlestown these volumes will be found of great

value.

One of the latest Genealogies, worthy of special notice, is that of "The

Whitney Family of Connecticut" and its affiliations, representing the

descendants of Henry Whitney, IG49 to 1878, by Stephen Whitney Phaniix,

Esq., of New York. It was completed in 187!), and is comprised in three

volumes (quarto) of 2,740 pages, being the largest privately printed work

of the kind ever issued in Europe or America. The edition consists often

folio and five hundred quarto copies, all for presentation— one of* which

is in the library of the Kliode Island Historical Society. The work is

worthy of careful inspection by ever}' one interested in the study of gene-

alogy, for its merits cannot be fully described. Ten years of constant

labor were devoted to it by Mr. Phtenix, and he wrote upwards of four-

teen thousand letters, to many of wJiich no replies were received — so lit-

tle interest do some people take in the preservation of family history.

Several years ago the last revised proofs were returned to the printer with

the manuscript, and twenty minutes later both the manuscript and the

text of the whole Avork were destroyed by fire iu the city of New York.

Phamix like he recommenced liis genealogy on a more extensive scale than

before, seeking new materials ; and the commendable result achieved is

the enviable reward of his patient toil and persevering industry. That it

was a labor of love is obvious from the inscription it bears :
" I inscribe

these volumes to the dear memory of my beloved mother, Mary, daughter

of Stephen and Harriet Whitney, for whose tender love and devotion I

owe a debt of more than filial gratitude and reverence." The volumes

contain particulars of twenty thousand three hundred and sixty one prin-

cipal persons, whose names are in heavy-fiiced type, and there are admir-

able indexes of places and surnames, which are invaluable.*

In 1867, a genealogy of The Descendants of John Phffinix, an early set-

tler of Kittery, Maine, was privately printed by the Bradstreet Press for

Mr. Pha-nix, and he has ready for publication the Genealogy of the Family

of Alexander Phcjeuix, the first emigrant, born in England in 1043.

*Next to tlic Wliitney Genealogy in point of niagnituJe is tliat of the Taylor Family of

England.
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Mr. Phojiiix has also given luucli persoual atteulion to the neglected

portraits of American worthies in Old New York, many of which he has

had engraved, from time to time, and distributed to friends. Tlie Records

of the Reformed (Dutch) Church since 1639, and of the First Presbyterian

Church in New York, have been carefully copied and are being printed in

the New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, solely at his re-

(juest, by which many persons will be enabled hereafter to trace their

ancestors and write up their genealogies.

From Samuel Duuster, Esq., of South Attleboro', Mass., we have

received the "Genealogy of the Duuster Faniil}'," a Avork of thorough

research, and an important contribution to that department of litera-

ture.

To Joseph J. Cooke, Esq., of Providence, we are iudebtoil for a copy of

the "Genealogy of the Russell Family," edited by Hon. John K. Bartlett.

Besides a full account of the Russells, and collateral branches of the fam-

ily, and of the Drowne ftimily, prepared by Henry T. Drowne, Esq., of

New York, the value of tlic volume is enhanced by a comprehensive notice,

written by Albert R, Cooke, Esq., of Governor Nicholas Cooke, one of the

eminent Rhode Island patriots of the Revolution, Avhose life and services

deserve commemoration in an independent biography. Mr. Bartlett

brought to his work the spirit of a true genealogist, and has completed

his task with commendable skill.

Another work of this class Avhich we are glad to have on our shelves, is

the " Genealogy of the Tilley Family," compiled by Mr. R. Ilammitt Tilley,

of Newport. lu this brochure of seventy-nine pages, Mr. Tilley has

brought together the results of extensive investigation, and deservedly

takes rank with writers of this class. Mr. Tilley is still pursuing his

investigations, with a view to issuing a second and more complete edition

of his family record.

Claudius B. Farnswortli, Esq., of Pawtucket, R. I., has thoughtfully

placed in our library, " Epitaphs from the Old Burying Ground in Groton,

Mass.," with Notes and Appendix; a handsomely printed volume of two

hundred and seventy-one pages, prepared by Samuel A, Green, M. D.,

with his well known accuracy, making a valuable contribution to mortu-

ary literature.

Still another genealogical work of importance, presented to our Society

by its author, Mr. Charles Henry James Douglas, is "A Collection of

Family Records with Biographical Sketches and other Memoranda of
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Families and Individuals Ijearing the name of Douglas." This volume of

five hundred and sixty-three pages contains the Douglas Coat of Amis

and twelve portraits. The work was pursued and completed while the

author was a student in Brown University, at wliich he was graduated in

1879.

From the Royal Historical Society of Great Britain, has been received

Volume VIII. of its Transactions, recently published, edited by its learned

Secretary, Rev. Charles Rogers, LL. D. It consists of sixteen independ-

ent papers, among them Notes on the Study of History, by the Editor;

Domestic Every Day Life, Manners and Customs in England from the

earliest period to the end of the eighteenth century, etc. ; Early Laws and

Customs in Great Britain Regarding Food; Alexander in Afghanistan;

and much other matter iuteresting alike to the antiquary and to the popu-

lar reader. The woi'k is a valuable acquisition to any library.

The learned Societies with which we are in correspondence, at home

and abroad, have continued, as heretofore, their acceptable contributions

to our collections, while a number of individuals, like Dr. Samuel A.

Green, of Boston, and Henry Thayer Drowne, Esq., of New York, have

not failed to show a substantial interest in the objects of our Society. To

the Smithsonian Institution we are still under obligations for courtesies

in facilitating foreign exchanges, as we also are for its valued publica-

tions. To the National Bureau of Education, to General A. A. Hum-

phreys, Hon. John Jay Knox, and to the Departments of State, of the

Treasury, of the Interior, of the Navy, and of War, thanks are due and

tendered, for valuable publications issued from the government press.

A silver watch presented to the Society by Mrs. Louisa Lippitt Herlitz,

worn by her husband, the late Captain Joseph Herlitz, when the vessel he

commanded (the ship Ganges) was, by the force of the terrific gale of

September 22d and '23d, 1815, wrecked against the Washington Building,

in this city, is an interesting souvenir of an event which raised the tide

more than seven feet higher than ever before known, submerged a large

portion of the business part of the town, carried away the great bridge,

drove between thirty and forty vessels into the cove, spread devastation

in every direction, and forced the ocean spray forty miles into the country.

Captain Herlitz was an enterprising ship master, highl.v esteemed, and the

watch here named, made by Richard Farrell, of Dublin, Ireland, was a

gift to him from the owners of the vessel of which he was in command, as

a token of their confidence and respect. He died in Providence, Decern-
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bcr 20tli, LSIO, in tlio tliirty-tiftli year of his age, and was buried witli

Masonic honors.

A reminder of the bnildinj; of Washington Bridge has been added to

our collections in the form of a marble tablet, bearing the following

inscription :

WASHINGTON BRIDGE.

Built by

John Bkown, Esq. 1793.

This MoxuMF.XT is erected by the Founder and Proprietor

of India Point, As a Xestiniony of High

Respect for the

Gheat & Illustrious Washington.

The monument here mentioned, of the base of which the tablet was a part,

was a life-size statue of Washington, carved in wood, by John Bowers, of

Providence, and erected at the west end of the bridge. It was swept

away and lost in the groat September gale already spoken of. The build-

ing of this bridge Avas connected in the mind of Mr. Brown with the ex-

tension of his commercial pursuits. He was a man of great enterprise,

and at this time a leading merchant, having twenty sail of ships engaged

in commerce. He took a prominent part in the affairs of town and State,

during the Revolution, was one of the celebrated company which, in 1772,

burned the Gaspee, as the first outbreak of a resistance to the mother

country in Rhode Island, and in 178+, was chosen to represent his native

State in Congress, a position to which he was repeatedly re-elected. In

carrying out his business plans, Mr. Brown filled in about four acres of

the flats near the western terminus of the bridge, and established a wharf

flush with deep water. He also built a ship of one thousand tons burthen,

which he named the Washington, the largest vessel, at that time, that had

ever been built in America, designed for the India trade,— a trade then

highly lucrative. The cost was .$.300,000. Freighted with a suitable

cargo, she sailed for China, where, without consulting the owner, and to

his painful regret, she was sold by the supercargo. By this unexpected

transaction, Mr. Brown's liigh hopes were swept away, and commerce at

India Point dwindled. Mr. Brown was born in Providence, January 27th,

1730, and died September 20th, 1803, in the sixty-eighth year of his age.

On his tomb stone, beneath his name, is inscribed :

" The enterprising and accomplished Merchant,

The tried Patriot and wise Legislator,

The universal Philanthropist and sincere Christian."

8
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For t.hi« interesting relic of eighty-seven years gone by the Society is

indebted to Mr. Benjamin J. Brown, now in tlie eighty-tliird year of his

OUU CONTliinUTOIiS.

Excinsive of thirty-six volumes of history and ))i()griii)hy, and nine

pampidets, obtained in exchange for duplicate jjuljlicatioiis, the coutrii)U-

tions to the Society's collections before enumerated have been received

from the following societies and individuals:

Maine Historical Society, American Philosophical Society,

Massachusetts Historical Society, Delaware Historical Society,

American Antiquarian Society, Chicago Historical Society,

Essex Institute, Congressional Library, Washington,

N. E. Historical and Cenealogical Department of State, Washington,

Kegister, Department of Engineers, Washing-

Worcester Society of Antitiuity, ton.

Massachusetts State Library.

Boston Public Library,

State of Massachusetts,

Department of War, Washington,

Department of the Interior, Wash

ington.

New Hampshire Historical Society, Department of Agriculture, Wash-

Old Colony Historical Society,

Vermont Historical Society,

Vermont State Library,

Connecticut Historical Society.

New Haven Historical Society.

Yale College Library,

New York Historical Society,

New York American News Co
,

New York Mercantile Library,

New York State Libi-ary,

Philadelphia Lii)rary Co.,

Long I.-sland Historical Society,

Minnesota Historical Society,

New Jersey Historical Society,

Orange (N. J.) New England

Society,

Oneiila Historical Society,

Pennsylvania Historical Society,

ington.

Department of the 'I'l-easury, Wash-

ington,

Bureau of Education, Washington,

Smithsonian Institution, Washing-

ton,

Ohio Historical Society,

Cleveland Historical Society,

Wisconsin Historical Society,

K. I. Soldiers and Sailors' Historical

Society,

Iowa Historical Society,

Minnesota Historical Society,

Minnesota Academy of Natural

Sciences,

Chiciigo Historical Society,

Maryland Historical Society,

Montana Historical Society,
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Virginia Ilistorical Society,

Soutiicni Historical Society,

Geor<^ia Ilistorical Society,

South Carolina Historical Society,

Kentucky Ilistorical Society,

Quebec Historical Society,

Massachusetts Railroad Commis-

sioners,

Royal University, Ciiristiania, Nor-

way,

Royal Society Northern Antiqua-

ries, CopenIia,ij;en, Deinnark,

Royal Historical Society, London,

Royal Society Arts anil Sciences,

Lisbon, Portugal,

Halifax Historical Society,

Institution Ethnolojii(|ne, Paris,

Stale of Hliode Island,

City of Providence,

Rhode Island State Board of Chari-

ties,

Rhode Island Medical Society,

William A. Mowry, Providence,

Rhode Island Hospital, '•

Hon. John R. Bartlett, "

Richmond P. Everett, "

H. M. Cooml)s & Co., '•

All)ert V. Jenks, "

Joseph J. (;ooke, "

Rt. Rev. Thomas M. Clark, Provi-

dence,

Hon. Thomas A. Doyle, Providence

Rev. Edwin M. Stone, "

John S. Ormsbee, "

James P. Walker,

Mrs. J. n. lloskins, "

Mrs. Louisa Lii.pitt Ilerlitz, "

Samuel Green, "

Stephen D. Greene, "

Miss P. Jackson, Providence,

Albert T. Elliott,

Frank M. liurrough, "

Eben E. Thaxter, "

Mrs. John Carter Brown, "

William Viall,
"

Christopher Burr, "'

Hon. Joshua M. Addeman, "

Hon. John H. Stiness, "

Hon. Amos Perry, '*

Edwin Barrows, "

George W. Davis, "

Mr.s. George Richmond, "

Sidney S. Rider, "

John A. Howland, "

George T. Paine, "

Asa M. Gammcll, "

Mrs, William Earle, "

Gen. Horatio Hogers, "

Rev. N. Williams,

Charles W. Parsons, M. D., "

Henry T. Beckwith, "

William A. Harris, "

Rev. Carlton A. Staples, "

Rev. Samuel II. Webb, "

William E. Brown, *'

Rev. Thomas Laurie, I). D., "

Rev. Frederic Denison, "

J. A. & R. A. Reid,

Reuben A. Guild, LL. D., "

J. V. C. Joslin,

, Hon. Samuel G. Arnold, Ports-

mouth, R. I
,

George C. Mason, Esq., Newport,

William J. Miller, Esfj , Bristol, R I.,

J. G. Perry, South Kingstown, R. I
,

C. B. Farnsworth, Pawtucket,

Prof. Joseph Eastman, East Green-

wich,
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Sam W. Clarke, Warwick, R. I.,

Hon. Marshal P. Wilder, Bostou,

Mass.,

Samuel A. Green, M. D , Bostou,

Mass.,

George B. Reed, Boston, Mass.,

Hon. Richard Frothiniiham, Bos-

ton, Mass.,

Charles F. Folsoni, M. D., Boston,

Mass.,

Sampson, Davenport & Co., Bos-

ton, Mass.,

Alexander Williams, Boston, Mass.,

Hon. Alfred Tnrner, " "

A. M. Knapp, " "

Hon. Robert C. Wiuthrop, Boston,

Mass.,

Rev. Robert (-. Waterston, Boston,

Mass.,

Phineas Bates, Jr., Esq., Boston,

Mass.,

Houghton & Co , Boston, Mass.,

Rev. P. I). Pcet, Clinton, Wisconsin,

Hon. Charles Deane, Cambridge,

Mass ,

Rev. Elmer M. Capen, D. D., Som-

erville, ]\Iass.,

James S. Pike, New York,

Hon Henry K. Oliver, Salem,

Mass.,

Iowa Churchni'tii,

Frederick Mulier, Amsterdam,

Rev. William Hague, D. D.,

Hon. Mark Kimball, Chicago,

A. S. Gatschet, Washington,

J. .\ustin Stevens, New York,

H. H. Morgan, St. Louis,

Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Washing-

ton, D. C.

Benjamin Perley Poore, Esq ,

Washington. D.C.,

J. A. Farwell, Chicago, 111.,

Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia,

J. W. Bouton, New York,

Rev. Arthur C. Stilson, Ottuniwa,

Iowa,

H. A. Brock, Esq., Richmond, Va.,

Col. Charles C. Jones, Jr., Augusta,

Ga.,

Col. Jolin Ward, New York,

J. Fletcher Williams, St. Paul,

Minn.,

Rev. T. S. Drowne, D. D., Garden

City, Long Island, N. Y.,

Henry Thayer Drowne, New York,

Prof. Asa Bird Gardner, West Point,

Gov. Ilartranft, Harrisburg, Pa.,

James B. Angell, LL. D., Ann Arbor,

Mich.,

Franklin A. Dexter, Esq., New

Haven, Ct..

Rev. Samuel Osgood, D. D., New

York,

B. F. Stevens, London,

Frederick A. Holden, Washington,

Hon. John J. Knox. "

Hon. James A. Garfield, "

Hon. C. C. Patterson, "

Hon. John Eaton, "

Hon. Henry B. Anthony, '*

H. W. Ilcjwgate,

Hon. A. E. Burnside, "

Hon William G. Ledru, ••

Hon. Benjamin T. Fames, "

Hon D. M. Key.

E. Dufo.sse, Paris.

Alexander Duncan, Esq., England,

Auonvmous,
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Editors of Tuftonian, Soiiiorvilk', Ilun. Cliarles Frauds Adams, Cam-

Mass., bridge, Mass.,

Barnes & Co., New York, George II Greeue, Lansing, Mich.,

Henry E. Turner, M. D., Newport, Henry Phillips, Jr., Ph. D., Philadel-

R. I
,

phia,

Benjamin Rhodes, Newport, R. I., Alfred E. Whittaker, San Francisco,

Ferree & Co , Philadelphia, Cal.,

Rev. James M. Hoppiu, D. D., New James S. Pike,

Haven, Ct., M. D. Gilman, Montpelier, Vt.,

Rev. J. H. Mellish, South Scituate, Samuel A. Dunster, South Altleboro,

R. I., Mass.,

Mrs. Jane A. Fames, Concord, N. H., William W. Wheldon, Concord,

American Unitarian Association, Mass.,

Boston, Mass., George Washington Warren, Boston,

Frederic W. Lincoln, Boston, Mass. Mass.,

A HUNDRED YE.4US AGO.

The year just closed and the year upon which we have now entered fur-

nish striking contrasts in the condition of Rhode Island to-day with its

condition a century ago. Then, the population of the State numbered not

more than 52,000 ;* now, assuming that the increase from 1875 to 1880

has equalled that shown during the period from 1870 to 1875, the popula-

tion of the State is about 275,000. Then, the population of Providence

did not exceed 4,000; now, it exhibits over 104,000. Then, our sister

capital, Newport, numbered about 5,000 souls; now, more than 15,000.

Then, the State was oppressed with the burthen of war, and in the struggle

for national life, giving to the country the service of its entire male popu-

lation between the ages of sixteen and sixty; Newport and Providence

were occupied as military camps and hospitals, and the entire sea line of

Rhode Island required constant guarding against the invasion of an enemy

watching opportunities from its central position at New York; now, the

arts of peace are smiling upon the people, and filling them with a joyous-

ness in those days of peril unknown, the music of a prosperous industry in

the various departments of agriculture, commerce, manufactures and me-

chanic arts is everywhere heard; horse-back mail carrying, and slow-coach

*According to the census of \78-i the popuhitioii of the State was 52,.3-l~; the popuhttion

of Providence was then 4,"J10; and of Xewport, 5,530.
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passenger conveyance have given place to railroad and steamboat transit;

while education, in its elementary and higher departments, in obedience

to the demand of a healthful public sentiment, is freely shedding its bless-

ings upon every one of every class, willing to accept them. Then, to visit

Boston from Providence was a wearisome day's ride; now, that visit may

be made in seventy-live minutes! Then, the people were content to hear

from foreign lauds once in forty days or three months : now, we open the

morning papers and read the doings of the previous day in England, con-

tinental Europe, Turkey, Egypt, Afghanistan and China! What still

greater wonders, iu the way of progress, the phonograph, the telephovic,

and other developments of science, have in store for us, it would be vain

to even conjecture.

AN EARLY PHOCLAMATIOX.

But while a hundred years ago the people of Rhode Island were sorely

pressed by the calamities of war, they were not unminilful of the justice of

their cause, nor doubtful of an ultimate successful result. They believed

iu a superintending Providence as a power that shaped the destinies of

nations as of individuals, and to whom it was but the prompting of rever-

ential trust to look for direction in all seasons of trial, and for aid in

threatening exigencies. It was iu this view that Governor William Greene,

a true sou of Rhode Island, and a patriot of the noblest type, issued the

following proclamation, which is here reproduced as a specimen of the

spirit by which himself and the leading minds of the State were actuated

while stimulating the people to persistent resistance of oppression, and

a vindication of their civil rights.

Prodama: ion fur Fast.

By His Excellency, William Greenk, Esq.,

Governor, Captain General, aud Commander-in-Chief of and over the State

of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations :

A rUOCLAMATIOX.

Wheueas the Most Honorable the Congress of the United States of

America did, on the Eleventh Day of March last, pass the following Re-

solve, to wit

:

" It having pleased the righteous Governor of the World, for the Pun-

ishment of our manifold Oflences, to permit the Sword of War still to
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liarrass our Country, it becomes us to endeavor, by humbliui? ourselves

before him, and turiun<r from every evil Way, to avert his Anjrer, and

obtain his Favor and Blessing: It is therefore hereby recommended to

the several States,

"That \Vki>nksi>ay, the 2Gth day of April next, be set apart and observed

as a day of Fasting, Humiliation and Pkayek. that we may with one

Heart and one Voice implore the Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth to

remember Mercy in his Judgments;— to make us sincerely penitent for

our Transgressions;— to prepare us for Deliverance, and to remove the

Evils witii which he has been pleased to visit us;— to banish Vice and

Irreligion from among us, and establish Virtue and Piety by his Divine

Grace;— to bless all public Councils throughout the United States, giving

them Wisdom, Firmness and Unanimity, and directing them to the best

Measures for the public Good; — to bless the Magistrates and People of

every Hank, and animate and unite tlie Hearts of all to promote the Inter-

est of their Country ;— to bless the public Defence, inspiring all Command-
ers and Soldiers with Magnanimity and Perseverance, and giving Vigor

and Success to the Military Operations by Sea and Laud;— to bless the

illustrious Sovereign and the Nation in Alliance with these States, and all

who interest themselves in the Support of our Rights and Liberties;- to

make that Alliance of perpetual and extensive Usefulness to those imme-
diately concerned, and Mankind in general; to grant fruitful Seasons and

to bless our Industry, Trade and Manufactures ; — to bless all Schools and

Seminaries of Learning, and every Means of Instruction and Education

;

to cause Wars to cease, and to establish Peace among the Nations.

"And it is further recommended that servile Labor and Kecreatiou be

forbidden on said Day "'

And wliereas the Council of War appointed to act in the Recess of the

General Assembly of the State, taking the aforesaid Resolves into consid-

eration, did on this Day request me to issue a Proclamation to make
known the same, and recommending the said Day to be observed accord-

ingly ; and that all servile Labor and Recreation be abstained from thereon :

I have therefore thought lit to issue this Proclamation, to make known the

same, and do hereby recommend it to all the Inhal>itants of this State to

observe the said Day as a Day of Fasting, Humiliation and Prayer, accord-

ing to the Intent of said Resolve; and to abstain from all servile Labor

and Recreation on that Day.

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the said State, this Eighth Day
of April, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Eighty, and in the Fourth Year of Independence.

William Greene.

By His Excellency's Command

Henry Ward, Sec'ry.

God save the United States of America.
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INDEPENDENCE IN PROVIDENCE.

Tracing the path of time backward for a little more than half a century

we come npon the tirst commemoration, in Providence, of American Inde-

pendence. It was a season of universal exultation, and joj' found expres-

sion iu every class of citizens. How could it be otherwise in the home of

Stephen Hopkins, Nicholas Cooke, Arthur Fenner, Theodore Foster,

Simeon Thayer, Solomon Drowne, Jeremiah Olney, the Browns, the

Nightingales, the Bowens, Cyprian Sterry, Joseph Kussell, John Mathew-

son, Silas Downer, Ambrose Page, and others of that ilk?

The Declaratiou of Independence was received in Providence from Con-

gress on Friday, July 12th, and published in the Providence Gazette the

following day. Thursday, the 25th of July, Avas chosen for giving vent to

popular feeling. In the meantime the necessary preparations were made,

and at eleven o'clock on the morning of that day Governor Cooke,

attended by such members of both Houses of Assembly as were in town,

together with a number of prominent citizens, went in procession to the

State House, escorted by the Cadets and Light Infantry companies, where,

at twelve o'clock, w-as read the Act of Asseml)Iy concurring with the Gen-

eral Congress in their Declaration of Independence. The Declaration was

also read by George Brown, then upwards of eighty years old. He was

selected on account of the compass of his voice, and so firm and clear

was his utterance that he was distinctly heard on North Main street.* At

the conclusion of the reading thirteen volleys were fired by the Cadets

and Light Infantry; the Artillery company next fired thirteen cannon, and

a like number of new cannon (cast at Hope Furnace) was discharged at

the great bridge. The ships Alfred and Columbus likewise fired thirteen

guns each, in honor of the day. At two o'clock the Governor, attended

and escorted as above, proceeded to Hacker's Hall, where an elegant enter-

tainment was provided on the occasion. After dinner the following toasts

were drunk, viz. :

1. The Thirteen Free and Independent States of America.

2. The Most Honorable General Congress.

3. The Army and Navy of the United States.

4. The State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.

* Mr. Brown was an Englisluuan, dist inguislied for benevolence, wit and integrity. He
died in East Greenwicli in Marcii, 1785, and was interred in Providence.
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5. Tlie Coiiiinerce of the United States.

(>. Liberty, to tliose who have Spirit to assert it.

7. Tile Friends of tlie United States in every I'art of the Eartli.

8 General Wasliinyton.

1). Tlie Oflicers of tlie American Army and Navy.

10. IVIay the Crowns of Tyrants be Crowns of Thorns.

11. Tlie Memory of the Brave Officers and ^leii who have fallen in

liefence of American Liberty.

12. ]\Lay the Constitution of each separate State have for its Object

the Proervation of tiie Civil and Keliitious Rights of .Man-

kind.

13. May the Union of the States he established in Justice and

]\Iutual Contidence ami be as IVrmaiieiit as the Fillars of

Nature.

The Artillery and a number of other gentlemen dined the same day at

Lindsey's Tavern, when the following toasts were drunk :

1. The Free and Independent States of .\merica.

2. The General Congress of the American States.

o. The Honorable John Hancock, Esq.

4. His Excellency General Washington.

5. His Excellency General Lee.

f). The Brave Carolinians.

7. Success to General Gates and the Northern Army.

8. May the subtility of the .Amerrcan standard destroy the ferocity

of the British Lion.

1), The State of Hhode Island and Providence Plantations.

10. The Honorable Governor Cooke.

11. May the Independent States of Anierica forever bean Asylum

for Liberty.

12. The American Army and Navy.

];x The Providence Independent Companies.

"The above," says a recorder of the event, " was conducted with great

order and decency, and the Declaration received with every mark of

applause. Towards evening the King of Great Britain's Coat of .Arms

was taken from a late Public Office, as was also the sign from the Cro%vn

Coftee-House, and burnt."

Thus closed the first celebration in Providence of our nation's birth.

ft
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Of the celebration held July 4th, 1778, the Providence Gazette of July

nth, gives the following description :

" Saturday last being the Anniversary of American Independence,

\vherel)y these United States through their Delegates in Congress, unani-

mously and forever renounced the sanguiirary Tyrant of Britain, and

wisely assumed to themselves a Name that is acknowledged among the

Nations, the Day was celebrated here in a Manner suitable to the great

and happy Occasion. At one o'clock Thirteen Cannon were discharged

from the Fort on Fox Point; at P'our the Forts at Pawtnxet, Field's, Ket-

tle and Fox Points, and the ship Defence, were manned, when an irregular

Fire of Cannon and Musquetry commenced, which continued near an

Hour, and afforded a just and lively Pepresentation of a Gereral Action.

The Honorable Major-General Sui.livax with his Suite, accompanied by

a number of Ladies and Gentlemen of the Town, went on board the De-

fence where they had a prospect of the whole Exhibition. At Sunset the

Regiments stationed for Defence of the Town were drawn up in the rear

of the Redoubts, and tired a Feu-de-joi, which did great Honor to the

Director and the troops, as it was allowed by Judges to be the best Per-

formance of the Kind they had ever heard. The vast Concourse of People

that covered the Hills, and the loud and repeated Acclamations of Joy,

greatly contributed to the Grandeur of the Scenes. In the Evening a num-

ber of Military Gentlemen and principal Inhabitants, assembled at Gene-

ral Sullivan's Head Quarters, and concluded the Celebration of the Anni-

versary with the following Toasts;

L The ever memorable Fourth of July, 1770.

2. The United States of America

3. The Continental Congress.

4. Our Magnanimous Friend and Ally the King of France.

5. AH the Friendly European Powers.

C. The .American Plenipotentiaries at Foreign Courts.

7. General Washington and the American Army.
8. The American Navy.

0. The Governor and State of Rhode Island.

10. Protection to the State of Rhode Island, and Health to the Mili-

tary Commanders.
11. A total overthrow to the Enemies of xVnierica.

]'2. May the Sons of Liberty enjoy P^reedom in every part of the

Globe.

13. May the Blossoms of Freedom never be blasted in America."

July 4, 1779. The day was commemorated " with demonstrations of joy

suited to the happy occasion." Salutes were fired at the several Posts,

an elegant entertainment was provided at Cold Spring, attended by Major-

Geueral Gates, Brigadier-General Glover, with several other gentlemen of

the army and of the town, together with a number of ladies, and at which



REPORT OF NORTIIERX J)EPAI{TMENT. 67

thirteen patriotic toasts were drunk, not forgetting Louis XVI., Generals

Lincoln and Moultrie, the officers and soldiers who had died in defence of

America, the United States, Congress, juid the (Jovernor and State of

Rhode Lsland.

A CO.MMKMOHATION SONG.

While the patriots of Providence were engaged as above descrii)ed at

Cold Spring, a company of Americans, no less patriotic, were similarly

engaged in .A msterchim,- Holland. For thiit occasion the following song

was written by a Dutch lady residing at the Hague. It is here reproduced,

not for its poetic merit, but as an expression of the spirit which fired

many sympathetic hearts in that city of Bankers, at a period when a

dark cloud hung over the prospects of Freedom in our laud. The tune to

which it was sung is not mentioned :

1. tiod save the thirteen States!

Long rule the I'nited States!

God save the .States!

Make us victorious,

Hapjiy and glorious,

^'o tyrants over us

;

God save t!ie States

!

2. Oft did America

Forsee with sad dismay.

Her shiv'ry near

:

Oft did lier grievance state,

15ut Uritain falsely great,

Urging lier desp'rate fate,

Turn'd a deaf ear.

:t. Now the proud British foe

We've made, hy vict'ries, know
Our .sacred riglit :

Witness at Bunker Hill,

Where god- like Warren fell,

Happy his blood to spill

In gallant tight.

i. To our fani'd Wasui.xgton,

Brave Stauk, at liennington,

Glory is due :

Peace to MoXT(iOM'ltV's shade,

Wlio, as he fought an<l bled,

Drew honors round his head,

jVum'rous as true.

5. Look at .Sar'toga's plain,

Our captains on the main,

MoUl.TKiK's defence

:

Our catalogue is long.

Our heros yet unsung.

Who noble deeds have done,

For independence.

(i. The melting mother's moans,

'I'he aged father's groans,

Have steel'd our arms :

Ye British Whigs beware!

Your chains near formed are.

In spite of Uiclunond's care

To sound alarms.

7. Come join your hands in ours;

No royal bUicks, nor tow'rs

;

God save us all

!

Thus in our country's cause,

And to support our laws.

Our swords sluill never pause

At freedom's call.

8. We'll fear no tyrant's nod,

Jv'or stern oppression's rod.

Till time 's no more :

Thus liberty when driv'n

From Kurope's .States, is giv'n

A safe retreat and hav'u.

On ourfree shore.

'.). O, Lord! thy gifts in store.

We pray on Congress power,

To guide our .states.

May union bless our land.

While we, with heart and hand,

Our mutual rights defend.

God save our States

!

10. God save the Thirteen States!

Long watch the prosp'rous fatC!

Over our States!

Make us victorious,

Happy and glorious;

No tyrants over us;

God save our States!
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In 1780 the day was quietly noted in Pi'oviilence. A salnte was fired at

ten o'clock on the State House Parade by the Continental Post f)f Artil-

lery, and also by an armed vessel in the harbor. At Newport, '• His Most

Christian Majesty's Frigate Hermoine, commanded by the Chevalier de la

Tonche was ornamented with a variety' of colors, and tired three salutes,

viz., at morniniT. at noon, and in the evening "

For the next live years salutes and Parades of the United Train of

Artillery appear to have been the sum of public observances. In 1787 the

IJhode Island Society of the Cincinnati celebrated the day, and dinetl at

Rice's Tavern In 1788 the town assumed the patriotic duty, ii\u\ invited

]»ev. Enos Hitchcock, D.I)., pastor of the First Congregational Church,

to deliver an Oration. A military and civic street procession was a part

of the disphu'. Dr. Hitchcock's Oration (the first on such an occasion in

Providence, and by request printed,) was replete with patriotic sentiment.

He began by saying :

"To felicitate .\mericans on the annixcrsary of their Independence is a

dictate of philanthropy. To echo among my fellow-citizens in grateful

acclamations, the accession of a freed federal goNernnient, is but the nat-

uial effusion of a heart elate with joy. To sacrifice at the shrine of lib-

erty ' the fat of fed beasts,' and pour out the generous lil)ation. if con-

ducted with prudence, may not be unsuitable expressions of the pleasure

we this day experience.

'• But a nobler employment .awaits us. We ascend from gratulations

and amusements to contenqilate, in the temple of liberty, the various l)ean-

ties of the edifice, to recount the multifarious Ijlessings she proffers our

favored land
"

After a wide survey of the rise and progrt'ss of freedom, "the hai)py

effects of the American Kevolntion" upon lands "far beyond the liounds

of America," and tlie advantage it has already brouglit to the new nation,

he closes as follows :

" We have little now to fear from our enemies, but every thing to hope

from the situation, extent and resources of our country, and from the

enterprising spirit of its inhabitants. Under the smiles of ajjproving

heaven may they proceed and prosper in every useful art— increasing in

knowledge and virtue, until they become as conspicuous for tiie purity of

their morals as for the equality and perfection of their government!

'• May no one, this day, prove himself unworthy the freedom he enjoys,

by a conduct inconsistent with the purest pleasures,— by anything unbe-

coming him as a man, as a Christian ! May temperance, sobriety and
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decorum preside over all our joys, and be our constant attendants

tlirouijli the various walks of life. Then may we look forward with hope

and joy, tlirouiili all the variations of imperfect government, and the

struggles of the contending passions of man, to a state of more perfect

society,— to tinit grand community where 'universal love smiles on all

around.' "

A SKMI-CENTKXNIAL.

Advancing fifty years from the day of our Nation's birth, we reach 182(1,

and find the tire of freedom buruiug with undiminished glow. It was a

semi-centennial year, and "Independence Day,"— made specially memo-

rable throughout the laud by the deaths nearly simultaneously of two of

the distinguished patriots and fouuders of our Republic, John Adams and

Thomas Jefferson,—was observed in Providence with martial and civic

pomp worth}' the descendants of a people "born to be free." The Com-

mittee of Arrangements were Rhodes G. Allen Josiah Whittaker and

Neheniiah S. Draper, who discharged their duties with excellent judg-

ment. The day was ushered in with the ringing of bells, and the firing of

national salutes from Christian Hill, Jefferson Plain, and Fox Point. The

great events of the day were the public procession, and the services held

in the First Congregational Church At about eleven o'clock the proces-

sion was formed ou Market square, under the direction of Captain Stephen

K. Rathbone, Chief Marshal, and Messrs. George C. Hale, Allen O. Peck,

William H. Rodman, Samuel W.Wheeler, and Edward R. Young, Assistants.

The procession numbered more than one thousand persons, and

extended from Market square to the Theatre, the present site of Grace

Church. As it moved through several of the principal streets the scene

was brilliant and exhilarating. First came the military escort, consisting

of six companies, viz : The United Train of Artillery, Colonel Hodges;

the Independent Volunteers, Lieut. -Colonel Babcock; the First Light

Infantry, Captain John J. Stimson ; the Second Light Infantrj', Captain

Townsend; the Independent Cadets, Lieut.-Colonel Greene; and the Fay-

ette Rifle Corps of Pawtucket, Captain Jacobs. Following the escort

were the Committee of Arrangements, Governor Cooke and suite, pre-

ceded by the High Sheriff; Orator of the day and officiating clergyman;

past orators of the anniversary; clergymen of the town; Town Council,

and ot^er town officers ; members of the Rhode Island Society of the Cin-

ciiHiati; United States and State ofiicers, naval, military and civil; for-
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eign officials; officers and corporation of Brown University; Mechanics

Association; Marine Society; Domestic Industry Society, and varions

other associations; School Committee and pupils of the public and pri-

vate schools (upwards of three hundred) with their teachers; strangers,

and citizens.

In the midst of this procession appeared one hundred and six veterans

of the Revolution, among them a drummer beating the drum once used by

him on the field of battle. This remnant of men to whom strokes for

freedom at Bunker Hill, Harlem Heights, Trenton, Monmouth, Princeton,

Rhode Island and Yorktown, had been fiimiliar, was led by Captain Aaron

Maun, who for gallant conduct in the retreat from Rhode Island, received

promotion from General Sullivan., But to the concourse of citizens

thronging the streets a special attraction was an elegant barouche in which

rode the four survivors of the Gaspee exphjit in 1772, viz. : Colonel

Ephraim Bowen, Colonel John Mawney, Captain Benjamin Page, and Cap-

tain Turpin Smith. The barouche was drawn by four white horses,

driven by Mr. Horatio Blake, landlord of the Franklin House, who volun-

teered the service. Over the heads of these venerable patriots waved a

splendid silk banner, d<signed and painted for the occasion by Mr. Sam-

uel J. Bower, of Providence, whose pencil exhibited the skill of an

accomplished artist. Within wreaths and appropriate devices, bearing

the names of the survivors, the ' Gaspkk," and the date 1772, appears a

representation of the ill fated vessel in flames, with a boat containina: a

number of the daring assailants rowing from the burning wreck. On the

reverse are the Arms of Rhode Island, with the legend " July 4, 1770. In

God we Hope. For Liberty and Independence. July 4, I82() " In the

right hand corner of the obverse picture is the record by the artist:

"Presented to the Committee of Arrangements by Samuel J. Bovver,

Pinxt."'* After the celebration the Committee presented it to the Rhoile

*Saniii('l .1. IJdwer, son of .Jolin and Honor Bower, was born in I'rovi<lenci'. Prior to

and after tlie great l»epteniber gale in 1S15. lie kept a dry goods store on Clieajjside, North

Main street. On the memorable day, when the flood had swept away the bridge connect-

ing the east and west sides of the river, lie was enabled to reach his home on Pine street

only by passing up ronnd the north side of the Cove and swimming across a narrower por-

tion of the angry stream. Mr. Bower's latlier was distingnished as a carver in wood, being

considered one of the most expert in his profession in the country. The " Turk's Head,"

wliich for many years looked down with becoming gravity upon passers by from its eleva-

tion on Whitman's Block, at the junction of Westminster and Weybosset streets, and which

was subsequently removed and carried to the .South or West, and the statue of Washing-

ton, mentioned on page 57, were specimens of his handiwork.
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I.slaiid Ili.storic:il Society. Ififty-foiir years have passed since it was used

for a comiueiiiorative purpose. May it long be preserved in its preseut

position to remind tlie i)eholder of the price paid for the Ijlessings uow
enjoyed by fifty millions of freemen.*

At the church, which was thronged, the devotional exercises w-ere con-

ducted by the pastor, Eev. Henry Edes, D.D., who also read the IJeclara-

tion of Independence. The orator was the Hon. William Hunter, of New-

port^ poets, Joseph L. Tillinghast, Esq., and the late J'resident of the

Historical Society, Hon. Albert Gorton Greene. Both of them wrote

Odes for the occasion, which were effectively rendered by the Psalloniau

Society, Oliver Shaw presiding at the organ. The ode by Mr. Tillinghast

was sung to an original tune composed by Mr. Shaw. The ode by Judge

Greene, given below, was sung to the tune, '• Sonn of Miriam"

ODE.

BY ALBEIJT G. GKEKNK, ESQ.

Joy! joy! for free millions now welcome the morn.

And hallow the day when a nation was born.

Let one song from her hills and her valleys arise,

One loud peal of triumph ascend to the skies.

Samuel evidently hiherited from Iiis father an aesthetic taste, and retiring from the busi-

ness in whiclilie was engaged on Cheapside, set up sign painting, a business in whicli he

became particularly expert. His ornamental designs were always appropriate and attrac-

tive. Besides the banner above mentioned Mr. Bower painted many others for military com-

panies. Among them was one for the Providence First Light Infantry, presented to that

popular corps by the students of Brown University in acknowledgment of lescort duty per-

formed for them by the company on Commencement day. He painted another— then con-

sidered the handsomest ever unfurled— lor a military company in New Orleans. The cost

was upwards of four hundred dollars.

Mr. Bower entered the army in the War of 1812, and is understood to have held a subor-

dinate command. He was on his way to New Orleans at the time of the battle there. He

subsecjuently marched to Georgia, where he obtained some experience in skirmishing with

the Indians. After leaving the army he went South and spent some time in Milledgeville

and Savannah. Ueturning to Providence, he engaged anew in his business, which he pur-

sued at different times on Market square, VVeybosset street, and in the Hamilton and'

Dyer's buildings on Westminster street. The latter he occupied until his death, which

occurred March 7th, 1860, at the age of sixty-three years. Mr. Bower was highly respected!

in the community for his moral and social worth.

* Another feature of the procession, which attracted attention, was a long timber car-

riage, upon which rode a large number of blacks who had served in the war of the Revolu-

tion, and had won for themselves an honorable distinction.
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Let each heart and each voice join the grateful employ,

And the temples of Gon be made vocal with joj',

While the young iiud the aged, the brave and the lair,

Are thronging to mingle in praise and in prayer.

For those blessings whicii once on the field and the wave.

Were purchased with blood from the hearts of the l)rave,

Oh, how should the soul of the freeman expand,

To the time-honored Remnant of LiBEurv's Band:
And ye wlio stood foremost for freedom and right

Through yonr country's dark hour in the van of the fight.

Flow ricii the reward which your sons have decreed

To your dauntless devotion of spirit and deed.

Your path that remains shall with garlands be strewed.

And l\v hands yet unborn shall the wreatiis be renewed I

We have sworn that the cause which on ocean and field,

Your bosoms were bared from destruction to shield,

Through storm and through sunshine, through weal and through

woe,

To guard unpolluted, from faction and foe.

Or, crushed in its ruins, to bravely expire.

Ere the son shall dishonor the deeds of the sire.

And think not that when all your bravest and best

In our country's green bosom forever shall rest,

Tliat the land which ye bled to redeem and to save.

Can forget the proud name and example ye gave

:

Oh no! for a million of swords shall be red,

Ere the foot of a foe o'er your ashes shall tread.

Yonr name will give light to the children of earth.

When they rise for a deed of true virtue and wortli

:

A> beacon of glory, which never can die,

To cheer and to save when the spoiler is nigh.

A>nd the land of yonr birth ever sacred shall be

To the Homes, to tiie Altahs, and Gkaves of the Fkke.

The oratif)n, which was printed, was in Mr. Hunter's best vein. "It

was worthy," writes the chronicler of the day, " of the man and the occa-

sion, of his long established reputation as a scholar, statesman and advo-

cate at the l)ar of the first order, and of the high wrought feelings and

heroic associations of a day, the proudest, perliaps, in the annals of the

world. For an hour and forty minutes the orator made his audience for-

get every thing l)ut himself and the spirrt->tirring themes upon which he

dwelt with tiie same enthusiasm that he inspired in all who heard him."

At the conclusion of the exercises in the Church, the procession

re-formed, marclied to the Great Bridge, where it was dismissed, the

veterans of the IJevolution repairing under escort to Wilder's Hotel.
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where a generous entertaimneiit had been provided for them. Tlie sub-

scribers to the public dinner and invited guests partook of their repast at

the Assembly' Rooms. Upwards of three hundred persons sat down to

five tables. Colonel Daniel L3-man, President of the Rhode Island Society

of the Cincinnati, presided, assisted by Colonels John S. Dexter, Benja-

min Iloppin and Richmond Bullock, Gen. E. Carrington, Ilonorables John

Pitman, Caleb Karle and Samuel Eddy, William Wilkinson and John How-

land. Among those present were His Excellency Governor James Fenuer

and stafl", the Major-General of the State Military and staff, Hon. Asher

Robbius, Hon. Elisha R. Potter, Major John Vinton, field and staff officers

of the Second Rhode Island Brigade, and other military gentlemen.

Twenty-four regular, and a number of volunteer, toasts were drank, and

patriotic post-prandial speeches w«re made by Joseph L. Tillinghast, Esq.,

and Hon. Asher Robbins. The chronicler already cited, says : " The day

passed off in the most acceptable manner, and though our streets have

never witnessed a more brilliant parade, or a greater collection of people,

there was scarce an instance of intoxication or wi'angling that occurred.

Early in the evening the streets were deserted."

UISTOIUCAL TUACTS.

The Soldiers and Sailors Historical Societ\', of Providence, have depos-

ited with this Society, a series of tracts, ten in number, published by it,

elucidating interesting and important events in the War of the Rebellion.

B}^ the authority of the Society the Treasurer has subscribed for the series

of Rhode Island Tracts now being published by Mr. Sidnej' S. Rider.

This insures to us publications that will soon be out of print, and the

value of which, from their scarcity, will in the future be greatly increased.

OUK WANTS.

While we recognize in our collections many important works of his-

tory, biography and genealogy, we are made painfully conscious of defi-

ciencies in these several departments. There are many works of a local

and general character that we ought to possess, which past experience has

shown we are not likely to receive as donations. A small sum annually

appropriated for the purchase of such works would gradually supply a

want constantlj' felt.

That the Rhode Island Alcove is deficient in the classes of publications

above referred to, is no just cause for unfavorable criticism. It is to be

10
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borne in mind tliat from the organization of tlie Society until some years

after the erection of tlie Cabinet in wliich we are now assembled, there

were but few persons in the State sufficiently interested in the objects of

an Historical Society to voluntarily aid its work. This general indifter-

euce rendered it peculiarly difficult to obtain accessions to its collections.

The Society had no means with which purchases could be made of valu-

able books and pamphlets even then becoming rare, while many such were

owned by persons unwilling to part with them for any pecuniary or other

consideration. The work of the successive librarians, Judge Staples, and

Judge Greene, was gratuitous, as similar labors have continued to be.

The pecuniary resources of the Society did not warrant opening the Cabi-

net except at quarterly meetings, and at such other times as papers could

be procured to be read. Yet with all the drawbacks and discouragements

early experienced, the Societj% through its officers, did a noble and praise-

w^orthy work. Judge Staples, Judge Greene, Dr. Wei)b, John Ilowland,

Thomas C. Hartshorn, and others, were indefatigable in their eflbrts to

secure every description of Rhode Island literature, no less than every

class of manuscripts that might be helpful in elucidating Uhode Island

history and genealogy. The " Foster Papers," the Moses Brown and

other papers, numbering more than twenty thousand, were secured. At a

subsequent period a large portion of tliem were collated, mounted and

bound, and thus put in condition to be safely examined and used. The

invaluable tiles of the Providence Gazette, from its commencement, a

duplicate set of which no money could now purchase, were made its

property, while a number of valuable aboriginal and other relics of early

times found a place among its treasures. It built for itself this structure,

a work of many years' struggle, and the first Historical Society in the

country to own a home. Its six volumes of collections, its ten or more

addresses, its eight annual Proceedings, that have been printed, and its fre-

quent aid to authors, show that it has not been at anytime supine. Other

facts equally honorable might be stated, but it is unnecessary. The Soci-

ety in the past needs no apology. All familiar with its paucity of means

at the beginning, the slow growth of public sympathy for it, and the diffi-

culties it has had to encounter at almost every step of its i)rogress, will

honor it for what it has accomplished, and at this hour rejoice that the

hope of still better days may be entertained.

As already intimated we have wants, and not the least of them is an

addition to this building. Such a building should be suited to the uses of

a lecture room and picture gallery, as also for the exhibition of treasures
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whicli at present cauiiofe be well displayed. Had we a room of this kiud,

there is little doubt but valuable paintings would be donated to the Soci-

ety, or placed on permanent deposit. The subject has long occupied the

thoughts of many of the actively interested members of our Society. If

the present may not be considered the most propitious time to move iu

this matter, it is to behoped that again calling attention to the want may

be helpful in ultimately securing its supply.

CONCLUSION.

Although much has been done to lay open the early history of Rhode

Island, much remains to be done to give completeness to its details. Not

only are there in our own State many sources of information not yet ex-

plored, but beyond its borders is to be found material with which to illus-

trate the personal, social and civil life of our little commonwealth. It is

said that the Registry of Deeds in the County of Suffolk, Mass., contains

records of deeds of land in Rhode Island, copies of which ought to be iu

our archives. There are doubtless other papers to be found in Massachu-

setts, Jiaving a bearing upon the history of this State, to which this

remark applies. The same is true of records and private papers in Con-

necticut and New York. To gather up these fragments that nothing be

lost, is eminently the work of this Society. Should there be any delay in

inaugurating it?

During the year now closed I have communicated with nearly three hun-

dred persons, in this State, soliciting contributions for our Society. The

results have been gratifying and encouraging. I desire here gratefully to

thank those who have cordially and promptly responded to my requests.

My hope is that the year before us will prove no less prosperous than the

year from which we part.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWIN M. STONE,

Librarian and Cabinet Keeper, Northern Department.

January 13, 1880.
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P K O Can^ A T O R F O K N E A\' P O II T

Nkwport, R. I., January 10, 1880.

I'o the Hit ode Island Historical Sorict;/

:

During tlie past year but little, comparatively, has been done in Newport

in the way of historical research. The Newport Historical Society has

had but few meetings, but additions have been made to its collections;

and through the zeal and energy of its Librarian, Mr. James E. Maurau,

many documents, which might otherwise have been lost or destroyed, have

been secured and placed in the arciiives. The books and papers belonging

to the Society he has arranged and classified, and he has labored to make

g'ood the tiles of old colonial newspapers, and imperfect sets of other

printed matter.

An effort has been made to secure a series of biographical sketches of

distinguished Rhode Islanders, and it has so far borne fruit that one vol-

ume, the " Life and Works of Gilbert Stuart," has been published. This

field might be worked more profitalily. Surely there is material enough

to write extended lives of men like Theodore Foster, William "Vernon, and

others whose names are readily recalled in this connection, but whose

biographies have yet to be written.

In the library of Yale College there is a Diary, kept by Rev. Ezra Stiles,

and which extends over tlie years that he resided in Rhode Island. It is

full of historical facts connected with the Colony, and it is greatly to be

regretted that it has never been printed ; or, at least, that some person,

properly qualified, has not been employed to copy, with the sanction and
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I'pproval of the Trustees of the College, all such passages as are of direct

interest to the historian. It is five and twenty years since I saw it, but I

remember that with the text there are diagrams, drawn with pen and ink,

explanatory of some of the skirmishes between the English and the

Americans. I feel sure that if the historical matter in these pages were

sifted out the means expended in this way would be well employed.

I would most respectfully ask that some decided steps be taken by the

Hhodc Island Historical Society to push forward the branch of historical

research to which I have called attention; that Ave may secure, at least,

sketches of men whose names have come down to us, where there is not

material enough for full biographies. Tlie older citizens of the State,

men who could furnish information on this and other branches of our his-

tory, are fost passing away, and if we would gather from them the facts

with which they are familiar we have no time to lose.

GEORGE C. MASON,

Frucnrator for Nev:poi t.



REPORT

OF THE

PROCURATOR FOR BRISTOL

BiusTOL, K. I., January 13, 1880.

Amos Perry, Secretary R. I. Historical Society, Providence

:

Dkak Sir.—As rrocurator for Bristol County, I do not find any mat-

ter of particular interest to communicate to the Historical Society at its

annual meeting to be held this evening.

At the annual town meeting in this town in April last measures were

inaugurated for a proper observance of the bi-centennial settlement of the

town, which occurs in September of the present year. A general commit-

tee was appointed, who promptly met and organized, and have succeeded

in raising a sum of money to aid in defraying tlie expenses of the pro-

posed celebration. Other steps are being taken to add to this fund, which

it is hoped will, together with such sum as the town may appropriate,

be sufficient for the purpose. Professor J. Lewis Diman, of Provi-

dence, has been invited to make the historical address, and Ht. Rev. M.

T)'W. Howe, of Western Pennsylvania, to prepare a poem for the occa-

sion. It is understood that both gentlemen have favorably responded to

this call from their native town. As the time approaches it is hoped that

the interest will correspondingly increase.

In Warren there has been some talk of erecting a monument to Massa-

soit, who pledged his faith to the Pilgrim's within a few mouths after their

landing at Plymouth, and faithfully kept it for more than forty years until

his death in 1662, When Edward Winslow visited Massasoit, in the sum-
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mer of 1G21, he found the hitter's home and wigwam on the banks of the

Sowams river, near a living spring of water, which is now known as

Massasoit's Spring, at the foot of Baker street in the town of Warren.

There has been some discussion and difference of views expressed as to

the most appropriate location for the monument, but it is to be hoped

that this will not long delay the consummation of this highly merito-

rious project.

Very respectfully yours,

WILLIAM J. MILLEU.



REPORT

committep: ox grounds and building

The Committee ou Grounds and Biiildiiii^ respectfull.v submit tlieir report

of expeuditures made during the year 1879 :

Paid Robinson Pierce, for labor and lunil)er in making additional

room in tlie basement for the storage of books, papers, etc., $ol 21

Paid W. S. Hogg, for care of the grounds, for rolling, cutting

grass, etc., including .'$21 GO for work done in 1878, - - 49 .^7

Paid for oiling frontdoor, .$1 25; painting Limp over the gate,

.S2; washing floor, $1..50, - - - - - -1 75

•fSo 5.3

For the Committee,

ISAAC II. SOUTIIWICK,

Chairman.

PuoviDKNXK, .January 13, 1880.



REPORT

COMMITTEE OX GENEALOGICAL RESEARCHES.

To the Honornhle lihode Island Historical Sncictij, Jannarij, 18S0:

The Staudiiiji' Cominittec on Geiie;ilogic;il Researches hcg leave to

report

:

That, although no very prominent measure has been set on foot by the

Society itself, we have reason for great encouragement in the zeal with

which various members are prosecuting eufiniries in this department, and

the very general and rapidly increasing interest in this direction-, which

pervades the public mind, and also from the constantly accumulating pub-

licativ)ns whicli adil materially to our facilities iu this interesting and

important pursuit.

The Committee beg leave especially to congratulate the members of

the Society on so momentous a consummation as the publication of the

Registration of the Town and City of Providence, and to express

their profound sense of the merits of that work, and the obligation

conferred on the Society and the public by the compiler and publisher

thereof, and to suggest to the Society that a vote of thanks would be a

just and well merited tribute to the diligence and public spirit of tliose

gentlemen.

The Committee again beg leave to reiterate the views heretofore ex-

pressed that the whole people of the State are equally interested in the

preservation and publication of all the original town and church registra-

11
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tious and collateral records bearing upon the sulyect, and cannot cease to

urge that ever.y method should be used to impress upon the public mind

that legislative action, to this end, is legitimate and proper, and by that

alone can it be thoroughly and successfully prosecuted.

All which is respectfully submitted by

HENRY E. TUKNER,
ZACHAHIAH ALLEN,

WILLIAM A. MOVVHY,

Committee.



KEPORT

OF THK

COMMITTEE ON PU B L I (^ A TI O N S

Tlie Coinnuttee on Publications of the Khode Island Historical Society

beg leave to suggest to the Society the publication of a seventh volume of

its collections. It is now thirteen years since the publication of volume

six. Tlie Society was never in a more flourishing condition than at the

present time; its meetings are frequent and well attended, and an increas-

ing interest is manifested in the i)reservation of books and manuscripts

relating to our early history.

Among the collections of the Society, hidden from sight, your Commit-

tee think that papers of value exist which should be printed. They beg

leave, therefore, on the occasion of the fifty-eighth annual meeting of the

Society, to call attention to the subject, in order that if deemed practica-

ble, early steps may be taken for the publication of another volume, the

seventh of the Society's collections.

JOHN K. BARTLETT,
J. LEWIS DIMAN,

EDWIN M. STONE,

ConimiUce on Pulilicaiions.

PiioviOKNCE, January 13, 1880.



REPORT

OK THK

(X)MMITTEE OX THE STATE APPROPRIATION.

Thf Coininittoe on State Appropriation, appointed at the meeting; of thi.s

JSociety in April last, respectfully report:

The sum of .$282.5-1 dollars has been received from the General Treas-

urer of the State, in accordance with tlie appropriation.

The rooms of the Society have Ijeen kept open daily, between the hours

of ten and one, and of two and tive, except during the short days; — the

expense of this being .s29.ir.| per month, or at the rate of .$350 a year.

The books and papers belonging to the State, in keeping of the Society,

have been marked and catalogued, as required by the statute.

Some attempts have been made to obtain the records of certain towns,

for the purpose of copying the same,— without success at present, but

with Ijetter prospects for the future.

I'amphk't-cases have been bought by the Committee for the use of the

Society.

The newspapers belonging to the State, and those belonging to the Soci-

ety, have been examined and catalogued, and list of numl)ers wanting has

been made.

Kespectfully submitted,

CHARLES W. PARSONS,

JOHN H. STINESS,

GEORGE T. PAINE,

Cominitiee.

PuovlDENCE, January 13, 1880.
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OF TIIK

KHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1879-80.

William Greene Williams, son of Mathewson and Mary (Greene)

Williams, was born in Johnston, R., I., November 21, 1798, and died at

his residence on AVashington street, Providence, March 16th, 1879, in

the eighty-first year of his age. He early lost his mother, but received

the best of care from a step-mother, of whom he always spoke in terms

of warm affection.

In 1812 he entered as a clerk in the dry goods business in Providence, and

in 1819 engaged in business for himself. After successful enterprise for

thirty-three yeais he retired from active trade, and devoted the residue of

his life to historical and genealogical investigations. He was particularly

interested in whatever related to the settlement of Rhode Island, and to

the lives and experiences of its early settlers. He traced his descent on

the paternal side thus : Mathewson, Andrew, Jeremiah, Joseph, Joseph,

Roger Williams. On the maternal side his register was : Mary Greene, (his

mother,) daughter of Joshua, Samuel, Samuel, John, John. His grand-

mother was Mehitable Manton, daughter of John, Edward, Shadrach,

Edward. He traced his pedigree back to Gorton Coggeshall, and at least a

half dozen other original settlers. Each of his numerous ancestors he coukl

place in their respecfcive order, from memory, and probably few men
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living were so familiar as himself with the genealogy and history of the

numerous original families in the State In his favorite pursuits he vis-

ited grave yards and various historical sites, and procured records,

regardless of time and expense. The knowledge he thus acquired was

cheerfully imparted to others.

In business relations Mr. Williams was a man of the strictest integ-

rity, and nothing disturbed him more than to witness in men, or in the

management of tinancial institutions, any departure from uprightness. He

held his word to be as sacred as his bond, and was freely outspoken when

/le discovered in others a departure from this high standard of rectitude.

It was a pardonable pride with him to be able daily to say, "No man is

sutfering in consequence of any pecuniary dereliction of mine." He held

in marked contempt shams of every description, and appreciated with

corresponding strength of feeling a true sincerit}' in professions of friend-

ship. He liad long made human character and the hidden springs of

action a careful study, and could quickly detect the real from the seeming.

In congenial circles he found much enjoyment, and often recalled with

expressions of satisfaction the agreeable people he had met in his summer

excursions. For many years he w^as a great sufferer from a disease that

was slowly but surely sapping the fountain of life. But his will power

was great, and he endured where many would have sunk. Of the change

tliat was gradually approaching he was fully aware, and for some years

)>efore his departure he had been disciplining his mind for the event.

He became a member of this Society in 1858, took a deep interest in its

affairs, and for many years served its interests faithfully as a member of

the Committee on Building and Grounds, and as a member of the Com-

mittee on Nominations.

Nicholas Kkdwood Kaston, son of Nicholas and Dorcas C. p]aston,

was born in Providence, and died at'his residence, Central Falls, Lincoln,

March 24th, 1879, in the sixty-ninth year of his age. He was of the firm

of Easton & Burnham, spindle manufacturers. He had been confined to

the house for several months, but had not been in good health for a num-

ber of years. He was a member of the Congregational Church in this vil-

lage. For nearly a score of years he has lived and done business in this

community, and won the respect of all who knew him, as a straight

forward, upright business man ; one whose word was as good as his bond.

He was of a quiet yet genial disposition, and we do not believe he had an
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enemy. He will be missed by his family, by relatives and friends, by the

church of which he was a consistent member, and by the community where

his life of integrity has been marked and approved.

The fnneral was solemnized from his late residence on Broad street,

March 27th, at eleven o'clock, a m Kev. J. H. Lyon, of the Congrega-

tional Church, officiated. The remains were taken to the North End Ceme-

tery, Providence.

—

Central Falls Visitor, March 28, 1879.

Mr. ICaston was elected a member af this Society in 1878.

Waltkr Paink, son of Walter and Lydia (Snow) Paine, was born in

Providence, and died at his residence in this city May 14th, 1879, in the

seventy-eighth year of his age. Mr. Paine for many years was clerk of

the Supreme Court in Providence County, subsequently entering the

insurance business, and for the past twenty-eight years he has been offi-

cially connected with the Merchants Insurance Company. He has repeat-

edly represented the city in the General Assembly; was two years Justice

of the Police Court; was member of the Common Council seven years,

and one year President of that body ; and was Alderman for the fourth

ward in 1858-59. All his public and private trusts were administered with

fidelity and intelligence, and he leaves the record of a good citizen and

an honest man.

About tw'o months preceding his death Mr. Paine was taken with a

severe attack of some form of paralysis, from which he partially recov-

ered, and for a week or ten days was again regular in attendance at his

place of busiuess. Two days before his death he was at the office the last

time, when he remained for three hours. The ne.xt morning, at 6 o'clock,

he was taken with a second attack, and from that time remained in a tor-

pid state until the time of his death. Mr. Paine was one of the persons

named in the charter of the Merchants Insurance Company, and at the

meeting for organization. May loth, 1851, was chosen Secretary, which

position he tilled for sixteen years. In June, 1867, upon the resignation

of President Conistock, Mr. Paine was chosen President, and remained so

up to the time of his death. His term of service with this company was

twenty-eight years, lacking one day, and all the time the office was in the

What Cheer Building, where it was opened before the building was

finished.

Mr. Paine was married September 23d, 1823, to Miss Sophia F. Taylor,
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who bore liira seven cliildi-en, five of whom, witli his widow, survive. He

was elected a member of this Societv iu 1875.

Colonel Robhut Ghosvenok, son of Dr. William Grosvenor, was.

born in Providence, November 2d. 1847. After completing his prelimi-

nary studies he entered Norwich Universitj', at Northfield, Vermont, where

he was graduated in June, 18G8. In 1876 the degree of A. M. was con-

ferred upon him by his Alma Mater, and at the time of his death he was

one of the Trustees of the University. Colonel Grosvenor was trained to

business in the office of the Grosvenor Dale Company, and discharged

most usefully and acceptably the duties of his position, giving promise of

a successful and honorable career as a business man. In 18C!) he became

a member of the Marine Corps of Artillery, of which, in 1871, he was

made .\djutant, in 1872, Second Lieutenant, in 1873, Junior Major, and iu

1874, Lieutenant-Colonel commanding. For this cori)s, as also for the

Marine Corps Veteran Association, Colonel Grosvenor cherished a warm

interest, and did much to promote their welfare. In July, 1879, he was

stricken with typhoid fever, which terminated fatally on tlie nineteenth of

that month, causing a deep and painful void in the domestic relations, and

tilling a wide circle of friends with sorrow. Colonel Grosvenor, at his

decease, was in the thirty-second year of his age. In social life he was

genial, courteous, and in the highest sense of the term a manly man. He

left a wife but no children. Immediately on the announcement of his

death the Marine Corps and Veteran .\ssociation met at their armory and

passed resolutions appreciative of his character, anil tendering syujpathy

to his bereaved family. As a husband, sou, brother, 'citizen, friend and

business associate, he filled the measure of each requirement. The fune-

ral, which took place Monday noon, July 2!st, was numerously attended,

the Marine Corps of Artillery and the Veteran Corps being represented.

The services at the house, and at the family ground at Swan Point Ceme-

tery were conducted by Kt. Rev. Bishop Thomas M Clark, D.D , LL.I).,

and Rev. David H. Greer. The casket in which the body reposed was

covered with flags, and the floral offerings were numerous, and were

arranged with great taste and beauty.

Colonel Grosvenor was elected a member of this Society in 1872.
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Gkorge Tiiukstox Spicku, !i well-known cand respected stove merchant

and Alderman of the city of Providence, was born in llopkinton, K. I.,

Au^nst 4th, 1802. His father was a farmer who improved a large tract of

land, and was also proprietor of the Village Hotel, which, with its host,

is tluis pleasantly described in a diary published nearly fifty years ago :

" In the village of ' Hopkinton City,' so called, where I stopped several

mouths, was an inn, kept by a church member, and now aged landlord.

Captain Joseph Spicer, a man of the most unbending honesty, whose full

fare for man and beast, and his ready and urbane attention to the wants of

the weary traveller, gave him as fiir as he was known the reputation of 'a

good host.' But what struck my attention with no little interest was the

sign in front of the house, suspended from the limb of a noble sycamore.

At the top was a beautiful eagle, the emblem of our independence, over

which was a cluster of stars. Directly underneath was seen the anchor,

emblem of hope. At the base of the picture, in rich gold letters, were

the words, ' In God we Hope,' the only sure guarantee of individual or

national safety. With such a hope was America once made free, and

with it shall always remain so."

Alderman George T. Spicer was the son of Captain Joseph and Mary

(Saunders) Spicer, and one of a fi^mily of six children. He was early

trained at home in habits of industry and self reliance, receiving also such

public instruction as the village school atforded. He was scarcely twenty

years old when he received a commission from Governor Gibbs as Captain

of the first company of Hopkinton Volunteers, which he held for several

years, when, desiring to learn the trade of a machinist, he i-esigned his

commission and commenced work at the village of Potter Hill, about four

miles distant. While here he became a member of the Seventh Day Bap-

tist Church, for which he always cherished warm interest and affection.

After learning his trade he removed to Phenix, in the town of Warwick,

where he I'eraalned seven years, having charge of the machine shop a

part of the time, and discharging his duties with the most exemplary

industry and fidelity. He was also the first Superintendent of the Sab-

bath School at Phenix, started about this time (1827). In an article on

the Hon. Charles Jackson, published in the Providence Journal, January

24th, 1876, the writer thus pleasantly alludes to the work which Mr.

Spicer was then doing :

"That cheerful, bright, and I was going to say old gentleman, (but he

is only seventy-three, and never seems to me to be older than forty when

12
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I meet him,) our Alderman Spicer, was then a young machinist at work

for Daniel Gorham at ' the Phenix.' He was employed by Governor

Jackson and his brother to make the machinery and looms for their mills.

He had never seen a power loom, and tells a good story of how he got

sight of one. It was at the Anthony Mill. While he was busy examining

it, the overseer came and ordered him out, but he had seen enough to

enable hira to construct one."

Mr. Spicer was afterwards employed in Providence for a short time at

the machine shop of Thomas J. Hill, when, in 1830, he removed to Pon-

tiac, in the town of Warwick, where he became connected, as superin-

tendent, with the mills and bleachery of John H. Clark, retaining full

charge till he moved to Providence fifteen years later. He also had charge

at Pontiac, of the school aflairs of the district.

In Octol)er, 18o;], Mr, Spicer married Mary Sheldon Arnold, ilaughter of

Horatio and Celia Arnold, and grand-daughter of Judge Dutee Arnold, of

Warwick, who served the State as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court

from 1817 to 1822. In April, 184.5, Mr. Spicer permanently removed, with

his family to Providence, where he became interested in the manufacture

of stoves and furnaces. He was Superintendent of the High Street Furnace

Company for five years. In 1850, he, with his brother-in-law. Dutee Arnold,

and Zelotes W. Holden, erected a new stove foundry on Cove street, and

laid the foundations of the successful business with which he retained an

undiminished interest up to the time of his death, which occurred at his

summer residence at " Fort Hill," Pawtuxet, August 17th, 187». We copy

the following editoi'ial article, concerning his business and official life,

from the Providence Journal of August 18th, 1879 :

" George T. Spicer, the head of the house of Spicers & Peckham, a ven-

erable and much-respected citizen, died yesterday morning, after a brief

illness. Although still engaged in the active labors and duties of life, Mr.

Spicer had reached his seventy-eighth year. He has continuously repre-

sented the fourth ward in the Board of Aldermen since 1870, (having pre-

viously served in the Common Council,) aud was twice elected President

of the Board. Mr. Spicer also represented the city several years in the

lower house of the General Assembly. He brought to the discharge of his

public functions broad general information, good ability, the habits of a

well trained business man, and loyalty to what he believed to be right.

In business and social aud domestic life he was greatly respected and

beloved. Born in Hopkinton at the beginning of the century, he was
familiar with Rhode Island history, tradition and sentiments, and his
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conversation upon past men and 'times abounded in pleasant personal

reminiscences and unwritten political information."

From the same paper, 21st inst., Ave quote:

"The funeral services were conducted by his pastor, the Kev. J. G.

Vose, D.D., of the Beneficent Congregational Church, who impressively

dwelt upon the integrity, purity and industry of the departed life, his

faithfulness and tender attection for his family, and bis reverence for relig-

ion, and constant attendance upon worship."

We will only add, that during a long life, in eventful times, he main-

tained a character for independence and honesty, without being a partizan,

and secured that good name which is to be chosen above riches.

Mr. Spicer was elected a member of this Society in 1878.

JoHX Oldfield, son of William and Mary Oldfleld, was born in Brad-

ford, England, March Oth, 179G. He was one of a large family of chil-

dren, and early manifested a taste for horticulture. Several years of his

minority were devoted to perfecting himself in the knowledge and prac-

tice of scientific gardening. On arriving at his majority, he emigrated to

this country and located in Philadelphia, where he remained a number of

years pursuing his profession. From that city he removed to New York,

and there followed the same occupation for a short time. Thence he

went to Charleston, S. C, where he spent six months, and in 1824 came

to Providence, where he at once entered the employ of the late Thomas P.

Ives as gardener. At the end of four years he engaged in the lumber

business on his own account, which he prosperously pursued for about

twenty-five years, when he retired from it, and purchased a farm in

Cranston. This he managed for some time, but tlie last tweut}^ years of

his life were devoted to the care of his property and his family, and enjoy-

ing the society of his friends. His extensive travels made him a pleasant

and instructive companion. He married Martha Sampson, daughter of

Earl Sampson, a prominent citizen of Assonet, Mass. His wife, two sons

and two daughters survive him. Mr. Oldfleld had warm sympathies for

the poor, and his unostentatious charities will be greatly missed by many

who partook of his bounty. He became a member of this Society in 1865,

and was a very constant attendant upon its meetings. He died January

8th, 1880, in the eighty-fourth year of his age.
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Bexjamix Gladding Pahodie, son of AVilliani anel Henrietta (Glad-

ding) Pabodie, -vvas born in Providence December 1st, ITDD, and died at

his home in the same city January 25th, 1880. His ancestor, John Pay-

body, with three sous and one daughter, emigrated to this country from

England about lGo5. With his youngest sou William, (of whoni the de-

ceased Avas a direct descendant,) he is named among the original proprie-

tors of Plymouth, Mass., and in 1645 their names appear among the own-

ers of Bridgewatcr. William removed to Duxbury where he owned much

land and filled many public otHces; he was one of the purchasers of

Sakonet or Little Compton, and removed thitlier in 108-1.

William's wife, Elizabeth, was the third child and eldest daughter of

John Alden and Priscilla Mullius, whose story is told in Longfellow's

"Courtship of Miles Standish."

In the fourth generation, Ephraim, the grandfather of the deceased,

moved from Little Compton, where the family had flourished for over sixty

years, to Providence. The remainder of the family, following the law of

immigration, gradually went westward, until naught but the gravestones

remain to perpetuate the name in the old town.

The subject of this sketch attended school at the Academy at Bank Vil-

lage in Smithlield, kept by David Aldrich. He there met with an accident

which, after years of confining and painful sickness, resulted, in his sev-

enteenth year, in the amputation of one of his legs. Upon his recovery,

he assisted in the business of his father, who for many years carried on

the manufacture of fur hats, and also had two stores for the sale of those

and kindred goods,—one on High street, the other on Market Square.

About 1825 he went into the retail hat and fur business for himself on

Maiden Lane in New York city, but not meeting with success he soon re-

turned to Providence, and opened a similar store there. He removed to

the Arcade, on its completion in 1S28, where he remained until 1801, re-

moving then to No. o9 Westminster Street, and finally retiring from active

business in 1803.

He was a member of the Common Council of Providence from the first

ward during the years 1851 to 1854, inclusive.

He was elected to the General Assembly of the State in the spring of

1866, and served during that and the following year.

He was Trustee of the Reform School in 1854; and served as Director

of the Arcade Bank from July, 1833, and after its acceptance of the pro-

visions of the National Bank Bill and change of its name to Rhode Island

National Bank, until 1876.
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He became a member of the Rhode Ishvnd Historical Society in 1870,

and a life member in 1874.

He married February 4th, 183G, Frances Hayward Bhickman, who died

October 1st, 1854, leaving one sou who still lives; and November l.'>th,

1858, he married Lucy Ballon Taft, who survives him.

Hon. Samuel Gkkp:xe Arnold, son of Samuel Greene and Frances

Rogers Arnold, was born on the 12th of April, 1821, in Providence, in the

house on the corner of South Main and Planet streets, made famous in

local history as the rendezvous of the band of patriots Avho there made

their tinal arrangements for the capture of the British schooner Gaspee,

commanded by Lieutenant William Duddington, and which was accom-

plished June 9th, 1772. In this assault Lieutenant Duddington was

wounded, being the first blood shed preliminary to the American Revolu-

tion.

In his early boyhood Mr. .\rnold attended a school kept b}^ Messrs.

Crane and Keely. He was afterwards a pupil of Prof. George W. Greene,

and was subsequently under the instruction of private tutors. From them

he passed to Dr. Muhlenberg's school at Flushing, Long Island. He
entered Brown LTniversity and graduated in the class of 1841. In 1848 he

was elected a Trustee of the University, which office he held at the time of

his decease. He was called to fill various offices of responsibility, and as a

member of the School Committee, as a Trustee of the Butler Hospital, as

a Trustee of the Reform School, as a member of the Franklin Society, as

for sixteen years au active member of the Fire Department, and as Presi-

dent of the Charita])le Baptist Society, he rendered faithful and efficient

services.

After leaving the University Mr. Arnold entered the law school at Cam-

bridge, and at the close of his legal studies received the degree of

LL.B. While in college, and during a vacation, he travelled in the West,

where his health became impaired by an attack of yellow fever. For this

cause he was obliged to leave college and cross the ocean to recruit. He

went, accompanied by his pastor, the Rev. Dr. Hague, as far east as

Greece and Constantinople. His next visit to Europe was after gradu-

ating from college, and, while pursuing mercantile studies, he went as

supercargo in a vessel to St. Petersburg. In 1845 he went again to

F.nrope, and extended his journey through Egypt and the Holy Land. It

was during this absence that he went to Norway, and was only the second
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American who liad visited the North Cape. lu 1846 he was for the second

time at Constantinople. In 18-17 he crossed from Enrope to South Amer-

ica, where he passed a j'ear in making himself acquainted with the history,

social life and material resources of that countr3^ Here he formed a

pleasant acquaintance with many distinguished personages, among them

Gen. Bartolome Mitre, a historian, poet and publicist, and Don Domingo

Faustino Sarmiento, afterwards .Argentine Minister to the United States,

and subsequently President of the Republic. In 18(15, while on a visit to

Providence, Don Sarmiento was the guest of Mr. Arnold, and delivered a

discourse before the Historical Society on North and South America.

In 1809 ]Mr. Arnold went again to England, where he spent several

months. His various journeys furnished him with materials for several

interesting and instructive lectures, which were read in this citj' and else-

where. Among these was one on "The Pampas of South America:" one

on •• Peru ;' and one describing his " Journey to the North Cape." The

results of his obsei'vations were embodied in an interesting Essay, and in

1851. published in the Xorth American lieviev.

Although Mr. Arnold received the honors of the Cambridge Law School,

his legal studies Avere not pursued with a purpose of practising at the

Bar, but rather to gain knowledge that would be helpful as a mental dis-

cipline, and promote habits of accuracy in thought. His fondness for lit-

erary pursuits, especially histor,v, was earlj' developed, and he was led

thereby to a pursuit that has placed him prominently before the public as

a historian. In 1853 he delivered a discourse before this Society on " The

Spirit of Rhode Island History," which foreshadowed the acumen that

characterizes the two elaborate volumes that followed it in 1850 and 18G0,

viz : the " History of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-

tions," dedicated to the people of the State as a memorial "of the trials

and the triumphs of their ancestors." In preparing this work, exhaustive

examination of public archives, both at home and in London and Paris,

was made, as well as of all available printed Avorks and private papers,

leaving little or nothing of vital Importance to be gleaned by future histo-

rians. Seldom has so much of detail been crowded into a State history,

while its general accurac}' will give it an imperishable place among works

of a similar character. The other published writings of Mr. Arnold were

"Memorial Address on Judge Albert G. Greene, Judge William R. Staples

and Dr. Lusher Parsons; " " Centennial Anniversary of Building the First

Baptist Meeting-house;" "Centennial History of Portsmouth ;
" "Cen-

tennial Fourth of July Oration before the Municipal authorities and citi-
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zens of Providence;" aiul "Centennial Address Commemorative of the

Battle of Rhode Island."

Thrice Mr. Arnold was elected Lieutenant-Governor of this State,— in

1852, 1861 and 18G2. In the last named year he was chosen by the Gen-

eral Assembly Senator to Congress, to fill out the unexpired terra of Hon.

James F. Simmons, the duties of which office he discharged with uncom-

promising tidulitj' to the Union.

When, in 18G1, the assault upon Fort Sumpter, indicated but too plainly

the disturbed condition of the country, Lieut.-Gov. Arnold offered his

services to Governor Spragne, who placed him upon Ids staff with the

rank of Colonel. As such he took the general command of " The Marine

Artillery" until after it reached Washington. In passing Alexandria, then

in the hands of secessionists, danger was apprehended ; but by a weH

devised strateg}' the steamer upon which the batter}' was eml)arked

reached the capital without molestation.

On his return from South America, in 1818, Mr. Arnold was united in

marriage to Miss Louisa Gindrat Arnold, daughter of his uncle Richard

J. Arnold. Mrs Arnold and three daughters survive to mourn his loss.

In 1814 Mr. Arnold became a member of the Rhode Island Historical

Society. In 184.5, under the original organization, he was elected a

Trustee, a position lield by him until 184'J. From 1855 to 18G8 he held the

office of a Vice President. In 1868 he succeeded the late Judge Albert G.

Greene as President,— his two predecessors, like himself, dying in office,

llis classical training, his extensive travels, liis familiarity with men and

events, his pronounced opinions on public affairs, his keen sense of right,

his quick recognition of social proprieties, his high ideal of honor, his

consistency in friendships, liis urbanity and liis readiness to impart infor-

mation by whomsoever sought, eminently qualified him for instructive

eompanionsliip, and for the acceptable discharge of public duties.

For several years prior to the decease of Mr. Arnold a gradual weaken-

ing of the vital forces was perceptible. Journeys to a more genial

climate, if they retarded, did not stop the progress of disease, and in the

winter of 187'J the rapid approach of its final issue was made painfully

manifest to solicitous friends. But in the prospect before him he was calm

and self-possessed. "In his last illness," writes one whose accurate

delineation of Mr. Arnold's life and character appeared in the Providence

Journal on the morning after his decease, " it was observed how quick and

warm was his appreciation of the kind attentions of his friends. The

pain and sore weariness of wasting disease he bore not only without com-
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plaining, but witli patience and ciieerfnl courage. When liis friends were

sad and depressed by his bedside, it was the patient himself wlio came to

their relief with some bright, uplifting remark, uttered in the same famil-

iar tones they had been wont to hear in the daj's of his health and strength.

In the full possession of his faculties to the last, he made all his arrange-

ments with calmness, as if for some journey he was about to make.

Accustomed to contemplate thoughtfully the issues of life and the reali-

ties of the hereafter, he looked to the coming inevitable hour with com-

posure and with expectation, in submission to the will of Heaven. And

so has gone from among us another of our worthiest ciLizens. Not only

by those who were nearest to him, and in the midst of whom he died, but

by many others, too, will he be missed and moui-ned. But he leaves

behind him the memory of an upright, honorable and generous character,

and of many valuable services, which he loyally rendered to his native city

and State."

Mr. Arnold died at the Narragansett Hotel iu Providence, where, with

his family, he was temporarily residing, February I3th, ISSO. Ou the

jifternoon of the following day, the Historical Society met to take becom-

ing notice of the sad event. A minnte to be entered on the Society's Rec-

ords was presented by Professor William Gammell, which he supplemented

with a discriminating notice of the deceased. Remarks were also made

by Professor J. Lewis Diman, and the writer of this brief sketch, draw-

ing attention to the striking characteristics of Mr. Arnold. The minnte

was then unanimously adopted.

The funeral services of the deceased took place Feljruary lOth at the

First Baptist Meeting house, in the presence of a very large audience,

among whom were Governor Van Zandt, Secretary of State Addeman,

members of the State legislature. His Honor Mayor Doyle, members of

the city government, and members of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

The services, simple, appropriate and impressive, were conducted by Rev.

Drs. Ezekiel G. Robinson, Samuel L. Caldwell, and William Hague, each

of whom made touching addresses. The remains were interred in Swan

Point Cemetery. e. m. s.



THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE,

HABITS AND CUSTOMS,

OF THK

NATIVE INDIANS OF AMERICA,

AND THEIR

TREATMENT BY THE FIRST SETTLERS.

AN ADDEESS

DELIVERED BEFORE THE

lUIODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

DECEMBER 4, 1879,

ZACIIARIAII ALLEN
13





HISTORICAL ADDRESS

THE INDIAN AGE OE STONE.

The recent discovery of an ancient Indian manufactory of stone pots

and smokinc; pipes near Providence, and the persevering researches of

Hcv. Frederic Denison and of Mr. Charles Gorton, have exciteil fresh

interest in the early history of the Indian race. The admirable collection

of more than a thousand specimens of artistic stone-arrow-heads, hatch-

ets, chisels, pestles and mortars, and also of shell beads of ditlerent col-

ors, exhibited before you, are memorials of the race of red men who

once owned and occupied the beautiful isles and shores of Narragausett

Bay, and are now passed awaj'. These implements of stone are evi-

dences of their progress in the useful arts, and of their degree of civiliza-

tion. While they have disappeared, their thoughts and deeds remain

engraved on these imperishable stones. So the petrified remains of plants

and animals, found on our planet, are the "sermons in stones," that, as

pre-historic records, show the exercise of divine intelligence and power.

The first exercise of hnman skill and intelligence was early manifested

by modelling the abundant quartz and flints on the earth's surface into

various tools and implements subservient for nseCiil purposes in the arts

of war and peace. For tiiis reason the primeval stage of human existence

has been characterized

TIIK AGE OK SrOXE.

Stone implements, such as arrow heads, hatchets, pestles and mortars,

etc.. now displayed before you, have been found on diff'ereut parts of the

earth, resembling those made by the New England Indians.

The quarry of soft soapstone, or steatite, near Providence, offered facili-

ties for modelling this material into various useful vessels, as pots and

pipes. The extent to which this quarry has l)een worked by the Indians
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is mauiiest by the excavations which the present proprietor* states once

formed apartments under cover of the shelving clifl". There workmen

might have been employed as in a manufactory But no metallic Imple-

ments of bronze, of Indian manufacture, have here been discovered, such as

were found among the native Indians of Mexico, when discovered by the

Spaniards in Hf>2. The Indians there had so far progressed as to be able

to extract metals from ores of copper and tin. and to melt them together

to produce bronze. This compound is rendered nearly as hard as steel

for cutting wood and granite, by being cast into cold metallic moulds to

chill it, as practised at the present day. in chilling cast iron and bronze.

The native Mt-xicaus had thus made a progress in the useful arts, which

has been classed as

THE AGF. OF BRONZE.

Their second stage of human progress included also skill in the manu-

facture of gold and silver vessels, of textile fabrics of cotton, wool and

flax, dyeing cochineal red. and also of interweaving the bright feathers of

parrots and of humming-birds into gorgeous mantles, that were prized by

the ancient dames of Spain, as they now are by modern ladies. The age

of bronze in Mexico, and in Egypt at an earlier date, appear to have been

nearly similar, as neither had progressed to the third stage of

THE AGE OF IRON'.

The uatives of India and China appear to have made the earliest pro-

gress in the use of iron and steel, as wed as in the manufacture and dye-

ing of cotton fabrics, wool and >ilk. The silks of India were early prized

in Europe at nearly the value of their weight in gold. Fine India muslins

were of such a gossamer texture as to leave the contour of beantiful

forms half revealed beneath folds of transparent drapery. The porcelain

of china also surpassed that of Europe during the past century, and still

remains admirable as - china ware." The Chinese were the first to utilize

steel for magnetic needles for guiding vessels across pathless seas, and

travellers across the great steppes of Asia.

Then the Greeks progressed in the use of steel in the art of war, and

were thus enabled to dominate over the less skillful nations of the earth.

The serried ranks of the Macedonian phalanx, armed with glittering steel,

and led by Alexander, marched triumphantly to the regions of India.

* Horatio X. Angell.
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Afterward the superior skill of the Romans in the use of steel swords

predomiuated over the civilized world, with a facility graphically described

by Caesar in the memorable words, '• Veni, tidi, vici,— I came, I saw, I

conquered I"

Since then, tliis paramount power in the use of steel implements of war

has been acknowledged by international law as supreme " by the right of

conquest."

After a time the relaxation of Roman vigor by luxury enabled the hard-

ier nations of the North to predominate, and then came the decline and

fall of the Roman empire. Next followed the great improvement effected

by combining the use of iron implements as guns, for rendering efficient

the explosive force of gunpowder. In this invention the Turks took the

lead in the fourteenth century by capturing Constantinople from the

Romans,—by l>esieging Vienna, and threatening to overrun Europe. They

fitted out Barbary corsairs, which spread terror along the shores of the

Mediterranean, and the adjacent Atlantic. All christians (as infidels) were

captured and sold as slaves, unless ransomed. One of the original settlers

of Providence, William Harris, was captured by a Barbary corsair on his

voyage to Europe, enslaved, and finally ransomed by the Connecticut col-

onists, in whose service he was employed. Thus Carthage once ruled

the waves, as Britannia has since, by superior efficiency in the ase of iron

and gunpowder on the high seas.

In the recently published biography of Admiral Farra^ut it is stated

:

•'In 1.55S the Turks carried off four thousand of the inhabitants of the

coast of Italy, including his ancestor, Antonio Farragut, his wife, and sis

children; who were ransomed and returned to Italy after six years" cap-

tiviiy." What a contrast does this event afford to the superior power

wielded by their descendant on the waters at New Orleans and Mobile.

The maritime countries of Europe long continued to pay tribute to the

Barbary States, untTl the skill and courage of the people of the United

States of North America finally compelled the Crescent to yield to the

Cross, by boldly attacking the fortified ports of Tripoli and Algiers

;

whereby Europe was relieved from further tribute.

The early superiority of the Turks in the effective use of cannon and

fire-arms was realized by me on visiting the arsenal of Constantinople, in

the year 185L Among the specimens of ancient arms, there were breech-

loading cannon and guns, and revolving fire-arms, which antedate these

inventions by any other people. These rude specimens of fire-arms exhib-

ited a remarkable contrast, when compared with the improved breech-
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loading- rifles, of wiiicli six luiiidred tlioiisaiul were recently fnrnislied to

the Turks from the workshops of Providence, to repel the Russian

invaders. The rapidity of discharging rifle balls from these improved

gnus, with a range nearly equal to that of artillery, and a precision that is

marvellous, has essentially changed the old systems of warfare, and of

artillery practice, and is destined hereafter to determine "the course of

empire."

Had a few of these rifles beeu available on the classic fields of Troy,

near Coustaut4uople, where Homer's lieroes, gods and goddesses, con-

tended in a ten years' war, Jupiter might have preferred a repeating rifle

to a zig-zag thunderbolt, and Ulysses have "got through and gone home,"

before he was forgotten by his wife.

The dexterity of the Spaniards with their superior steel weapons in ex-

terminating the natives of Central America is described l)y Las Casas,

Bishop of Chiapa, who was an eye witness of tlieir actions :
" The Span-

iards, mounted on horses, and armed with steel swords and lances, com-

mitted the most horrible slaughters with impunity. They passed through

the towns, killing women and children as well as men. They laid wagers

one with another, who could cleave a man down most dexterously with

his sword, or take ofl" his head from his shoulders at one blow, or run a

man through most ettectually. They iianged thirteen of these poor hea-

then in honor of Jesus Christ and his twelve apostles They erecteil

scaflblds upon forked poles, and laid the cliiefs and principal men upon

them, ;ind kindled a slow Are beneath to cause the most exquisite anguish

and outcries." " By the barbarous cruelties inflicted by the Spaniards on

the aborigines in Mexico, they exterminated more than eleven millions of

them within forty years after the discovery of America."

The Spaniards, under Philip II, inflicted similar extermiualing cruelties

on the Protestants in the Low Countries, and Protestants, Jews, Gen-

tiles, and Mohammedans, all alike, have used their predominant physical

power in exterminating, by martyr fires and cruel deaths, others of dif-

ferent religious creeds, denoteil "heathen."

To resist this general instinctive propensity of the more powerful to

dominate over the weaker, swords were formerly worn by the sides of

civilized men, and revolvers at the present day. The human species hav-

ing no natural weapons for self defence, as horns, claws, tusks, or stings,

are necessitated to seek out many inventions for strengthening " their

hands to war, and fingers to fight." For mutual protection of the weak

against the strong, various species of animals associate together in flocks
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and herds, and the human species unite as fellow citizens in communities;

whereby the power of the whole population is employed to protect each

individual. This is civilization. The advantajjjes of Roman citizenship,

or civilization, was manifest in the appeal of St. Paul against the cruelties

of the Jewish priests.

After the christian nations of Europe improved their steel implements

of war, reinforced by gunpowder, they in turn began to dominate over

other nations of the earth, as the Romans and Mohammedans had previ-

ously done. When the Spanish rulers sent out Columbus to take posses-

sion of America, " by virtue of his Christianity," the Pope in Rome actually

made to theui a free gift of the whole continent from pole to pole, with all

the people and their property; which was certainly a very munificent gift.

Then all other christian nations joined in the general scramble, by sending

out maritime expeditious for plundering heathen countries. Royal

licenses were granted to buccaneering adventurers, " to take possession

of any lands or property not previously subjected to any christian prince

or people." The great wealth of the infidel people of India early attracted

the notice of the steel-armed Greeks under Alexander, and then of the

Mohammedans. The proverbial wealth of "the great Moguls" was a

tempting prize to the European christians, and especially to the Italian

merchants and navigators of the fourteenth century, who were engaged

in oriental commerce. It became the day-dream of the Italian navigators

to reach India or Cathay directly, by sailing westward. To accomplish

this purpose an Italian navigator, Columbus, prevailed on the Spanish

rulers in 1492 to fit out vessels to make the passage direct. He stumbled

on the intervening continent of America, which barred his way; but was

very successful in plundering the heathen natives of Mexico of their gold

and silver, and other property, accumulated in their ancient cities. This

success stimulated a second Italian navigator, John Cabot, to go to •

England, to promote another attempt to reach Cathay by a direct passage

by sailing westerly in a more northerly latitude. Cabot induced a com-

pany of English merchants to fit out an expedition in 1496, four years

after that of Columbus. They obtained a license or royal patent from

Henry VII, in consideration of one-fifth of the profits accruing to him.

He gave them authority under the British flag " to sail over the seas and

seize any lands or countries not previously possessed by any christian

people."

John Cabot nuide the attempt to reach Cathay by sailing to the icj' coasts

of Newfoundland, and then by proceeding southerly along the coast. He
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failed in findinij a passage; wliich was fortunate for the people of India,

who were thus saved from the spoliations inflicted by the Spaniards on

the American Indians.

Central America, when first discovered, was supposed to be a part of

India, and hence that region was called "West India," and the natives

were denoted "Indians."

A third Italian navigator, John Verazzano, came to France twenty-eight

years later (1524) and urged the royal rulers to renew the attempt to And

a direct passage to India. He sailed directly to the present capes of Vir-

ginia, and from thence explored the coast as far as Maine and Newfound-

land. He published an account of his entering the mouth of the presents

Hudson river; which was seventy-five years afterward settled by the

Dutch under the English navigator, Hudson. Verazzano from thence fol-

lowed the southern coast of Long Island, passed Block Island, and

entered Narragansett Bay. There he anchored, and remained fifteen days

in exploring its shores and islands. He was the flrst European who ever

beheld the land where we now dwell,—unless credit be given to the legends

of the Northmen. He describes the natives as being " the goodliest people

we have found, being liberal and friendly, but unacquainted with the use

©f iron." "They are clothed in dressed leather skins and furs. The

women modestly refused to leave the canoes to come on board our vessel.

The shores and islands of the bay are covered by forest trees."

Continuing his voyage along the coast around Cape Cod, he describes

the natives there as being " suspicious, hostile, and desirous of obtaining

steel implements for defence against kidnappers; who frequented the coast

to seize and transport them for sale as slaves to the Spanish planters in

the West Indies. There being no gold or silver here to reward the navi-

gators, as in Mexico, and only a few furs and skins for traffic, the buc-

canueers, for profit, had recourse to the capture of the natives for slaves :

as has been the case in ages past on the coast of Europe by the Moham-
medans, and on the coast of Africa by all other nations. Imbued with the

belief of the right of ownership, founded on superior might of arms and

conquest, till the fii-st maratime adventurers from Europe considered the

lives and property of heathen people to be subjected to their peculiar use.

The first settlers of New England began to kill and sell the natives at

their pleasure.

After despoiling the Mexicans and Peruvians of their gold, silver, and

other wealth, accumulated in their Age of Bronze, the Spanish adventurers

and cavaliers sighed for other similar regions to conquer,— an Eldorado
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somewhere in the interior of North America. Ponce de Leon and De Soto

made raids from Florida and traversed wild forests only to flnd4)oor, un-

civilized natives, armed with bows and stone-pointed arrows, and pos-

sessed of no valuable property. These adventurers obtained food by plun-

dering the Indians, and found graves beneath the forest shades. De Soto

was buried in the turbid waters of the great river Mississippi, which he

was the first of Europeans to discover. The poverty of the natives saved

them from the continued presence and oppressions of the invaders.

The whole coast of North America, from Florida to Maine, offered no

inducements to tempt Europeans to settle therein, except for agriculture.

Labor and toil were not relished by the tirst maritime adventurers, who

brought with them only swords and lire-arms, and no hoes or ploughs for

tilling the soil. After the lapse of nearly a hundred years of repeated ex-

ploring expeditions in vain attempts to reach the coveted wealthy regions

of India, the French people appear to have been the first to commence a

more rational system of trading with the natives for skins and furs,

and especially for embarking in the profitable cod-fishery on the New

England coast. To carry on these honest business pursuits, they sent

vessels under Jacques Cartier, in 1534,— eighty-six years before the first

settlement of Plymouth in New England,— to make permanent locations

on the sea-coasts adjacent to the cod-fisheries, and to establish trading

posts among the interior tril)es of Indians on the great river St. Lawrence

and on the great lakes, over to the river Mississippi.

Jacques Cartier narrates that he was '' entertained near Montreal by an

assemblage of Indians, with a feast of corn, beans, squashes pumpkins,

and fishes." This statement shows that the aborigines of North America

were an agricultural, not merely a nomadic people, living by the chase and

fishing.

The importance of the cod-fishery on the coasts of Newfoundland and

" New England" as first named by John Smith in 160G, was manifested by

"the employment of more than four hundred fishing vessels from Europe

in this profitable business so early as the year 1583."

The island of New Foundland being convenient for a permanent fishing

station, a company was organized in England by Humphrey Gilbert under

the first English royal patent, granted by Queen Elizabeth, "'to take

possession of any remote lands not occupied by any christian prince or

people, and to exclude all persons from coming to settle within two hun-

dred leagues of any place he might occupy," the queen " reserving a right

to share one-fifth of all the profits."

14
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Gilbert made a permanent settlement in Newfoundland, and, by right

of discovery by John Cabot, secured tlie possession of that island, with

all its coal mines, to England. lie was accompanied by his step-brother,

Walter Raleigh; who obtained another patent from Queen Elizabeth,

two years later (1585), for establishing a colony further south under

a milder climate on the American coast, and with a similar exclusive

right "to all territory within two hundred leagues of his settlement."

Two vessels were fitted out by the company of merchant adventurers in

London, which carried out emigrants destined to settle north of the Span-

ish settlement in Florida. They were landed on the coast near Roanoke,

which they named " Virginia," in compliment to their virgin queen.

Mr. Bancroft describes these adventurers to have been "broken down

gentlemen and libertines, more titted to corrupt a republic than to found

one. There were very few mechanics, farmers, or laborers among them."

They carried out swords and fire-arms, like the previous Spanisli and

French adventurers to Florida, to win their living, instead of earning it

by labor. They immediately began to seize the provisions belonging to

the natives, and proved themselves to have been a buccaneering associa-

tion of conimunists I)y plundering and enslaving the natives, and uniting

in a Joint Stock London Company, to divide the profits of their plunder.

Although armed only with arrows and spears, the natives resisted their

invaders successfully, and not one of them was left to tell the tale of their

extermination when the next company of adventurers arrived.

The second company, pursuing the same course of plundering, was

nearly extei'niinated. More than three hundred and fifty were massacred

in one night. Having brought no agricultural tools for producing their

own food, and the feeble natives having fled to the forests, the few sur-

viving colonists were reduced to such a condition of starvation, that "the
living liad not strength to bury the dead decently, and the bodies were

trailed out for burial like dog.s."

Based on communistic and socialistic principles, the Virginia Company
lailed of success, until this system was radically changed to that of indi-

vidual self interest, by a division of the land, under the direction of Cap-
tain John Smith, of Pocahontas celebrity. He induced the directors to

apportion lots of land in plantations for each one of the colonists; where-

by, as historically stated, "every man, working for himself, produced
more than thirty working for the common stock." He instituted syste-

matic industry for self support, instead of the wild and adventurous ca.ieer
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of which their chivalrous and talented leader, Sir Walter Raleigh, had

been an eminent example, with the termination of his life on a scaffold, in

1G02, after devoting it to colonizing enterprises and expending £40,000 in

Aain.

Immediately after abondoning the system of plnndoring the native In-

dians, and reorganizing the colony on the basis of individual self interest,

labor, and economy, the Virginia settlers began to thrive by raising corn

and tol)acco, making turpentine and resin, and exporting timber. Tlius

rendered independent and comfortable, they became desirous of making

there a permanent home, and being lonesome, like Adam in paradise

witliout a wife, but not being, like him, furnished with a supply ready

at hand, they found it necessary to send out orders for them to London.

The cost of importation is described as having been established at one

hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty pounds of the staple article

of tobacco ; which appears to have been about the average weight of the

articles imported. " Some of the first families in Virginia," history

states, " are descended from these tirst settlers."

After the rational system of labor and self dependence had been estab-

lished by John Smith, Gates, and others, the colonists began to throw off

their dependence on the English rulers, and to elect their own officers, and

the first representative assembly was chosen in 1G19. But the buccaneer-

ing principle of enslaving the natives of America was transferred to

enslaving the natives of Africa in 1G18 ; which subsequently cost the lives

of a million of freemen fully to abolish.

After the commencement of a system of self government in the Vir-

ginia Colony, the further services of the old directors in London became

so obnoxious to the people, that in 1023, the royal Virginia patent was

formally cancelled, and the company dissolved.

In the depressed condition of the Virginia Joint Stock Company, after

the decapitation of their leader, Walter Raleigh, Captain John Smith re-

turned to England, and commenced a project of retrieving the financial

condition of the company by securing a monopoly of the profitable cod-

fishery on the coast of New England. He proposed to plant a colony on

the adjacent shore of *' Cape Cod," and then to claim the monopoly of this

lucrative fishery under the broad patent of the Virginia Company, by ex-

cluding all others from coming within " two hundred leagues of their col-

ony." Accordingly John Smith was sent out by the London Directors to

explore the New England coast, in order to find the most favorable loca-
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tioii for a flsliing station. Aided by Ferdiuaiido Gorges he went fioin tlie

present border of Maine to Cape Cod in an open boat, and made a chart

of tlie coast. He selected the port of Plymouth, and gave it its present

name.

This project being favored by Captain Gosnold and Gorges, the Virginia

Company advertisetl shares in this new joint stock company, under their

old patent, for ten pounds per share to capitalists, and for seven years'

personal services to actual settlers, with a division of the land and protits

at the end of seven years. Their advertisements reached some English

refugees, who had fled from England to enjoy the exercise of their pecu-

liar religious principles, in Holland, that glorious country of religious

freedom. . Their leaders, Mr. Bradford and Mr. Kobinsou, state that they

were kindly received, but the emigrants became restless because their

younger members intermarried with the Dutch, and their English lan-

guage was yielding to the Dutch language. The refugees, who assumed

the name of Pilgrims from their second removal, appointed John Carver

to contract with the London Directors of the Virginia Company ; and

many of the very poorest bound themselves to seven years of personal ser-

vice in the colony as a commutation for the ten pounds per share, and also

to find their own food and clothing. In accordance with this contract, no

supply of food or tents were provided, and the emigrants were landed in

mid-winter on the cold New England coast, and left to care for themselves.

The natural result was the death by exposure and starvation of nearly half

of these Plymouth colonists during the first winter,— precisely as had

occurred in the two previous attempts of this "Virginia Company" to

colonize. Thus were these pour emigrants deluded by the advertisement

of the Loudon Joint Stock Company, and instead of sharing in protits and

the division of lands, equal in extent to the whole of Holland, they found

graves on a sandy bluff of the sea-shore.

The grasping London Directors not only attempted to obtain the posses-

sion of a great region of territory on the land, but also a monoply of the

adjacent fishery on the high sea, within the designated "two hundred

leagues of their settlement." They thus calculated both to plunder the

Indians of their lauds, and also their fellow-countrymen of their common
law rights on the open sea. To carry out this purpose they prevailed

on the authorities to send out an English Admiral to enforce their claim,

and drive off any vessel approaching the coast without their license. It

was this blockade that prevented any vessels coming to the port of Ply-

mouth, and consequently prevented the first settlers from obtaining sup-
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plies from the imnieroiis tishiiig vessels on the adjacent sea, althoiiu;]!, as

Morton states, there were more than seventy at one time near them.

Having bronjjht no supply of provisions with them, the Til^rims imme-

diately after landing used their swords and i^uns to carry out the original

purpose of taking posses.siou of the country and property of the natives.

The historian of Plymouth, Morton, narrates: "The first explorers found

fair baskets of corn and beans in the Indian houses, which they brought

away without paying for. The Indians defended their property with bows

and arrows until the bullets splintered the bark of trees, behind which

they were sheltered ; when they sprang away with a yell."

One of this exploring party, Mourt, narrates: "We found houses fur-

nished with bowles, dishes, and trays, made otwood. There were earthen

pots, baskets ingeniously ornamented with shells of black and white col-

ors, wrought together in pretty work. Among useful household stuff were

ornamented things, such as deers' horns, shells, and eagles' claws. There

were provisions of corn, beans, dried fish, and tobacco. Outside were

))undles of flags, bulrushes, sedges, and other materials for manufactures "

"The houses are built of poles, arched over at top, with an opening for

the smoke. The inside was neatly lined with mats." He continues :
" The

best things we brought away with us, including ten bushels of corn and

beans. And truly 'twas God's Providence we found these things in our

starving condition."

The natives, armed with their bows and arrows, fled from the superior

efficiency of the guns and swords; which were then rendered useless for

forcibly procuring bread, and could only be used for killing game. Had

not a supply of shell-fish been obtainable on the shores, Mr. Palfrey states

they must have nearly all perislied in the winter.

The assaults and robbery of the natives excited their hostility, and ren-

dered them "enemies," as the first settlers made them, and called them

from the outset. As an immediate consequence of a fear of retaliation, it

is narrated: "Their suflerings by hunger and cold during the winter were

augmented; for during their weakness and wants, they were necessitated

to employ their feeble strength to inclose the settlement with a palisade,

and to barricade their dwellings." " They even carefully smoothed over

tlxt' numerous fresh-made graves of their companions, to conceal from the

Indians the diminislied numbers and weakness of the survivors. The

few survivors had scarcely strength to attend the dying." At one time,

" a man could not halloo at night without creating a general alarm of an

onslaught by the enemy."
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That the first settlers of Pl^-niouth brought these troubles upon them-

selves is proved by the subsequent friendly course manifested l>y the adja-

cent Indians. After the famishing Plymouth settlers, in the ensuing spring,

were reduced by hunger to the necessity of acting like christians, in send-

ing payment to the Indians for the corn they had robbed them of, and of

offering to pay them justly for more, then the Indians not only brought

them corn, but showed them how to plant and raise it for tliem;selves.

That the Indians of New England were naturally endowed with gentle

as well as grateful feelings, is proved by the kindness and hosi)itality of

the Sachem Massasoit, the chief of the natives near Plymouth. Hoger

Williams, as a christian missionary, visited him, and labored to improve

and benefit his people. Years afterward, when Williams Avas proscribed

by the Massachusetts Puritans, he fled to the hospitable shelter of his wig-

wam, and was kindly entertained there during fourteen weeks in iniil-

winter. And Canonicus, the same old Narragansett Chief, who defiantly

sent a bundle of arrows tied together by a rattlesnake skin, to the Ply-

mouth settlers, gratefully requited the kind treatment of Roger Williams

by freely giving to him, when banished, the land where the city of Provi-

dence is built, and where we now have our pleasant homes. Thus it

appears that though the Indians had only weapons of stone, yet they had

not hearts of stone.

In like manner the first settlers of Hartford obtained, in their extremity,

during the first year after their arrival, a cargo of corn from Canonicus.

By pursuing the course of christian justice and kindness to the Indians,

the people of Rhode Island ever lived amicably among them ; and until

the four United New England Colonies made an exterminating war against

them, Williams affirms : "I cannot learn that the Narragansetts have ever

stained their hands with any English blood, either in open hostilities or

secret murders. Many hundreds of the English people have found them

inclined to peace and love. Through all their lands many a solitary

Englishman has travelled alone with safety and loving kindness. Hath

not the God of peace and Father of Mercies made these natives more

friendly to us in this their own country, than our fellow-countrymen in our

native land?"

Edward Wiuslow stated in a letter: " We have found the Indians very

faithful to their covenants of peace with us, very loving, and. ready to

pleasure us. We go with them fifty miles into the country, and walk as

safely in the woods as in the highways in England. Though not profess-

ing religion, they are trusty, quick of apprehension, humorous and just."
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CiKshman writes: "Tons they have been like hiinbs ; so l<ind, trusty

and submissive, that many christians are not so sincere."

Had the first settlers of New England been wholly actuated by christian

principles of " peace and good will to men," instead of being involved as

adventurers in rapacious joint stock companies, by the false and delusive

representations of their promoters, a very different history of their char-

acter and conduct might have been recorded.

When the real intention of the directors of the Virginia Company to

enforce a monopoly of the fisheries on the New England sea-coast became

known, they were strenuously opposed by the English merchants and

members of Parliament, and immediate measures were adopted to defeat

the attempt. A new royal patent was forthwith applied for and obtained

from King James, in November, 1620, even while the Mayflower Avas on

the way to New England. This royal patent constituted the original basis

of the "Massachusetts Bay Company."

After arriving at Plymouth, so remote from the original locality of the

Virginia settlement, the Pilgrim emigrants became immediately aware of

the deception i)racticod upon them, which was shuffled off ui)on the cap-

tain, as having been "bribed by the Dutch to land them on the New

England coast." Realizing that the Virginia patent was worthless author-

ity for founding a colony in New England, the emigrants held a meeting

in the cabin of the Mayflower before landing; and in this emergency no

other course was left than to make an immediate agreement among them-

selves for the regulation of their conduct, and submission to such leaders

as the majority might appoint. This simple agreement, written and

signed on board the Mayflower constituted their original democratic form

of government under the common law of England. Before they had

entered into this covenant in the cabin of the Mayflower they were legally

subjected to the new charter granted by King James to another set of

directors in the southwest of England. But having become organized

and in actual possession of that part of the country, the Plymouth Col-

ony was left to its own control without interruption for many years until

their flnal union with " the Bay."

In forming the New England Colony, John Smith narrates :
" I labored

to bring together the western merchants and the London Virginia Com-

pany, but found that each desired to be lord of the fisheries. To induce

emigrants to go to New England, and leave the comforts of tlie English

homes, I believed that no other motives than profit would determine

them."
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The patent granted by King James to the New Western Company in-

cluded an extraordinary extent of territory, autliorizing them to hold

exclusive possession of all the land lying between the fortieth and forty-

eighth degree of north latitude, and extending from the Atlantic to the

Pacific ocean,—then called "the South Sea." This grant covered terri-

tory already in possession of the Dutch on the Hudson river, and French

in Maine and along the river St. Lawrence to tlie great lakes, and even to

the Mississippi river, "This Massachusetts Patent included more than a

million of square miles, capable of containing a greater population than

Europe then contained."* " Without permission of this new company of

' the Council of Plymouth,' not a vessel was allowed to enter a harbor

between Newfoundland and the latitude of Philadelphia, nor a sliin to be

bought of an Indian, or a fish caught on the coast ; or even an emigrant to

tread on their soil." Bancroft adds : 'A royal grant of such a vast extent

of the American continent without regard to the rights of other nations

and individuals, excited the amazement of Englishmen, and the scorn of

powerful nations. This grant was illegal, as a violation of the constitu-

tional laws, by contravening the common law rights of all Englishmen.

It was protested against liy Sir Edward Coi^e in Parliament, as conceal-

ing plans of private protit under color of pul)lic good, in planting a

colony."

Mr. Bancroft further adds : " The maritime adventurers of those days,

joining the principles of bigots with the boldness of heroes and pirates,

considered tiie wealth of the countries which they might discover, as their

rightful plunder, and the inhiibitants, if christians, as subjects;— if infi-

dels, as their slaves." "Experience shows that corporations, whetlier

commercial or proprietary, are the worst sovereigns; gain being their

object If skillfully administered, the colonists are made subservient to

commercial avarice, and are pillaged by faithless agents. Corporate ambi-

tion is deaf to mei'cy and insensible to shame."

Mr. Palfrey says :* "It would bo an error to suppose that the commu-

nity at Plymouth was strictly of a religious character. The London Joint

Stock Company had business objects, and was by no means solely swayed

by religious sympathies There is no proof that these Leyden people had

any control in the selection of their copartners. One of them, Jolin Bd-

lington, was afterward hung for marder; and two others were punished

* Bancroft's History of the United States, cli. v.

t History of New England, ch. v.
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for fighting witli swords :ind daggers. Of the twenty-seven who survived

the first winter after l)eing hxnded from the Mayflower, eleven only were

favorably known. All the rest are either known unfavorably, or only by

name."

But certainly their piety and self-sacrifice in leaving their native laud

and fleeing to Holland for the purpose of there enjoying religious freedom

entitles them to esteem and veneration.

The Dutch rulers oflered to transport the English emigrants to their

colony in New York, and to allow them the same freedom of public wor-

ship they had enjoyed in Holland; but it appears they could obtain no

other guaranty of the same privilege in America than the assurance, " there

are no bishops to persecute you." They chose New England rather than

the Dutch colony at New York, because, as they averred, they desired to

preserve their English language and relationships. They became copart-

ners in a grasping Loudon company for sharing in the profits of seizing

Indian lauds, and their owners as heathen slaves, and for obtaining a

wrongful monopoly of the fisheries ou the adjacent sea. With a desire to

believe paternal ancestors were solely actuated by religious motives in

coming to Plymouth, the inflexible records of the early history of New
England demonstrate that they came to America like the myriads of emi-

grants who have since arrived here, for tlie primary worldly purpose of

bettering their coudition in life.

To judge aright of their motives and action, it is necessary to revert to

the circumstances and times when speculative maritime adventurers

obtaiued buccaneering licenses for sailing over the seas to capture aud

plunder feebler countries.

A recent report of the civil service in Great Britain aftirms :
" Charters

aud monopolies, in a fit of good humor, were once tossed by a king to

some favorite person at court, who might have pleased him ; and these

patents were as arbitrarily revoked in a fit of anger or di'uukeuuess. An

Euglish king could once enrich a great baron or favorite, not only with

spoils of foreign lands, but with those of fellow subjects. The great

lords and ecclesiastics looked down haughtily upon the half-enslaved com-

mon people. Reactions against such tyranny culminated in the riots

under Watt Tyler, Jack Cade, and iu the rebellion under Cromwell ; and

finally in the execution of King Charles. America was given away, and

colonized under royal grants and patents to trading monopolists."

Pilgrims and Puritans alike, by virtue of their Christianity, assumed

themselves to be the saints of the Lord, and that " the earth, with the

15
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fulness thereof, is the Lord's and tlie inheritance of his saints." They

practically attempted to establish the Jewish doctrine in the new world

which the Saviour came to abolish in the old world, in accordance with the

precept: "The law was given by Moses; but grace and truth came by

Jesus Christ."

After the unsuccessful experiment of carrying out these doctrines in

Virginia and Plymouth, few emigrants were willing to make another sim-

ilar experiment in Massachusetts. A few fishermen located themselves at

Naumkeag, (Salem), under Mr. White and Mr. Conant in 1G28, and Endi-

cott was sent out there in 1629, by the new company in England ; but the

hardships of a fisherman's life on the ocean waves deterred new settlers

from joining this small settlement, especially after learning the sufferings

and miseries of all similar joint stock colonists under the management of

a board of directors in England. Emigrants were unwilling to leave the

comforts of their English homes and the security under English courts, to

subject themselves to the arbitrary power of mercenary joint stock direc-

tors, three thousand miles away. Having realized that the Virginia and

Plymouth colonists had never prospered while they continued to be ruled

by directors in England, and that they immediately began to thrive after

the management of their aflairs was placed in the hands of the colonists,

to elect their own otlicers, the uew company of the Council of Plymouth

in England despaired of success, unless they allowed similar privileges of

self-government to induce emigrants of wealth and influence to embark

for settling their proposed colony on Massachusetts Bay. The English

directors proffered to actual settlers not only the privileges of self-gov-

ernment and of titled ottices of distinction, but also the unimaginable

extent of profits from sharing the Indian lands from the Atlantic to the

Pacific oceans, which constituted the capital stock of the new Massachu-

setts Bay Company. The idea of becoming independent rulers in New
England, as governors, legislators, judges, etc., and of obtaining titles of

honor and profits, from which they were excluded by the civil and eccle-

siastical aristocracy in Old England, was fascinating to wealthy and

ambitious men. Coveting such distinctions and honors, laymen and

clergymen alike now ardently came forward to seek their fortunes in the

New World.

As it was entirely contrary to the policy and feelings of the royal rulers

and Parliament of England to concede any formal grant of independence

to the colonists, this result could only have been brought about indirectly,

by considering the settlers to be members of an incorpoi'ated joint stock

company, to which the appointment of agents and other ofllcers is com-
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monly conveyed by legal acts of incorporation, as being essentially neces-

sary for the judicious uianageinent of their affairs. To accomplish the

proposed plan of establishing au independent company on the shores of

Massachusetts Bay, the directors of the Council at Tlymouth in England

sold to Sir Henry Roswell, John Young, John Humphrey, John Endicott,

and about forty others, a portion of their vast original patent; "bounded

northerly by a Hue three miles north of every part of the river Merrimac,

and by another line three miles south of the river Charles and the Massa-

chusetts Bay, and exteuding westerly from the Atlantic to the Pacific

ocean."* This long and narrow belt of land somewhat resembled a tape

line in relative dimensions. To give a color of authority to the convey-

ance '' the signature of King Charles I. was obtained after much labor and

expense." " To his eyes the transfer was only that of a trading corpora-

tion." " Not a single line alludes to freedom of religious worship." t

These liberal terms, with advertisements of the profits from sales of

lands, and of the pleasures of free hunting and fishing on their own lands,

excited such a rush of emigrants, that nearly three thousand came over in

1629 and IGoO; including gentlemen of wealth and influence, and clergy-

men. John Winthrop was elected governor, and the civil government was

organized. The ministers, Skelton and Higginson, who were clergymen

of the Church of England, organized also an independent ecclesiastical

government. These clergymen, who had taken an affectionate leave of

their " dear mother church" on embarking, after disembarking cast off

their dear old mother for a new step mother, by a speedy wedding between

their reorganized church, and the State of Massachusetts. They at once

began to exercise their usurped ecclesiastical power as supreme rulers, or

popes in Boston. This was protested against by two brothers. Brown,

shareholders in the Massachusetts Bay Company. They were arrested by

the civil riders on complaint of the co-ecclesiastical rulers, and were sent

back to England by the same vessel that brought them, with warning that

" this is no place for such as you." They only desired the liberty of going

to church as they had been accustomed to do. For this reason, Mr. Ban-

croft aftirnis, " Episcopacy had no inducements to emigrate to Massachu-

setts, for it was only Puritanism that emigrated to obtain ecclesiastical

power." The ecclesiastical power then usurped by Skelton and Higgin-

son was maintained in Massachusetts two hundred years, until finally

abolished by a popular vote, establishing the Bill of Rights, that now ex-

* Prince, 247. f Bancroft, vol. i, p. 34.3.
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enipts all persons from being taxed to support any church which they do

not attend.

To strengthen their authority by connection with the civil power of the

State, the ministers in Boston, like the priests in Jerusalem and the Pope

in Rome, assumed to be interpreters of God's will, and thus established a

kind of Theocracy, enforcing their doctrines with tlie frequent use of

the term, " Thus saith the Lord."

That the Puritans did not come to New England to establish " religious

freedom " and " for conscience" sake," as is commonly maintained by their

descendants, was immediately manifest by their commencing to persecute

the Baptists, Quakers, and other dissenters.

The principal motives that induced our forefathers to come to New
England, as previously narrated, were tiie profits of the sea-coast fisheries

and the possession of a great extent of land under the royal license, de-

noted a Patent. The immediate motive of the emigration of the wealthy

and influential leaders was personal ambition to better their condition in

life, and to act as independent rulers in the new world.

That the main object of the first settlers of New England was the profit-

able coast fishery is evidenced by their early suspending a huge codfish

from the ceiling of their General Assembly room, over their heads, as a

memorial of their devotion to their staple business pursuit. This Puritan

codfish is still reverently preserved by their descendants in Boston, and

may be now seen suspended over the heads of the representatives in the

State House, covered with the dust of ages. The ancient Jews similarly

set up and idolized a golden calf as an emblem of their devotion to their

staple business of raising cattle. Likewise a great bale of wool is placed

conspicuously in the House of Lords in England, and the presiding olHcer

mounted thereon, to serve as an emblem of their devotion to the princi-

pal staple manufacture of Great Britain.

" The pursuit of fishing is an honest and honorable business," as

aflirmed by the King on signing the royal patent, "for it was the avoca-

tion of the early christian disciples." The seizing possession of the In-

dian lands witliout compensating the owners, as was expressly enjoined

on the grantees of the royal patents, was not an honest or honorable busi-

ness, and was opposed by the teachings of Roger Williams. For oppos-

ing the unjust seizure of the Indian land, which affected the pecuniary

value of the capital stock of the Massachusetts Bay Company under their

patent, Williams was indicted for treasonably "teaching certain strange

doctrines, denying the authority of the magistrates," and sentenced to be
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sent back to Eiiijlaiid l)y a vessel then ready to sail
;
precisely as the

brothers Brown had been sent back for similarly denying the authority of

the ministers in Boston.

Tiie following protest was addressed by Williams to the rulers at a

later date :

" In the sight of God you will find this question at bottom to be, First—

a depraved appetite for the great vanities, dreams and shadows of this

vanishing life by the acquisition of great portions of land in this wilder-

ness; as if men were in great necessity and danger for want of land, like

the poor thirsty and hungry seaman on a starving passage. Land is one

of the gods of New England, for the idolatry of which the Most High will

punish the transgressors."

Having practically realized the despotic power wielded by the union of

church and State, it thenceforth became the life-long labor of Williams to

found a new colony upon the constitutional basis of separation of the

ecclesiastical from the civil power. At that time the established church

of England predominated in Great Britain under the rigid rule of Charles

I. His tyranny excited the rebellion that caused his execution in 1649,

and the subsequent triumph of Puritanism in England under Cromwell.

The Massachusetts colonists, in becoming independent of the British rule

in church and State, in l(i30, set up a new independent dynasty for them-

selves, in which Puritanism superseded the old established church with

increased exacting rigor. During this period of revolutionary troubles in

England, the little colony planted by Williams at Providence struggled for

existence, in villages governed by mutual and couvenlional agreements on

democratic principles. In 1G43 an act of incorporation of Providence,

with several towns under one government, was obtained. As historically

stated, "the settlers were careful to conciliate the goodwill of all the

Indians who claimed any sort of interest in the lands. Those who had

built wigwams, or tilled the soil, received gratuities, in addition to what

had been paid to the sachems. Confirmatory deeds from the successors

of the first grantors were obtained; every new deed requiring some fur-

ther gratuity." Amity was thus maintained, and the settlers built their

houses alongside of the Indian wigwams.

The Rhode Island colonists continually struggled against the encroach-

ments of the Four United Colonies around them, until a royal charter was

obtained, in 1G62, from Charles II, granting them civil and religious free-

dom. The King desired to secure religious freedom for public worship to

the Catholics in England, and gladly signed the charter conveying this
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privilege to the people of the little colony, as " a lively experiment" for

showing that a civil government may best be established and maintained

with a complete freedom of opinion in all religious concernments. The

Puritans in England delayed the final passing of the charter under the

great seal, fearing that this liberal concession might be a precedent for

the free worship of ihe Koraan Catholics; but "the roaring of the lion

finally prevailed and brought it about," as Williams narrates.

A similar resistance to the establishment of religious freedom in England

was made afterward by the sectarians, when James II. attempted to pro-

claim religious toleration for the benefit of all dissenters from the estab-

lished church, including the Roman Catholics. "A convocation of the

leading dissenters thanked his majesty for his courtesy, but answered,

they preferred to remain as they were. Then the King tore up with his

own hands the proclamation he had prepared."* The ecclesiastics verified

the origin of their name from the original Greek word, ekkleio : I exclude.

To prevent ecclesiastical tyranny in our republic the people made the

first amendment to their constitution, forbidding " any establishment of

i-eligiou, and any law prohibiting the free exercise thereof."

The adoption of the Monroe Doctrine, in 1823, virtually checks the

arrogant assumption of absolute power by Europeans over the land and

people of America, as they have been accustomed to do in ages past. The

last attempted was by a French emperor to place Maximilian on a throne.

By opposing the right of European maritime adventurers to seize the

lands and property of the Indians in America, Roger Williams appears to

have taken the lead in this JMonroe Doctrine, as well as in establishing

freedom from ecclesiastical tyranny in the separation of Church and

State.

While the leaders of the New England settlers have often erred in not

adhering to principles of justice and christian beneficence, the common

people have steadfastly persevered with intelligence and skill in making

the wilderness to blossom as the rose. They have manifested vigor and

virtues that have honored the human race

Relying on the gratitude of the Indian chiefs for his sacrifices in their

cause, Williams fled from his home in Salem in mid-winter, to escape

deportation, and sought shelter beneath the hospitable roof of Massasoit

in Warren during fourteen weeks. The grateful sachem gave to the refu-

gee a tract of land on the eastern shore of the Seekonk river b}' the side

Neal's History of the Turitans.
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of a little cove. After planting corn there, Williams was notified by Gov-

ernor Winslow that this location was within the bounds of the Massachu-

setts patent. He was then provided with another tract of land bj'the In-

dian chief Canonicus, on the west side of the Seekonk river, beyond the

boundary line of the Massachusetts claim. Here he finally settled the new

colony, which he named " Providence," as providing a place of refuge

from injustice and from civil and religious tyranny for the oppressed of all

the nations of the earth.

By thus anticipating the Massachusetts Puritans in gaining possession

of the much coveted Indian lauds, their hostility to him and his colonists

became intensified to such a degree, that all commercial as well as friendly

intercourse with them was prohibited by penal laws. Williams writes :

" They intruded upon the Providence settlers in an unchristianly way,

contrary to their own laws and ours." They armed some of the Indians

to join the ranks of their soldiers in marching across the border of the

colony to seize Samuel Gorton and his associates at Warwick, and to carry

them as prisoners to Boston for trial by the chief ministers for alleged

blasphemy. It afterward appeared to have been a righteous retribution,

that the arms thus put into the hands of the Indians to kill Rhode

Islanders, were the first used in King Philip's war against their employers.

The Plymouth colonists joined the Massachusetts aggressors on the

cast side of Rhode Island, and the Connecticut colonists on the west, to

seize the intermediate lands included in the Rhode Island pateut. They,

with the New Haven colony, formed an alliance under the title of "the

Four United Colonies of New England," and while warring against the

Indians rigidly excluded the Rhode Island colonists from their alliance

and protection. Arnold says :
" The surrounding colonies continued their

grasping attempts to gain possession of the Indian lands included within

the Rhode Island patent."* Tlie sole object of the seizure of Gorton's

lauds and of his cattle and furniture was to break up his possession and

title obtained from Miantonomo. An honest historian of Massachusetts,

Judge Savage, records: "I regret to acknowledge the belief is forced

upon me that Miantonomo was condemned to death because he favored

Gorton and his associates in transferring to them his lands at Pawtuxet."

The seizure of Gorton by armed soldiers on the accusation of "blas-

phemy," was manifestly only a pretence, as evidenced by the final result

of his discharge by a majority of two votes of the commissioners of the

History of Rhode Island, pp. S79-3S.3.
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Other three colonies, after a year's imprisonment, and by tlie subsequent

order for him to quit Boston within two hours under penalty of death,

after be began to address tlie people there, and narrate to them the

wrongs and ruin inflicted on hira by their ministers and magistrates. In

describing this act of sending a military force to bring Gorton and his

companions to Boston to be tried for "blasphemy," and then giving him

only two hours' notice to quit under penalty of death for disobedience,

Arnold says, page 189 :
" The details of this memorable trial remind us of

the application of a nursery rhyme, as made by the late Archbishop of

Dublin :—

'01<1 Father Long-legs wouldn't say his prayers :

Take liim by the right leg

—

Take him by the left leg-

Take him fast by botli legs—

And tlirow him down stairs!'

"There, said his Grace, in that nursery verse you may see an epitome of

the history of all religious persecutions. Father Long legs refusing to

say the prayers that were dictated and ordered by his little tyrants, is re-

garded as a heretic and sutlers martyrdom. Who shall say hereafter that

there is no moral conveyed in Mother Goose's melodies?"

As a pretence for seizing the lands of the Indians, the Puritans contin-

ued to trump up pecuniary claims against them, in order to levy execu-

tions for sale of tlieir pi-operty under color of lawful debts due from them.

On complaint of a neighboring tribe of Mohegan Indians, Arnold says,

page 275 : "A great wrong was committed upon the Narragansett Indians

by the Commissioners of the Four United Colonies, by levying a fine of

five hundred and ninety-five fathoms of wampum-peage as a penalty for

alleged oflences against other Indian tribes; and by then forcing the

chiefs to mortgage their lauds to a joint stock company composed of their

leading politicians,— IIumphre\\ Atherton, John Winthrop, Jr., Governor

of Connecticut, John Hudson, Richard Smith, Amos Kichardsou, and

others. Then, on default of due payment, the Indians were finally com-

pelled to deliver "formal possession of twig and turf according to

English law, in the year 10(50." Arnold says they thus attempted to

wrench possession of the Indian lands within the Rhode Island charter lim-

its, in order to gain possession of the whole of Rhode Island. This was

the foundation of claims persisted in during more than forty years, until

finally annulled by special royal commissioners."
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Afterward a Narrai>;uisett sachem, to avenge the death of Miantouonioby

the hands of Uncas, gave notice to the Comniissioners of the United Colo-

nies of his intention to nialie war on the Mohegaus. This occasion offered

another very favorable opportunity for destroying both tribes, and getting

their lands, by joining Uncas with a force of three hundred soldiers, to

defeat tlie more powerful Narragansett chief, Pessicns. Tessicus was

then ordered to appear in Boston, and was fined by the Puritans, as the

French were fined by the Prussians, for the cost of the war. While in du-

ress he was obliged to sign an agreement to pay two thousand fathoms of

wampum within two years. Being unable to pay this imposition when

due, "the Four United Colonies sent Humphrey Atherton, with twenty

soldiers, pistol in hand, to obtain payment. He forced his way into his

wigwam, and seizing him ])y the hair, dragged him out, threatening instant

death if any resistance were made."* A conveyance of his land was made

by Pessicns to Atherton, the agent of the joint stock land company, com-

posed of John Wintlirop, Jr., tlie Governor of Connecticut, and others of the

principal colonial rulers. Roger Williams states that this company offered

him a share of their profits; and he replied, "that the wliole transaction

was illegal." This same company afterward legally l)ought lands of the

Indian sachems and owners at "Boston Neciv" in the Narragansett

country, which was sanctioned by the Rhode Island government.

The Connecticut colonists profited as mercenary soldiers under Uncas,

and were paid by liim in his title deeds to tracts of land. Trumbull

states: "Mr. Lefflngwell received a conveyance of nearly the whole

township of Norwich for his services to Uncas."

King Philip told Mr. John Borden of the wrongs he had suflered, in the

following words : ".\fter I became Sachem, the English disarmed all my

people, tried them by their judges for damages done by cattle, there being

no fences. They assessed damages which they could not pay ; and then

took their lands. I was seized and confined until I sold tract after tract

to pay claims for damages, until only a small part of the dominion of my

ancestors remains. I am determined not to live until I have uo country."

A plan was devised for obtaining possession of all the Indian lands in

the Narragansett country by the Governor of Connecticut, John Winthrop,

Jr., by going to England and procuring a new charter for the colony, so

altered as to include all the territory previously granted to the Rhode

Island colonists by their royal patent. The Colonial Records of Connec-

* History of Khode Island, Arnold, vol. i, p. l'.>9.

IG
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ticut sliow, page 581, that John Winthrop, Jr., wont to England in 1G62 to

obtain a new charter " which should be bounded eastward l)y the Ply-

mouth line, and northerly by the Massacliusetts line." This proposed

change of boundary lines, which would have included tlie whole of Khode

Island, proved to be too open a disregard of the rights of Englishmen

under chartered grants, and Winthrop failed in this attempt. Not dis-

couraged in zeal for getting possession of all the Indian lands, the next

attempt was to get possession of half of Rhode Island with all the lands

of the Narragansett Indians, by obtaining a new charter and surrepti-

tiously interpolating an explanatory description of the east boundary line

of Connecticut. The old Connecticut charter defined the east line to be

bounded by " Narragansett river," which received its name originally from

its forming the division line between Connecticut and the Narragansett

country. The new scheme was to be eflected by interpolating after the

name Narragansett river, this super-added explanation : "commoiihj called

Narragansett Bay." This bay being twenty-four miles further east than

the Narrag;insett river, now known as the Pawcatuck river, this change

would have brought the whole of the Narragansett lands within the juris-

diction of Connecticut. The letters of John Winthrop, Jr., and of his agent

in Lonilon, John Scott, published in Arnold's History of Rhode Island,*

reveal the details of the whole plot, and the employment of a '-potent

gentleman" and actual bribery to accomplish their purpose of obtaining a

new charter with the King's signature, and with this interpolation.

Triumphing in this achievement, Connecticut officers were sent to take

possession of the Narragansett country under this fraudulent reissue of

the Connecticut charter. Arnold says: "The Atherton Company had

accomplished their selfish purposes by a baseness that cannot easily be

surpassed."

John Clark, the agent in England of the Rhode Island colonists, notified

them of these proceedings. They appointed their Deputy Governor,

Joseph Jenckes, to make their protest to the royal council in the following

words :
" Through the private and clandestine deception of the agent of

Connecticut, John Winthrop, Jr., the new Connecticut charter is so

altered as to bound upon the Narragansett Bay; and this is done contrary

to the solemn promise to our agent, Mr. John Clark. "f

It is stated : "The King was surprised by this interpolation, and com-

missioners were appointed to rectify the boundary line; so as to nearly

* Vol. i, pp. .378-383. f K. I. Hist. Coll., vol. iii, p. 20G. K. I. Records, iv, p. 276.
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coincide with tlie origiiml charter liue of Ehodc Island, whicli was finally

conflrined in 1708 by agreement between the two adjacent colonies."

" The evil that men do lives after them" ; and the wrong committed by

the rnritau rulers of New England, in seizing the lands of Pessicus and

transferring them to the Atherton Company, was perpetuated by the lat-

ter in attempting to profit by the sale of a portion of them to forty-flve

families of Huguenots, wiio were doluded into settling thereon. The

Atherton Company contracted with a committee of refugees, who had fled

from Fiance after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, to seek a peace-

ful asylum in xVmerica, where they might freely worship their Creator.

In "The History of the Huguenot Settlers in Rhode Island " by the Hon.

E. R. Potter, (recently published by Mr. Sidney S. Rider,) it is stated:

'• The Atherton Company, in the year 1G8C, contracted ' to lay out A meet

and Considerable tract of Laud, whereon Each Family shall have a hun-

dred Acres on payment of twenty-five Pounds.' They were located on

the border of Narragansett Bay, ou land uow constituting East Greeu-

wich, and still retaining the name of ' Freuchtown.' They soon built

twenty-five houses there, and prepared for a church and school-house,

vineyards and orchards ; l)ut after finding that the General Assembly of

Rhode Island had previously granted the land to others, and that they had

been deceived in the validity of the claims of the Atherton Company, they

became discouraged, and suffered greatly by being necessitated to become

refugees a second time. Some went to New Rochelle, others to New

York, Avhere they originated 'The French Church,' that long flourished

there. Philadelphia, Virginia, and South Carolina became the abodes of

others, where their posterity are respectable inhabitants at the present

day. Allaire went to New York, Ayrault to Newport, Le Moine (Maw-

ney), Tonn/e, Collin, Tourtellot, Tonrbcaux (anglicised Tarbox), Bom-

passe (changed to Bumpus and Bump), Ganeau (to Gano), Despeau,

and a few others, lingered in Rhode Island." The sad breaking up of

this Huguenot colony, which promised to become a centre of refinement

and civilization, was lamented by Rhode Islanders.

Another Huguenot colony at Oxford, in Massachusetts, was in like

manner broken up by Governor Dudley, who gained experience in Indian

land speculations by serving on a committee of claims of the Atherton

Company. It appears that the leading political Puritans in New England

took an active part in profiting by the seizure of the Indian lands ; and

that Governors Dudley and Stoughtou, like Governor Winthrop of Con-

necticut, made a business of dealing in such acquisitions. Dudley sug-
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gested to the General Court of Massachusetts the feasibility of obtaining

possession of the Indian lands in the westerly part of the Massachusetts

Bay patent, from the Blackstone river to the Connecticut river, by pur-

chase of the tribe of Nipmuck Indians; and was appointed with William

Stoughton and Robert Thompson, Colonial Agent on Lands, to make the

purchase. The Colonial records show that they obtained a conveyance of

the whole Nipmuck country, much larger than the territory of Rhode Isl-

and, " for fifty pounds and a black coat," from "Black James," a Nipmuck

Indian, and Waban and his ti'ibe of Natic Indians. The Committee were

rewarded by a ^'ant of one thousand acres of the land each, for their

efficient services.

No question was made of the authority, or right of "Black James," or

of the Natic Indians to sell out all the hunting grounds and homes of the

adjacent tribe of Nipmuck Indians.

The next move that appears on record, was the petition of Governor

Dudley, William Stoughton, a political minister and afterward governor,

and Robert Thompson, for a grant of eight square miles of these Indian

lands, containing forty-one thousand two hundred and fifty acres. This

grant was readily made to them by the General Court of Massachusetts

in 1G82, (constituting the present township of New Oxford in Worcester

county), on the proposed conditions of " the settlement thereon of an

orthodox minister and thirty families within four years."

On being notified of this transfer of their hunting grounds and homes,

the Nipmuck tribe became exceedingly exasperated, and so hostile to all

intruders, that the Land Company, composed of Dudley, Stoughton and

Thompson as copartners, could not induce any families to remove and

settle on their grant of land within the stipulated term of four years.

They consequently obtained an extension of time for three years longer

to obtain settlers.

Failing to find any colonists, who knew the circumstances of the grant

and the vindictive hostility of the Nipmuck tribe toward all intruders, it

became necessarj' for the copartners to look abroad for emigrants, who

were ignorant of the wrong done to the natives, and of their consequent

hostility to settlers. The London copartner, Robert Thompson, then had

recourse to inveigling some of the families of French refugees, who had

fled thither after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, in 1G83, and were

seeking a home, where they might peaceably worship their Creator. One

Isaac Bertraud du Tufleau was found willing to attempt enlisting the

thirty families required by the terms of the grant. The origin of the
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Ilngncnot Colony, which was settled at Oxford, is stated by one of the

principal emigrants ; who in after years thus detailed his losses and sufler-

ings in a petition to Governor iShute :—

" Your petitioner humbly begs your Excellency graciously to assist him

in his great necessities. Your petitioner, on the revocation of the Edict

of Nantes, fled to London, where he avos presented by the Treasurer of

the Protestant Cliurch of France to the " Society for the propagation of the

Gospel among the Indians of New England," of which Mr. Robert Thomp-

son, the President, offered to install him as a member; and also offered

land in the government of the Massachusetts Bay. Thereupon, one Isaac

Bertrand du Tuffeau desired your petitioner to assist him, the said Du
Tufl'eau, to go over to New England to settle there a Plantation of the

French Refugees. This your petitioner did, by advancing to the said Du

Tufl'eau the sura of Five hundred Pounds Sterling."

" The said Isaac du Tuffeau, after arriving iu Boston with letters of

credit from said Major Thompson and your humble petitioner, delivered

them to his late excellency Joseph Dudley, Esq., and to the Hon. William

Stoughton, deceased ; who did grant to the said Du Tuffeau seven hun-

dred and fifty acres of land at New Oxford conjointly with your peti-

tioner." (They thus secured the zeal of the agent by giving him one-

half of the land, and at the same time a control of the management.)

"Your petitioner being excited by the letters of said Du Tufl'eau, did

ship himself and family, with servants, and paid to Captains Foye and

Ware passages for above forty persons.

" Your petitioner being arrived at Boston, presented letters from Major

Thompson aforesaid to the aforesaid Dudley and Stoughton, Esquires;

who were pleased to grant to your petitioner 1750 acres more; and for

authentic security, did accompany him to New Oxford, and put him iu

pos.-ession of the said tvventy-flve hundred acres of land : these he has

held for better than thirty years last past, and has spent above Two
Thousand Pounds to defend the same from the Indians;— who at divers

times have ruined the said plantation and murdered settlers : — Your peti-

tioner most humbly represents that some of the inhabitants do now dis-

pute his right and title, for the purpose of hindering him from the sale of

the said plantation; which puts him to the utmost extremity; being now

near eighty years of age, and having several children, and children of

children depending on him (under God) for subsistence, after having

spent more than ten thousand pounds towards the benefit of the country
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in building ships, malciug nails, and promoting luanufocture of stuff's,

hats and resin.

"Your petitioner doth most humbly beg j'our excellency's compassion

in confirming the said two thousand five hundred aci-es of land free from

molestations by the inhabitants and any pretensions of said Du Tuffeau

;

who abandoned said plantation, selling out the cattle and other movables

for his oirn particular use and went to London; where he died in a

hospital."

The following authentic details will show how all these troubles were

wrongfully brought upon the principal Huguenot settlers, and how the

whole Huguenot settlement was broken up and repossessed l)y Dudley

and his copartners.

The records of deeds in Suflblk County, Mass., volume xxx, page 268,

show that, on the 24th of May, 1688, Joseph Dudley, William Stoughton,

and Kobert Thompson signed a deed of twenty-eight hundred and seventy-

two acres of land, '-selected by said Bertrand du Tufl'eau for himself and

for Gabriel Bei'non within a tract called 'New Oxford Village,' on the

condition of building a corn mill thereon and paying a nominal quit rent

of forty shillings. New England currency, and with an appended proviso

:

' In case of the relinquishment or abandonment of said lands, this grant

shall thenceforth cease and be utterly null and void ; and the lands shall

revert unto the said parties of the First Part, and may be lawfully entered

upon by them as their former estate.'
"'

After the completion of the contract for settling the thirty families and

building the mill, the record shows, Feb. 6th, 1690, that all the copartners

of the Land Company except Governor Dudley, duly acknowledged the deed

before a magistrate, to give it validity; but Governor Dudley withheld

Ijoth his acknowledgment and the delivery of the deed itself, until the 5th

of February, 1716,— a period of twenty-seven years and nine months

after it was signed. During all of this time Gabriel Bernon and the

thirty refugee families Avere deprived of a title valid in courts of law.

Trespassers upon the land could not be ejected, and the Huguenot set-

tlers here, as in Rhode Island, became disheartened without a legal title.

After waiting in vain for three or four years for Dudley's deed, they began

to abandon the settlement. Governor Dudley not only withheld his

acknowledgment and the delivery of the deed, but encouraged others to

dishearten the French families, and cause them to abandon and desert

the lands ; as appears by his regaining possession of most of the prop-

erty, mills, and improvements under the clause of the grant providing
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against abandonment. This deliberately contrived course of Governor

Dudley is stated in a remonstrance addressed by Bernon to him, dated

March 1, 1707, stating: "Mr. llagborn, your brother, has done his

utmost to ruin my interest in said Oxford. He has caused Cooper to

abandon the old mill, and Thomas Allerton to leave my other house, de-

claring I had no power to settle them. When I made complaint of this,

he threatened to drive me from the place, myself." " It is notorious that

the said Ilagboru, your brother, has caused the planks of my granary to

be torn up and conveyed elsewhere, and ordered the oxen to be worked,"

etc. Superadded to this were the continual annoyances of the surround-

ing families of Nipmuck Indians, who appear by the remonstrance of the

French minister, Daniel Boudet, to the General Court, to have been sup-

plied " with rum without limits, so that they fought like bears with each

other." The traders from Boston bought the game and furs they took.

Some of the Indians worked as laborers, and the women gathered berries

and made baskets and mats for sale.

It appears " the Selectmen of Woodstock, an adjacent town. Peti-

tioned the General Court against the sale of Rum by the Traders; to

prevent the riotous drunkenness, and fightings, uutil they are brought to

death's door. There are none here to prevent this woeful conduct."

The Massachusetts rulers having annulled the power of the sachems to

maintain order and justice, by granting their lands to the Dudley Land

Company, they were left to themselves without any magistrate to restrain

them, and literally lawless. Bernon petitioned Governor Dudley, as the

ruling member of the Land Company, as well as of the Massachusetts Bay

Company, for his aid and influence in restraining the Indians, and only

received a letter in reply, dated July 7th, 1702, including the commission

of a captain at Oxford, with orders to "take care to arm the people, and

garrison them in your oica house, with a palisade." To quiet the fears

of the French settlers at Oxford, Bernon built a strong fort, partly of

stone, the ruins of which remain to this day. The alarm at this time

was caused by the exodus of most of the Indian families to another

distant place. That French emigrants were able to cope with the Indians

of America is manifest by their wonderful success in living among the

natives from Quebec to the river Mississippi, where they established

themselves permanently before New England was settled. It is to be

remembered, too, that when the Johnson family was murdered on Ber-

non's plantation in IGOfi, the power of the New England Indians had

been nearly annihilated by the war aud death of King Philip in 1G76,
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tweiit\' 3'ears before, and by the extermination of tlie Narrngansetts and

other tribes; so tliat we have reason to believe tliat this I Uignenot colony

in Massachusetts was not broken up by the Indians, but lilce the Huguenot

colony in Rhode Island, by the fraudulent conduct of the Puritan ruler.

Although the border Indians of Canada, during the war between France

and England, sent scalping parties to devastate the frontiers of ]\Iaine

and New York, yet there is no authentic account of their penetrating so

far south as Oxford. If the Nipmuck Indians, excited by rum, riotously

killed one another, it is not surprising that they may have murdered a

family living among them. At the time of the abandonment of Oxford

there was no Indian war to threaten the settlers with special danger.

This belief is confirmed by the statement of the French minister at Ox-

ford, Daniel Bondet, in his communication to the General Courtof Massa-

chusetts, as follows :
" The Inhabitants know that all the disturbances

that have been in this plantation have happened because some people give

the Indians drink without limit. We most humbly supplicate that you

give orders to stop this; which puts us in great danger of our lives."

This danger of their lives, by the neglect of the Puritan rulers, and

the withholding of their title to their land by the Governor for twenty-

seven years and nine months, are sufficient reasons fur the dispersion of

the Huguenot colony at Oxford

A touching account is given by George T. Daniels, Esq., of the final

departure of the body of the colonists from their homes at Oxford :

—

" Tradition says, early in the morning of the day of their departure,

each family bade adieu to its plantation and home, and then assembled at

the church for a season of worship. Next they repaired to the Imrying

ground, to take leave of the graves of departed friends. Finally rejoin

iug in a procession, they went away over the rough forest road to

Boston."

" On that August morning in ICOO the scene of leave taking at this

sacred spot may be imagined. As we look westward across the meadows,

the lonely houses appear Avith their closed doors and blank windows.

Near at hand stands the rude chapel, where just now the farewell songs

and prayers have been oflered up. In the middle foreground are the

graves of the dead ; and, here and there, friends bending tearfully over

them."— " We shall have to look far in New England history to find an

incident more full of dramatic interest and genuine pathos than this."

Describing the conduct of Governor Dudley in withholdiug the deed of
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the lands at Oxford nearly twenty-eight years, Mr Daniels remarks :
" It

will be remembered the deed was drawn May 24, 1G88, probably on the

completion of the contract to settle the thirty families. Two days after

the date of the receipt for building the mill, we find two of the grantors

acknowledging the deed before a magistrate; but still it was not

delivered Years passed. The first colony flourished awhile and became

extinct ; the second was begun and continued five years, was abandoned

and lay waste for nine years." * Then, in 1712, Governor Dudley and the

heirs of William Stoughton, the surviving copartners of the Land Com-

pany, accomplished their purpose in taking possession of all the lauds,

with improvements, except the portion on which Beruou had kept ten-

ants for securing uninterrupted possession. They issued " A Proclama-

tion." declaring that :
" Having established a number of French Refugees,

who have since deserted the place, we do hereby offer to thirty English

Families that shall settle thereon, all the lands of the said village, except

what is held by possession ol Mr. Bernon." "Then the thirty English

families came in. took the places of the thirty original French families;

and Bernon surrendered to them all his rights to the mills." f

After the departure of the French families, it appears that Bernon

struggled to preserve the possession of his houses and laud adjacent, by

keeping two tenants thereon. To break up also this remaining claim by

twenty years' possession. Governor Dudley wrote a letter to Bernon,

dated May 20, 1707, threatening to " turn out of the place your two ten-

ants, if you do not remove them yourself"; — with the obvious intent of

breaking up his continuous possession, that the plantatiou might revert

to the grantors, under the clause of abandonment.

After narrating the hard-handed dealing of Dudley, Mr. Daniels says

:

" We cannot avoid the conclusion, that in business matters Bernon had

more than his equal in Governor Dudley." J

* Page 112. t Probably to secure the acknowledgment of Dudley.

J Page 113, "Huguenots in the Nipmuck Country." The unscrupulous conduct of Gov-

ernor Dudley, as a predominant Puritan leader and a crafty lawyer, is adverted to by the

historian, Bancroft, (vol. iil, pp. 99-100), as remarkable for "profound selfishness." He

was denominated "a wolf," and Bancroft calls him " Massachusetts' own apostate son."

Cotton Mather, who at first admired him for his efficiency in sustaining the ecclesiastical

power, and who promoted his appointment to the office of Governor, after finding him

to be too selfish, sets him down in his private diary as "A wretch."— (Massachusetts

Historical Collections.) He addressed a letter to him January 20th, 1707, charging him

with " an unhallowed hunger for riches"; mth "setting up a reign of bribery, which I

know you have been guilty of." " The horrible trade carried on at the castle reaches to

17
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He continues: "At last, iifter Beniou's hopes and expectations had

been again and again disappointed, and he had grown old, and from lack

of means unable to assist the settlement further, on Feb. oth, 171G, nearly

twenty-eight years after the deed was written, it was acknowledged by

Dudley, and passed over to him." This was done only after Dudley had

been deposed by the king and deprived of all further ability to exercise

the authority of a Governor to shield his duplicity as a man.

After describing his conduct in the " History of the Huguenots in the

Nipmuck Country," Mr. Daniels remarks :
" We can hardly withhold our

sympathy from Beruon"; "Oxford, as a town, never questioned the

rights of Bernon."

After yielding up the legally executed deed to Beruon, Dudley next

endeavored to regain the grant at a nominal price, by deterring pur-

chasers from ))uying it. So eflectually did his agents at Oxford exert

themselves, that Bernon, iu despair, appealed to the sympathies of

Dudley's son, in a letter dated October 20th, 1720, as follows: "Sir,

I entreat you to assist me in my petition to His Excellency Governor

Shute and the General Court, to sustain my title to the Oxford lands. I

can make it appear by Major Buor, that when he would have bought my
plantation, they told him not to do it; that my title was nothing worth."

"I see myself about ruined by such hostility; I entreat you, sir, to aid

me in obtaining the assistance of the Governor, your father, that I may

sell the lands." He also made efibrts to counteract adverse influences by

obtaining testimonials in Boston from his "fellow Huguenots, certifying

the facts of his paying valuable considerations for the estate, and of his

title by possession." Among the twenty or more signei's appear the

names of J. Boiudoin, Sigourney, Daille, and Faneuil, who married

Bernon's sister. At last, on the IGth of March, 1725, a sale of what was

left of the original grant was made to Thomas Mayo, Samuel Davis and

William Weld for twelve hundred pounds, and thus the Huguenot Colony

at Oxford ended.

That religious freedom, the boon sought for by the Huguenots, did not

exist in Boston, where Bernon resided while establishing the thirty fami-

lies of refugees at Oxford, he appears by his diary to have early idealized.

the ears oftlie Lord of Sabaotli," (pp. 130, etc.), adding: " The Attorney-General, your

sou, has done infamous things in this way." Dr. Increase Matlier charges him with

gross duplicity, and tells him : " Some you have promoted will say you are the falsest

man in the world."— {Mass. Hist. Coll., I. Series, vol. iii, pp. 127-8.)

These are samples of a few of the charges made against Dudley by his cotemporaries.



ADDRESS OF ZACHARIAII ALLEX. 131

The same intolerance that had shipped back to England the two brothers,

Browne, and persecuted non-conformists, was still exercised against

dissenters. On refusing to pay a tax for the support of a church which

he did not attend, and whose services his people did not understand, it

appears by his diary : "They seized, (among other property), my wife's

riding hood and my leatltter breeches" to support Puritanism. In this

way he took occasion to make an early protest against taxation for

religious sects, and against the union of Church and State. This protest

has been in after times sustained by the people of the United States i-n the

first amendment of the national Constitution, and afterward by the people

of Massachusetts, in 1834, by the adoption of a Bill of Rights by a popu-

lar vote, in the year 1832.

This independent course marked him for a dissenter at once, and

incurred the hostility of both the ecclesiastical and civil rulers, causing

not only a forfeiture of sympathy for his sufferings' as an exile for his

faith, but also of his claim to civil rights in his adopted country. This

determined his removal to Newport, Rhode Island. This second exile

riveted the hostility to him, and to the Huguenot colony at Oxford.

At one time, so inveterate were the feelings of the Puritans toward

the Rhode Island Colonists, that all commercial intercourse was pro-

hibited with tliem. One of the earliest acts of the Rhode Island Colonists

was a treaty with the Dutch at Manhattan for a supply of necessaries.

To get rid of the thirty families of non-conforming Huguenots, Dudley

and his associates issued the proclamation for '' Thirty English Families

to take the places of the thirty French families." At that time Indians

and Rhode Islanders stood on a par in the estimation of the Puritans

of Massachusetts Bay, neither having any right which was respected

by them.

After the arrival of the aged Huguenot in Rhode Island, Mr. Arnold

states: "To tlie persevering piety and untiring zeal of Gabriel Ber-

nou, the first three Episcopal churches in Rhode Island owed their

origin,"* viz. : Trinity Church in Newport, the Narragansett Church, and

St. John's Church in Providence.

While history shows that the progress of civilization is evidenced by a

corresponding progress in the arts of peace and war, from the age of

stone to that of bronze, of iron, steel, gunpowder and steam, history

does not show that christian virtues and beneficence have correspondingly

Volume li, pages 75-116.
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kept Peace with modem civilization. In tlie language of Roger Williams :

"A depraved appetite for acquisitions of great tracts of land in this

wilderness is one of the gods of New England, which the Most High will

punish." The punishment is speedily brought about by the reaction of

the animal instinct for self-preservation, which exacts prompt vengeance

for wrongs, and renders the ways of transgressors proverbially "hard."

The mi-llious of losses by the war of the rebellion, as stated by President

Lincoln, were the equivalent of the unreciuited toil of slaves; and "every

drop.of blood drawn by the lash, is compensated for by one drawn by the

sword." The robbery and murder of the Indians by the Plymouth

settlers cost them the lives of half their number by starvation, which

might have been saved by friendly intercourse in obtaining a supply from

the Indians; and the wrongs done by the Four United Colonies of New
England to the natives, cost them the lives of more than fourteen hundred

of the settlers and millions of dollars in losses of property, besides the

fears and anguish of anticipated vengeance from lurking foes. It was

the wrong committed by the Puritan leaders, in robbing Pessicus of his

Narragansett lauds, "pistol in hand," as described by Arnohl, and by

transferring them to the Atherton Compauy, that ruined the forty-five

families of the Huguenot Colony in Rhode Island; and the similar

transaction in robbing the Nipmuck Indians and granting their lands to

political leaders, enabled them to inveigle thirty families of French

refugees iu London to come to Oxford to fulfill the conditions for holding

possession of the Indian lands, with a like disastrous result.

The bold enterprise and vigorous action of our Puritan ancestors would

have proved more successful, with less of trouble and suft'ering, had they

adopted for their guidance the Christian instead of the Jewish code.

History has not been silent as to their merits, in making the wilderness

to blossom as the rose. We now note their frailties, and the barbarous

cruelties of the religious persecution they practiced, only as far as

necessary to take warning from their example.

As said by Nathaniel Hawthorne:—"While thanking God for having

given us such ancestors, each successive generation may thank Him not

less fervently for being one step farther from them in the march of ages."

In accordance with this historical estimate, Mr. Charles Sumner advised,

iu an Address to the City Authorities of Boston: "Cease to vaunt of

what you have done, and of what has been done for you ; and learn to

walk huml)ly, and think meekly of j'ourselves."
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STATE OF CIVILIZATIOX, CUSTOMS AND MODES OF LIVING OF THE INDIANS

IN NEW ENGLAND.

The earliest accounts of the natives of North America show that they

were an agricultural people, and lived in villages in a rude state of civili-

zation. The first exploring party of the Plymouth settlers found their

houses furnished with supplies of corn, beans, tobacco, and other pro-

ducts of agriculture, and with rude materials for manufacture. As previ-

ously noticed, the Plymouth settlers first robbed the Indians of corn, and

then were furnished by them with seed corn and instructed how to culti-

vate it. The settlers of Hartford, in Connecticut, obtained a supply of

corn when destitute during the first year after their arrival, by sending a

sloop around to Narragansett Bay to purchase a cargo from Canonicus.

These facts indicate that the natives of New England relied on agriculture

as well as on hunting and fishing for their support.

The attempts to produce wheat on the sea-board of New England have

not proved successful on account of the open winters in the vicinity of

the warm water of the Gulf Stream. Consequently Indian corn still con-

stitutes the principal cereal cultivated in New England.

AGKICULTHRE OF THE INDIANS.

The system of agriculture pursued by the Indians is described by Roger

Williams as being "a social and loving Avay of breaking up the laud for

planting CQrn. All the men, women and children of a neighborhood join

to help speedily with their hoes, made of shells Avith wooden handles.

After the land is broken up, then the women plant and hoe the corn,

beans, and vine apples called squash, wiiich are sweet and wholesome;

being a fruit like a young pumpkin, and serving also for bread when corn

is exhausted." This account shows that our familiar " squash " is by

nature and name a native of Rhode Island. Williams says :
" For winter

stores the Indians gather chestnuts, hazelnuts, walnuts, and acorns; the

latter requiriug much soaking and boiling. The walnuts they use both

for food and for obtaining an oil for their hair. Strawberries and whortle-

berries were palatable food freshly gathered; and were dried to make

savory corn bread." Wood states in his "New England Prospects":

"The Indians excel our farmers in keeping the ground clear with their

clam-shell hoes, and hoes made of the shoulder-blades of the moose, as if

it were a garden rather than a cornfield. They do not suft'er a choking
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weed to advance its audacious head al)ove their iufaut corn." Williams

says: "The agricultural labors were mostly imposed upon the women;

as was also the toil of carrying the Inirthens of game and tish, taken by

their husbands. In the annual removals of their wigwams from the win-

ter residences in sheltered valleys and dense cedar swamps, to the vicinity

of their cultivated fields, the wives carry the burthens of the mats and

furniture." Williams says :
'• They are the caterers for their husbands,

lugging home deer and other game for belly timber; for a husband will

leave a deer to be eaten by wolves rather than impose the load on his own

shoulders." lie adds : " The mothers, in addition to other burthens, carry

about their infant pappooses, wrapped in a beaver's skin and tied to a

board two feet long, and one foot broad, with its feet heeled up to its

back. The face is left exposed to the cold winds. The mother carries

about with her the pappoose wheu only three or four days old; even when

she goes to the clam beds and paddles in the cold water for the clams."

Truly the lot of woman was hard in uncivilized life.

In a Canadian Indian village, which I visited in 1820, I saw several pap-

pooses bound to boards set on end and leaned against the side of a cabin,

while the mothers made a call within. While I was curiously regarding

them, a dog came along, and, from a curiosity like my own to ascertain

what they were, ran up to smell of their unprotected faces. Having no

use of hands or feet for self defence, all the pappooses could do was to

wink and yell when the dog's nose approached their faces. The owners

speedily came out to the rescue. During twelve or tifteen months after

birth the pappooses are kept most of the time (like the Italian babies)

bandaged by swaddling clothes.

INDIAN HOUSES.

The Indian houses discovered by the Plymouth settlers are described in

Mourt's Journal :
" They are made round, like an arbor, with long young

saplings stuck in the ground and bended over, covered down to the

ground with thick and well wrought mats. The door, about a yard high,

is made of a suspended mat. An aperture at the top served for a chimney,

which is provided also with a covering of a mat to retain the warmth.

In the middle of the room are four little crotchets set in the ground, sup-

porting cross-sticks, on which are hung what they have to roast. Around

the tire are laid the mats that serve for beds. The frame of poles is

double-matted; those within being fairer "
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Williams says :
" The frames of their houses, constructed of poles, are

set iu the grouud by the men. Then the women cover them with coarse

mats, and line the inside with embroidered mats, like a fair show of hang-

ings with us. The mat hung before the opening of the door is lifted aside

ou entering,"— like the ancient doors of classic Greece and Rome.

To protect these frail houses from the cold blasts of winter, they are

removed to sheltered valleys or to dense cedar swamps ; wherein they

also made their forts, secured by wet ditches. It was to one of these

cedar swamps that the Narragansett Indians retreated, and were therein

surrounded and exterminated by the four confederated New England colo-

nies ; who excluded the Rhode Island people from their confederacy, and

purposely left them exposed to extermination by the exasperated Indians.

Williams says : " The Indian houses are removed in a few hours in the

summer to the vicinity of the cultivated fields ; so that on returning at

night to lodge at one of them, it was gone, and I was necessitated to sleep

under an adjacent tree." "Their houses are kept warm by fires during

the night as well as the day, for avoiding the necessity of warm clothing.

Instead of shelves and closets they have baskets to contain their house-

hold stufl'; and their stores of corn are contained in great hempen bags,

capable of holding five or six bushels. They paint their valuable deer

and moose skins ornamentally with figures in various colors. The Indian

women are ingenious and skillful in braiding mats of flags and corn

husks."

I remember several old Indian women who went around to re-seat flag-

bottomed chairs with neatness and dexterity, and to sell ornamented bas-

kets and mats.

INDIAN CLOTHING.

In Summer and Winter, and in their warmed houses, the Indians, as de-

scribed by Williams, " wear aprons after the pattern of their and our first

parents; they have also fur skins on their backs, capable of being readily

wrapped about them. A coat or mantle, interwoven curiously with bright

colored feathers, is to them what a velvet mantle is to us."

The female children, from their birth, as said by Williams, " they in a

modest blush cover with a little apron of a hand breadth." *

* Under the more fervent heat of the torrid zone, the Mexican Indians similarly dispense

with superfluous clothing, according to the narrative of a traveller, who describes a mod-

ern Aztec belle "reposing in a hammock, with no other attire than an elegant diamond

ring."
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Williams says "the young Iiidian virgins wear their hair falling down

bashfully over their foreheads and eyes," similar to the present f;\shion of

"banging" the hair. Williams testifies to " the always modest behavior

of the Indian girls and women in all circumstances of life."

Winslow wi-ites :
" On visiting the neighbouring Indians near Plymouth,

the women were induced to sell us their coats from their backs, and then,

with much shame-facedness, tied leafy boughs about them. Indeed, they

are more modest than some of our English women are." "To preserve

their fur skins from injury by wet in rains, tliey economically prefer to wet

their own naked skins."

INDIAN MARRIAGES, AND FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS.

Williams describes the social relationships of the natives as follows

:

"The Indians generally have only one wife; althoug-h there is an induce-

ment to have more, for the profit of their labor. The loss of the labor of

daughters to parents is compensated for by customary presents from hus-

bands, as was done in Israel."

Arnold states: "During all the Indian wars the Euglish women, when

captured, Avere uniformly treated with respect, and in not a single instance

was violence oftered to their persons. Inviolable protection was given

with chivalrous honor."

The constant labor and anxiety to procure the means of daily subsist-

ence so continually occupied the time and strength of the men and women,

that little leisure was left for the idle dissipation and immoralities that

characterize civilized society in modern times.

DOMESTIC LIFE AMONG THE NATIVES OF THE INTERIOR.

The abundance of food from the shores and fisheries of Narragansett

Bay afforded resources to the natives not available to the interior tribes,

whose principal supply of food was derived from hunting. An early ex-

plorer of the colder regions of the Northwest, occupied by the tribes

mainly dependent on the chase for subsistence, gives a graphic account

of the toilsome and anxious life of the fathers and mothers having families

of children to provide for. The father is described as ever anxious, during

the long northern winters, to obtain deer and other wild game. " He goes

out at the first gleam of morning light to traverse the snowy forests in pur-

suit of game, and continues roaming until late in the evening; often return-
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ing unsuccessful to his disappointed and faitliful wife. Slie kindly cheers

him when thus fatigued and cold, draws otf his moccasins,—perhaps wet and

stifl'ened with frost,—and then rubs his feet to restore circulation. She puts

away his bow and arrows, and quietly takes a seat l)y his side in front of

the fire. Having no means of satisfying his hunger and that of the family

of children, by cooking the expected game, to soothe him she hands him

some water to drink and his pipe to smoke. Then his children gather

around him lovingly, and a little one climbs on his knee to hear about his

hunting wild animals. He tells them he has walked all day long through

the woods, but the Great Spirit has sent no deer in his way. To-morrow

he might get plenty for them all. Then they retire cheerless, and creep

beneath their coverings of skins and furs. The careful wife remains to

dry the moccasins and leggings before the fire, and desolately listens to

the plaintive tones of the voice of her husband while attempting to sing

himself to sleep at midnight, and to obtain rest and strength for renewed

toils at the dawn of day,"

The Indians of the far West had advantage of abundance of buffalo in

their annual summer migrations. In the cold northerly regions the

Mohawks obtained scanty supplies of corn from agriculture, and uncertain

supplies of game, and consequently, often suffered from destitution, as

described by Roger Williams :
'• Up in the West, two, three and four hun-

dred miles from us, the Mohawks mix the bark of trees with animal fat to

satisfy the cravings of hunger, and at times are necessitated to become

cannibals. For this reason they are called ' man-eaters,' from the Indian

name Moho, I eate."

A kind of tuber, growing in the ground like potatoes at the extremities

of roots of a shrub, and denoted " ground nuts," varying in size from that

of a gooseberry to a hen's egg, afforded a palatable food when boiled or

roasted.

HOSPITALITY OF TIIK INDIANS.

Whatever food they obtained was freely shared with less fortunate

neighbors; and whoever came in during their meals was invited to par-

ticipate, even when there was not enough for themselves. Williams says :

" When I have arrived in the night the men and their wives have risen to

prepare refreshments for me." When banished by the Massachusetts

Puritans into the wilderness in mid-winter, he was hospitably received

under the roof of Massasoit in Warren, until the return of Spring. Then

18
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the kind old chief gave him land for a plautatiou in Seekouk, near the

cove of Ten Mile River. There he planted corn in May, but was warned

again to leave the jurisdiction of Massachusetts. He then went around

to another place at the mouth of Moshassnck river, which was freely pre-

sented to him by the Narragausett chief Canonlcus. There he founded

the colony of Providence Plantations, where we now are.

The debt of gratitude due to the good old chief Massasoit as a benefac-

tor to the founder of our State has recently been recognized by the people

of Warren, who are engaged in erecting a monument to him.*

When justly and kindly treated it appears that the Indians on the

shores of Narragansett Bay have been friendly and gentle toward the

European settlers. Williams says :
" I have been gratefully requited for

kindnesses rendered to Indians, many years after I had forgotten them.

They lovingly greet the English in the woods on meeting them, and also

each other, by the word ' Netop,'— friend." "They enjoy stopping to

chat with one another in their forest paths, and will strike a fire with

stones or sticks and take a smoke together." This description of their

frieudly meetings affords a contrast to their unfriendly meetings with the

maritime adventurers from Europe, "who visited every convenient port

of the present United States to capture Indians for slaves,"— as affirmed

by Mr. Bancroft, and as narrated by Morton in the History of Plymouth

;

who says the spot where the settlers first met the Indians was called by

the name of " First Encounter " with the Enemy.

The Indians had their annual festivals after harvest, corresponding

with Thanksgiving, which custom may have been the example copied by

the New England settlers. Williams says: "The Indians showed their

grateful feelings by shoutings for their bountiful god. Cowtautowit, and

made general distribution of presents, corresponding with Christmas

presents with us." They had their social gatherings. The great Council

House of the Narragansetts was fifty feet in diameter. They delighted to

assemble in general meetings in temporary structures of arbors, one or

two hundred feet long. There they had public games and amusements.

In their public councils they are seated in a circle, commonly around a

fire, hence denoted " the council fire." They formed several circles to

listen to the news, and hear debates on business aflTairs. It appears the

*In noticing tliis bencticent work, the editor of .a Cincinnati journal remarks: " 'While

the people of Rhode Island are preparing a monument for the Indians, the people of Colo-

rado are preparing Indians for a monument."
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women atteuded some of these council debates, and influenced decisions.

After deciding trials of wrong doers, tlieir punishments were inflicted by

the liauds of the Sachems as the executive rulers.

The Indians believed in the existence of a Great Spirit, denominated

Manitou, and in an all-pervading difl'usion of a portion of this intelligence

in living animals, and even in lifeless material objects, somewhat corres-

ponding with Greek and Roman mj'thology. Williams satirically remarks :

" Like the Papists, they have their He and She Saints, as Saint Patrick,

Saint Dennis. They have their Fii'e God, who leaps in a spark out of a

stone, to warm a poor Indian, to cook his food, and burn him when he

offends." " They have a good custom not to disturb any one in their relig-

ious worship." What a blessing it might have been had the flrst settlers

of New England adopted this Indian custom?

A contentment with their humble lot prevailed, according to Williams's

account of their creeping thankfully at night into a coat of fur skins,

counting it a felicity to be snug therein.

INDIAN LANGUAGES.

It is stated the Indian languages were remarkably copious, regular in

iuflections, and diversified by combining words together. Four dialects

existed in North America,— the Esquimaux and Delaware, spoken on the

sea-coast, the Iroquois in the interior. The Delaware language was

spoken throughout several hundreds of miles north and south of Rhode

Island.

To open missionary communications with the natives, Eliot translated

the Bible into the Indian language of New England, with unAvearied zeal;

and Roger Williams wrote an Indian dictionary, which he entitled "A Key

to the Languages of America," and it now constitutes one of the most in-

structive works relating to Indian history.

INDIAN MANUFACTUUKS AND TRADES.

The Narragansett Indians are described by Wood, an early historical

writer, as being " the most numerous as well as the most industrious and

richest of the Indian tribes. They catch beavers, otters and musquashes

for furs to sell to the English, and receive commodities which they sell to
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remote Indians for double profit. Tliey seek rather to grow rich b}' indus-

try than to become famous in war. Some make bows and arrows, wooden

dishes, and earthen vessels and pipes. Some on the Bay shore store up

shells in summer for making wampum money in winter. They dressed

the skins of animals to serve as leather (commonly produced by tanning)

by using the brains of animals instead of oak bark. Their snow shoes

were copied by European settlers for their usefuluess "

" Nanagansett," says Wood, "is the manufactory of all kinds of rude

merchandize for the Indians of those parts, especially great stone pipes

holding a quarter of an ounce of tobacco. With the steel awl-))lades they

obtain from the Dutch and English they perforate the stems with such ex-

cellent art in imitating English pipes of green stone, that it is hard to dis-

tinguish the difference. Some of the stone pipes carved are so massy

that a man might be hurt by one of them falling upon him ; and swung by

the stem might be sufficient to beat out the brains of an ass." He adds

this moral reflection :
" How many men's brains are smoked out, and asses'

brains smoked in by tobacco pipes in England." Another old writer adds :

" They account it odious for boys to smoke, while our young men often

smoke, not being so well trained."

The Calumet of Peace is described by Hennepin as " a large tobacco

pipe of red, black or white stone, with the bowl finely polished, and a

stem or reed of cane two feet and a half long, adorned with bright col-

ored feathers, interlaced with women's hair." "This pipe is a safe con-

duct among all the allies of the nation, which furnishes the calumet as a

symbol of peace."

The arrow-heads, hatchets, and other stone implements found in Ohio,

are described by Mr. Atwater to be precisely similar to those found in all

the Atlantic States. Plates of copper, copper pipe tube, and silver arti-

cles have been found in the works of the mound builders of the Missis-

sippi valley. These relics are supposed to have been procured from the

copper mines of Lake Superior, and probably some of the pots and earthen

vessels were obtained from the spoils of the Aztecs in Mexico by these

northern invaders.

The material of flint stone for arrow-heads, I believe, is found nowhere

in New England except on the northern border of Moosehead Lake in

Maine. There the precipitous Mount Kineo, two thousand feet above the

level of the sea, is composed of a vast mass of pure flint stone.

" Tomahawks " were originally made somewhat resembling the South

Sea Island clubs, terminating in a heavj' knob ; and flint hatchets were
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originally used in warfare before the introduction of the steel implements

by Europeans.

THE INDIAN MODES OV TRAVELLING, AND TRANSMITTING INTELLIGENCE.

"For speedily transmitting important intelligence the Indian messen-

gers run swiftly ; and at every town fresh messengers are speeded away

to reach the chief's house. When within a mile the messenger commences

hallooing, and all who hear begin to halloo; whereby a great concourse is

soon gathered to hear the news; for all men have an itching desire for

news." Williams continues : "It is admirable to see what smooth paths

their naked, hardened feet have worn in trails leading through the wilder-

ness, even among stony places. Guides and porters are found for hire to

conduct to remote hunting-houses for lodging in the vast forests at night.

I have often been lost in the woods and guided by them. The Indians

are quick of foot, being from boyhood trained to practice running. To

save the Avear of shoes they often carry them on their backs. I have

known Indian messengers to rnn four score to an hundred miles in a

summer day, and return in two days afterwards."

These feats of pedestriauism excel modern walking matches, when it is

considered that the Indian trails were uneven forest pathways. They

demonstrate that men can walk one hundred miles per day. Williams

states :
" Notwithstanding their agility the natives covet the possession

of horses more than of cattle and cows
;
preferring," as he quaintly says,

" the comfort of ease to their legs to that of the belly from milk."

"They are punctual to their appointments, and have sometimes

charged me with a lie for failing to keep time punctually with appoint-

ments."

" In conversation they have often asked me why came the Englishman

here? Is it because you want wood for fire? When they have burnt up

the wood around them, they are faine to remove to a fresh place to get

more."

INDIAN CANOES AND FISHERIES.

In traversing the rivers as well as forests the natives were active and

expert; and even adventured on the ocean waves in fleets of canoes.

Williams affirms: " They had naval conflicts of thirty or forty canoes on

each side. I have divers times been aided by them in crossing rivei's and
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bays. They harpoon sturgeons and kill bass with arrows from their

canoes, after cooping them in some little cove or river by nets."

The Narragansetts made canoes of large chestnut, white wood, and

trunks of pine trees, hollowed out by stone adzes and chisels, and by

burning out the middle part and scraping the charred surface. To accom-

plish the labor ten or twelve days and much skill are requisite, and conse-

quently a large " dug out" canoe was prized as valuable pi'operty. The

Canadian and eastern Indians had recourse to the thin sheets of bark

stripped from the peculiar kind of birch which abounds in those regions,

and serves to form sheets that were sewed together, and rendered water

tight by turpentine or pitch. These sheets being sewed by withs and

deer-sinews to ribs of bended hoops of wood, were so light as to be read-

ily transported from the sources of adjacent rivers across ridges, denoted

'* carrying places"; so that there were thus established regular lines of

communication by water for transferring furs and food, (like those of

modern civilization,) by " the couretirs des bois."

Father Hennepin explored the wild regions of the West by journeys of

thousands of miles, as he states, "in small canoes made of bark of birch

trees, carrying nothing with me but a blanket and a mat of rushes, which

served as bed and quilt."

Williams says :
" The sea-board Indians made their dug out canoes suffi-

ciently large for carrying forty men, who propelled them by paddles, and

by sails made of mats upheld by poles for masts. In them they crossed

the sea to Block Island.

INDIAN MONEY, OR WAMPUM-PEAGE.

The currency adopted by the natives of New England to represent inter-

changeable values, denominated wampum, was manufactured from sea

shells, somewhat after the Asiatic models of perforated discs of metal, to

be strung like beads for readiness of handling and counting. The Narra-

gansett Indians being skillful in making arrow-heads, pots, hatchets and

other articles of commerce, and having intercourse with the Dutch for

distributing European commodities among the Indians of the interior,

appear to have taken the lead in establishing a kind of currency for esti-

mating values by a common money standard. They gathered the shells in

summer and employed their leisure time in winter in rounding the pieces

of shells into little discs, and making small holes through the middle of

them for stringing them together. The conical apex of the periwinkle
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shell served to facilitate the work of rouuding the edges aud making the

hole through the middle. The circular discs thus made constituted the

white wampum, and from the facility of manufacture was estimated at only

half of the value of the dark or blue wampum, made of the central part

of the quahog shell. When the Dutch furnished the steel awl-blades to

the natives for perforating the holes through the solid shell, the dark blue

wampum was more easily made than before. The white wampum was

estimated at only half of the current value of the black wampum. Both

were strung on deer's sinews, and estimated at a certain number per foot

or fathom.

Williams says :
" Six of the small white beads, with holes to string

them like bracelets, are current with the English for one penny, and three

of the black ones, inclining to blue, make an English penny." "The

white they call Wampum, the black Siicka?wc." " When strung or

wrought into girdles they are denoted Wampum-peage."

"Before ever the Indians had awl-blades from Europe they made shift

to bore holes in their shell money with stone, such as used with wooden

handles to fell trees."

In the early history of New England frequent mention is made of pur-

chases of land, etc., for a certain number of fathoms of wampum; but I

have been unable to find a specification of any standard number of shells

or coins contained on a string of six feet, or one fathom. To obtain an

estimate of the probable number I had recourse to measuring the thick-

ness of each disc in the most perfect specimens now obtainable.

There appears to be a diversity of dimensions of the discs, as might be

expected from the rude process originally employed to grind them by

hand on the surfaces of stones. In this respect they are much less uni-

form than coins from steel dies. Some coarse specimens are found nearly

half an inch thick, and others about one-fourth and three-sixteenths of an

inch ; and the diameters about five-sixteenths of an inch. To obtain the

most authentic average dimensions of these little primitive coins I meas-

ured a fac-simile engraving of "the William Penn Wampum Belt," on

which there appear to be very nearly five hundred in one fathom ; so that

probably a standard fathom of wampum represented half a thousand

coined shells.

The remarkable resemblance between the shell wampum beads made in

Rhode Island and in the islands of the Pacific ocean, attracted my atten-

tion. Those made by the South Sea Islanders are very perfect and even
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ornamental as strings of beads for bracelets and necklaces. Tliey also

are made of black and white colors; the former being of only one-fonrth

the thickness of the latter, and of the uniform diameter of one-fifth of an

inch, pierced with very small central holes. About eighteen hundred of

the white shell discs make a string of one fathom, and nearly four thou-

sand of the black. The beauty of this fine shell work, with interlaced

black and white beads fancifully arranged, seems to indicate their use for

ornament rather than money.

The black and white shell beads were interwoven on strings, ornamen-

tally, to form belts and bracelets, which were worn by the men and women,

and, like diamonds, represented the wealth of the wearer. Captain

Church gives a graphic account of the belts and circlets of wampum which

constituted the regalia of King Philip, delivered up by Anawan, after his

capture. Captain Church states that the belts were tastefully wrought in

black and white into figures of birds and animals, with fanciful border

designs. Williams describes an elaborate wampum belt woven of the

width of several inches, and valued at more than ten pounds.

Wood states :
" The wealthy natives preserve their wampum with anxiety

and care as their wealth. The wealthy natives having no strong chests

for securing this kind of wealth or money, carefully wore their wam-

pum constantly in the day time. At night they keep it under their heads

while they sleep." Thus the care of riches were even more burthensome

to the Indians than to modern capitalists, who liave their iron chests and

vaults.

These traits of Indian character for economy and thrift are evidences of

their capability of taking care of themselves, were they allowed a fair

chance under the protection of courts of justice and a police, like that

established in the British dominion in Canada, as described in Governor

Laird's speech to the Indians at Fort McLeod in 1877, in the following

words :

—

" If you sign the treaty for the sale of your lands, every man, woman

and child will get twelve dollars each, paid to the head of the family ; and

ever afterwards each Indian will get five dollars. Chiefs will get a suit of

clothes, a silver medal and flag; and every third year another suit of

clothes. Tp every five persons one square mile will be allotted as a re-

serve, from which all trespassers will be excluded. Roads will be made,

cattle given, and potatoes for planting; and as soon as you make a settle-

ment teachers will be sent to instruct your children." "You all know
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you can rely on the Queen's promises being fulfllled, for no promise to you

has ever been broken." *

"The Indian chiefs replied : 'Your treatment of us has always been

good. If you had not sent the Police to our country, bad men would have

killed us with whiskey, and what should we all have been this day?'"

A similar equitable system has been magnanimously adopted by British

rulers in Australia.

By paying each individual for improvements made, and an etjuitable com-

pensation for loss of hunting grounds, if the reckless and dissolute fail to

retain their property, the fault will be their own, and not imputable to the

rapacity of the political financiers of a great Kepublic, who place the

natives under guardianship, and entail their property for the future profit

of the Kepublic by removing them from one reservation to another less

valuable, until they are exterminated by trespassers. AVhile the sons of

rich white men are purposely left free to squander their inheritance under

special laws against entailments, tending to perpetuate a money aristoc-

racy under a democratic form of government, the sons of the Ked men

are strictly restrained from selling their lands, and discouraged from hopes

*Tliis system of justice and good faith was originally adopted by the founder of the

State of Rhode Island in obtaining lands from the Indians, with tlie result of the most

kindly intercourse with them, until the Four United Colonies commenced a war of exter-

mination against them. In a letter to the Commissioners of these Colonies, dated in 1767,

he explains his just and peaceful intercourse with the natives, as follows :

—

"I mortgaged my house in Salem (worth some hundreds) for supplies of gifts to Massa

soit,—yea, and to all his; and also to Canonicus and all his, in tokens and presents, many

years before I came in person to Narragansett. And when I arrived, I was welcomed by

botl; of them." " I also bore the charges and venture of all gratuities, which I gave to the

great Sachems round about us, and to a peaceable and loving neighborhood lay engaged for

my great charge and travel among them." (Backus, vol. i, p. 94.) After the death of Wil-

liams, his son stated in a letter :
" My father gave away all ; and being ancient, his needs

must pinch somewliere. He gave to me only about three acres of land. It looked hard,

that out of so much at his disposal, he should have had so little." Governor AVinslow, on

visiting Williams, in Providence, as noticed in a letter written to Major Mason, " kindly

melted, and put a i)iece of gold into the hands of my wife for the supply of our necessi-

ties."

This self-denying spirit of true christian beneficence was the means of subduing the

natives to reciprocal acts of kindness, and of breaking up an alliance between the Peijuots

and Narragansetts against the Four United Colonies, which would have swept away nearly

all the European settlers of New England. In the final war of King Philip he went safely

amid the army of exasperated warriors, and extorted from them this precious eulogium

;

"You are a good man, and not a hair of your head shall be injured."

19
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of bettering their coiiditiou l\y economy and industrj\ A gradual exter-

minatiou of the race is the sure result.

The Puritan rulers of the Four United Colonies contrived to gain pos-

session of the much coveted Narragansett lands under the pretence of

involving the sachems in debt, payable in wampum, their own coin; and

then, in default of payment, they levied on their lands by a process of

civil execution, instead of military conquest; this being a quieter way of

accomplishing their purpose. As previously noticed, the rulers took

advantage of inciting Uncas to attack the Narragansetts, and took their

pay in deeds of lands. Tlien when the Narragansetts made war in retal-

iation, the colonists sent three hundred soldiers to arrest him, and then

fined him for the costs, as the Prussians did the French, and imposed a

fine of two thousand fathoms of wampum, equal to more than two miles

in length of coins. The poor sachem being unable to produce such a

quantity, Avas made to sign a bond and mortgage, and then in default to

surrender his land as previously stated. This was truly a Shylock i)lan

of procedure; but the injustice was checked and the proceedings annulled

by the royal commissioners.

Calculating the number of white wampum at five hundred to the

fathom, Pessicus was fined a million of the shell coins, payable at a short

credit.

Williams refers to the financial abilities of some of the natives as fol-

lows : "'Tis admirable how quick the Indians are in casting up great

numbers, without the help of letters, figures, or pens, l)y using grains of

corn. They are subtle in bargains, and will try different markets, going-

thirty miles to save a sixpence."

" Some are honest, but most of them will never pay a debt unless fol-

lowed up to their houses. They partake of the general folly of mankind,

by running into tormenting debts, not only for necessary, but also for un-

necessary things "

The measures of the time of day, were designated by the position of

the sun in the heavens. The number of days by "suns," of mouths by

" moons," and years by " Winter snows or harvests."

FORMS OF INDI.\X GOVERNMENT.

The tribal system of Indian government was necessarily democratic,

and somewhat paternal. Councils of the people were held for consulta-

tion, at which it appears the women were sometimes present, on the con-
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vcyaiice of lands and niakiiiir treaties. The cliiefs rarel.v acted in making

laws and regnlatin;; tribal afl'air.s, witliout convening the people for their

assent and ratification. Their "ayes and nays" were expressed by pecn-

liar guttural sounds, corresponding with cheering and the goose-like hiss-

ings in modern poi)ular assemblies. The executive functions were per-

formed by the sachems; and also the duties of a sheriff in punishing

criminals devolved upon them. They did not lack debaters in their discus-

sions or poicivou's, and discords occurred like those in our modern assem-

blies of the people.

MEDICAL PHACTICE OF THE INDIANS.

The Indians, having no experience with chemical compounds, confined

their treatment of the sick to herbs and roots in doctoring. As described

by Mr. Douglas : "They pursued the old women's treatment as pl-actised

in country villages in England in ancient times, by using decoctions of

vegetables for emetics, for cathartics, and sudoriflcs. The use of steam

baths in caves, or beneath mats, by heating stones and pouring water

thereon, was deemed a health restoring expedient. But with little reli-

ance on human skill, the superstitious natives placed more hope on the

spiritual influence of their religious quack doctors, or Powwow men, who

performed mystical ceremonies over invalids with shoutings and bowl-

ings, as if to scare away afTirighted demons of diseases. Their services

were paid for like lawyers' fees, the amount paid being also in proportion

to the continuance of vociferations.

FISHING AND HUNTING.

The abundance of fish in the Bay, and the wild game on the land,

formed a principal part of the subsistence of the Narragansett Indians.

They used nets made of twisted fibres of hemp, and of deer's sinews;

and fish-hooks made of sharpened bones of birds and of certain fish bones.

Williams says :
" They were dexterous in using scoop nets and in spear-

ing fishes in the night by alluring them to the surface by the glare of

light from burning torches placed in front of their canoes. They were

successful in catching the several kinds of fish still found in the Bay, and

known by their Indian names of tautog and scuppaug. Bass, and smaller

fish called smelt and frost fish were perseveringly sought for by night and

by day. " They patiently lie down with their nearly naked bodies on the

cold shores, and wade in icy water to set their nets."
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The clam-bakes on the shores of Narragansett Bay were as much appre-

ciated and enjoyed by the natives in former days, as by the present multi-

tudes of excursionists. Williams describes clams as "a sweet kind of

shell-fish, readily digged out from the shore-sands at low water by the

women, and delightfully relished by all Indians for the savory broth made

by them, which serves instead of salt for seasoning their uassaump and

corn bread."

Williams adds: "The Indian women and English swine go to the

shores at low water to dig and root out the clams, and are competitors.

The swine are therefore hated by the Indian women."
" The English have learned to make a dainty dish of the brains of a

bass, resembling marrow."

INDIAN COOKEUY AND INDIAN 15UEAD.

".To kindle a tire for cooking, the natives strike violently togetlicr two

stones, with some punk intervening between them. After kindling a fire,

they place therein several stones or boulders in a layer; and after becom-

ing hot the stones are dropped iu water containing fish or flesh in a

wooden vessel, thus causing the water to boil. The soapstone pots were

in like manner placed in a fire until they became hot, and then the water

was poured in and the food to be boiled was placed therein "

The original mode of Indian cookery, by heating stones, is still prac-

tised by the shore parties at their picnics on the borders of Narragansett

Bay. The heated stones are arranged like a pavement on the ground,

some sea-weed is spread upon them, and then layers of clams, fish, ears

of corn, potatoes, and other articles of food, are added iu successive

layers, until a little mound is raised, with a thick covering of sea-weed.

Then a pailful of water, dashed upon the top of it, percolates to the hot

stones, and produces abundance of steam, that is difl'nsed throughout the

whole mass. After a suitable time the mound is opened and the contents

carefully withdrawn and served on the festive board. Some little prac-

tice is requisite before novices and dainty young ladies t an gracefully lift

the clam from its native shell by the neck, and suspend it on a poise above

the parted lips, with the face anil eyes turned heavenward, as if with juous

devotion to the idolized clam.

To reduce the flinty kernels of corn to meal for making bread, the In-

dians use the stone pestles, such as are here exhibited before you. Previ-

ously to the introduction of mill-stones, wooden pestles shod with iron and
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lifted by water wheels, were used by the pioneers, and denominated " Stamp-

ing Mills." The first water-wheel made in Rhode Island, soon after the

arrival of Williams, was for a stamping mill near Steven's bridge on the

Moshassuck river. The street leading to that place still bears the descrip-

tive name of " Stamper Street." The water privilege below was given

by the original proprietors to John Smith in consideration of his building

thereon a mill for grinding corn. The first mill built in Massachusetts

was for grinding corn at Tlymouth in 1C3G, as appears by the colonial

records.

The Indians rendered the corn more brittle for being pulverized by pes-

tles, and at the same time prepared for eating, by parching it in hot ashes,

and then sifting it out. Like modern •' pop-corn" this parched meal was

ready cooked for food, and required only to be moisteneil with water.

Williams says :
" I have made many a good dinner and supper of parched

meal, moistened by a spoonful of water from a brook. With no other

food I have travelled with two hundred Indians an hundred miles; each

one carrying a hollow leather girdle around his waist, or a little basket on

his back, filled with parched meal."

This parched meal, kneaded with water, and baked on a hot stone, or

before a fire, constituted the bread they called '* Nokik,"— strangely angli-

cised into No Cake. The unparched meal makes Journey Cake, or Johnny

Cake. In his description of the mode of making a Johnny Cake, Roger

Williams omits an essential part of the preliminary process, which re-

quires the use of boiling water instead of cold water in kneading the meal.

This knowledge was acquired by me, under peculiar didiculties, while

floating down the Ohio river from Pittsburgh to Cinciniuiti on a flat boat

or ark in 1817, before steamboats were in use there. Our party bought a

boat and were their own navigators and cooks. To our surprise and in-

dignation our first Johnny Cake became meal again when baked before

the fire. To learn the art and mystery, I rowed the skiS" from the flat

boat to a house on the shore, and there under the instruction of the smiling

wife of an Ohio farmer, I finished my scientific education in this special

department. She poured boiling water upon the corn meal, and invited

me to test the quality by partaking of the cake. Some of the gentlemen

here present may be as ignorant as I was, and, profiting by this lesson,

may leave the hall wiser if not better men.

The introduction, by Europeans, of light metallic kettles, adapted for

being hung over a fire, aflbrded desirable facilities for convenience of

transportation, and for more quickly boiling food in traversing wild forests.
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An opportunity was aft'orded of inspecting the process of cooking in these

kettles by a party of Sioux Indians, near the Falls of St. Anthony, in the

year 1847. A war party, returning from an attack on a tribe of Chippeway

Indians, had erected tlioir lodges on the banks of the Mississippi river.

The captain of the steamboat landed a few of us to visit the encampment of

tlie painted warriors beneath the shade of the forests. They exhit)ited a

surprising spectacle with their peculiar attire, vermiilion streaked faces,

and feathers in their hair. Many of them were gathered around their

boiling pots suspended over blazing fires, resembling the weird scene of

the witches' caldron in Macbeth. They severally contributed to the boil-

ing caldrons such articles as they had procured from the forest and river.

The whirling ebullition of this boiling compound brought to light succes-

sively the materials of which tlie soup was composed ; sliowiug the bill

of fare to be pieces of meat, tisli, and whole turtles, that seemed swim-

ming amid the boiling currents. The view of this compound was suffi-

cient to cure the appetite of a hungry Englishman.

The lodges were made by inserting four poles in the ground, about

twelve feet apart, and by tying their inclined tops together, and then lean-

ing additional poles to rest against the tops of the four standard poles,

with the lower ends spread out to a circle at the bottom. Buffalo skins

sewed together in large sheets were wrapped around the conical frames of

the poles, and a rope wound spirally around the outside, like hoops, bound

them all tightly together. The outsides of the skins were painted with

figures of animals. Some few presents made to the Indians conciliated

them to acts of courtesy instead of scalping. One of the stalwart plumed

warriors gallantly advanced toward a beautiful St. Louis belle, and mak-

ing a formal bow, took an eagle's feather from his hair, and chivalrously

inserted it in the tresses of the confused and blushing girl. Pausing a

moment to gaze admiringly upon her, autl making another formal bow, he

slowly turned and strode away to rejoin his Avikl companions.

This tribe of Sioux were compelled by the United States government to

pay a penalty to the tribe of Chippeway Indians for this assault upon

til em.

MOUnXINGS FOR THE DEAD.

That the natives of New England had kindly feelings and afl'ectious, was

manifested by their sensibilities for the death of friends. Williams says :

" When they come to the grave they lay the body down. Then all join in
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hiraentatioiis. I have seen tears niii down the cheeks of stoutest cap-

tains as well as of little children. After the body is laid in tlie grave,

sometimes personal eft'ects are deposited with it, as a solemn sacrifice.

On the death of his son, I saw the aged chief, Canonicus, as a great sacri-

fice to him, burn his residence. Their mourning is continued for months.'"

Black appears to have been selected for an emblem of grief, as devoid

of cheerful radiance and reflection of light, alike by the natives of Europe

and America. The Indians used soot mingled with oil for consistency as

a pigment. The memory of the dead was cherished, as manifest by the

return of the Indians at times to visit and honor the graves of their

fathers. Now the mourners and their graves have disappeared, except in

the far West, where the mounds, 'like the pyramids, have survived as

memorials of the builders.

" Tliey grieved; — but no wail from tlieir slunilxTs may come;

They joyed : but the voice of tlieir gladness is done.

They died,— aye tliey died; and we tilings that are now,

Who walk on the turf that lies over their brow,

AVho make in their dwellings our transient abode,

—

Meet the changes they met in their pilgrimage road "

We now occupy their places for our transient abode, as others will soon

succeed us, and make in our dwellings their equally transient abode.

These fleeting scenes of continual changes in our pilgrimage road, con-

stitute the history of mankind. To preserve memorials of the race of

Ked men, who once owned and occupied the pleasant shores of Narraga-

sett Bay, now our enjoyable homes, is a special object and duty of the

meml)ers of our Historical Society, as has been set forth by our esteemed

associate, Mr. Denison :

—

" We, children of a favored day,

Inheriting their homes,

Would guard their history from decay,

And mark their mouldering tombs."
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